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LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  
 

COMING CLEAN! 
 “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within 

me.” (Ps. 51:10) 
 Those of us in an older generation will remember the days of our youth 
when we would get with other kids in the neighborhood in playing such 
games as, “Hide and Go Seek,” or “Red Rover�Red Rover.” We can 
remember our moms calling out to us, or our dads whistling to signal that 
it was time to come in and get our bath and clean up after running and 
sweating or rolling around in the grass while playing. On Saturday 
nights, our mother would have our ‘Sunday clothes” laid out to put on the 
next morning for going to church.  
 
The phrase “Coming Clean” is used in a variety of contexts, such as 
overcoming drug addiction, confessing one’s guilt of a crime, or        
admitting one’s lack of honesty. But there is another area of importance 
in which “Coming Clean” is said to have a spiritual connotation: that 
being to ‘Come Clean’ before God by repentance and confession of sin!  
 
The Scriptures speak of the need of obtaining a cleanness of soul which 
is obviously of great importance! David prayed to God for his spiritual 
cleansing. James admonished his readers, “Draw nigh to God, and He 
will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded.” (Jas.4:8)  
 
Again, David asked, “Who shall ascend unto the hill of the Lord? Or who 
shall stand in His holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure     
heart. . .” (Ps. 24:3-5a)  
 
Someone has observed: “We get our hands dirty when we play in the 
world’s sandbox!” We clean our hands (and soul) when we refrain from 
sinful pursuits and moral compromises and seek God’s forgiveness! Thus 
Paul admonished: “Be not conformed to this world but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. . .” (Rom. 12:2) He warned the             
Corinthians: “Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord.” (2 Cor. 6:17) 
 
We must not live while copying the behavior of those of the world but be 
transformed by changing our thoughts and actions, as did David, and as 
James, Paul and others taught! Think about it!  
 
My minute’s up!      James A. Horton  



 

Thou Art the Christ, the Son of God 
 

When you were baptized, you confessed your faith in Jesus as the Christ, the 
Son of God. This is the same confession Peter made in Matthew 16:16 and 
serves as a foundation of the Christian religion. What do we mean when we  
confess Jesus to be the Son of God?  
 
The New Testament emphasizes Jesus’ divine Sonship. John said, “I have seen 
and borne witness that this is the Son of God” (Jn. 1:34). In John 1:49 Nathanael 
said, “You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” John 3:16-17       
records that God sent the Son into the world to save the world.” To be saved is 
to “believe in the name of the only Son of God” (Jn. 3:18). In John 5:17 Jesus is 
said to call God his own Father making himself equal with God and in John 
5:25 Jesus said those who hear the voice of the Son of God will live.             
Subsequently, in John 19:7, the Jews argued Jesus should be put to death        
because “he has made himself the Son of God.” The disciples worshiped Jesus 
after he calmed the storm saying, “truly you are the Son of God” (Matt. 14:33). 
In John wrote his gospel so that “you may believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (Jn. 20:31).  
 
When Jesus is described as the Son of God, the BIble is teaching us two things: 
1) Jesus is the Messianic King and 2) Jesus shares in the divine essence. In the 
Ancient Near East, sonship can officially be bestowed on a ruler when he      
succeeds his father. This is prominent in Egypt and other Ancient Near Eastern 
societies. This enthronement of Jesus as the divine King is routinely linked to 
Jesus’ divine Sonship. However, the Bible also uses the phrase Son of God to 
describe Jesus’ eternal sharing of the divine essence. This eternal divine Sonship 
is seen especially in John 5:16, 26; 19:7. Jesus’ deity leads the disciples to    
worship him precisely because he is the Son of God in Matthew 14:33.  
 
Jesus’ divine Sonship does not teach that Jesus begins to be Son or begins to be 
equal with God in any way. Just as he is eternally the Word (Jn. 1:1), he is    
eternally equal to the Father because he receives the divine essence from the   
Father (Jn. 5:26). So, Jesus’ sonship teaches: 1) Jesus shares in the divine       
essence; 2) Jesus is equal to the Father; and 3) Jesus is the Messianic divine 
King.  
 
         Donnie L. DeBord 



 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

CAN YOU SAY, “THANK YOU?”  

“So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?”  

What parent has not made repeated efforts to get their child to say, “Thank you,” until 
they learn to say it on their own? We are all familiar with the story Jesus told of the 
healing of ten lepers in Luke 17:11-19. Ten Samaritans were healed but only one       
returned to thank Jesus as he, “. . .with a loud voice, glorified God” for his being healed. 
(15) That’s when Jesus asked him, “Where are the nine?” Of course, He was referring to 
the others who were healed. Why haven’t they thanked Me, as you have? The lack of 
showing thankfulness has existed down through time.  

The Sinking of the Lady Elgin  

On a stormy night in 1860 in Lake Michigan, a steamboat was rammed broadside by  
another ship; the Augusta. With 393 passengers aboard the Lady Elgin, 297 men,    
women and children perished in the water not far from shore.  

A young college student, Edward Spencer, heard the explosion of the two ships! A good 
swimmer, he immediately jumped into the cold waters and swam out to the wreckage 
where he discovered several struggling to survive. He grabbed two people and swam back 
to shore. He immediately jumped back into the water and returned to the wreckage, and 
repeated the process again and again! This he did 17 times before collapsing in total      
exhaustion.  

Many years later, on his 80th birthday, he was given a party and was then asked, “What is 
your greatest memory of that night?” This is what he said: “Not one of the almost 20    
people whose life I saved ever said, “Thank You!”  

His most vivid memory of the tragedy, the saving of lives, and the horror of the event, was 
of the ingratitude of those whose most valued possession – their very lives – were owed to 
the bravery of a young man who saved them from certain death! Not one of them said, 
“Thank you!”  

James, the Lord’s brother, said, “Every good and perfect gift is from above. . .” (Jas. 1:17) 
All that we have comes from God. David asked, “What shall I render to the Lord for all 
His benefits toward me?” (Ps. 116:12)  

God has blessed each of us abundantly. Can you just say, ‘Thank You?’  

My minute’s up!        James A. Horton  

 



 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
• Continue to pray for Olivia Pounders.  She is now home after a stay in the hospital. 

 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 

 
Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,  Pattie Box,  Theo Smith, 

Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Debbie McCoy, Trey Smith,   
Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman, Jan Rooker, Lenox Kennamore,   

James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Billy Hue McBryde, Sam Vaughn, Tommy Simpson,  Phil Young,  
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8 

 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• There will be a seminar titled “Beyond the Valley of Death” at Theo church of Christ.  
Dates are February 4th from 9:00 to 2:00 and February 5th from 9:00 to 12:00. 

• Men’s Breakfast is February 5, 2023 at  8:00.  Please sign-up.   
• All ladies of the congregation are invited to a baby shower honoring Kat Mann on February 

26 from 1:30-3:00.  It is a girl, Olive Michael. 
• There is a new Ladies Bible class meeting on Tuesday mornings at 10:00.  

•  Michelle Elliott and Jennifer Stanford will be in the nursery during services. 
 

Worship Service January 29, 2023 
Announcements .............................................................................................. Brad Pounders 
Song Leader ........................................................................................................ Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................... David Cook 
Read Scripture .................................................................................................. Hayden Kuhl  
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Barry Grisham 
Closing Prayer AM ......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins  
Opening Prayer PM .................................................................................. Nathan Robertson 
Lord’s Supper PM ......................................................................................... Clay Crawford 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Mike Bennett 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Kenny Schmitz 


