
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
 

“THANK YOU RIPLEY YOUTH!” 
 
May I assume to speak on behalf of our ‘older mem-
bers’who were treated to a delicious dinner in the           
Fellowship Building last Sunday evening?  
 
Our young people cooked a ‘Western Meal’ consisting of 
stew, pinto beans and cornbread, such as would have been 
served from the back of a chuck wagon during an old west-
ern cattle drive! The meal was topped off with ice cream 
and a very tasty strawberry desert. Boys and girls served 
each table very aggressively and provided for our every 
need. 
 
The decorations were very appropriate for the setting. We 
could almost hear the nearby cattle mooing, and expected 
someone to pull out a guitar and lead us all in“Home, 
Home on the Range!” 
 
The evening’s activities were in perfect keeping with 
food, fun and fellowship between the young and the 
‘older members’ of the congregation! 
 
Thanks to Cody for providing enthusiasm, instruction 
and guidance for our fine youth in bringing off a very 
delightful and memorable evening! Can’t wait until 
next year!  

 
J. Horton 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
“UNCLE SAM” 

 
“The Gentiles shall see Your righteousness, and all kings Your glory. You shall be called by a new name, which 
the mouth of the Lord shall name.” (Isaiah 62:2) 
 

Samuel Wilson (1766-1854) of Troy, New York, came to symbolize America itself! He was a 
meat packer who supplied the United States Army with meat during the War of 1812. He 
stamped his meat shipments with the initials U.S. for “United States.” But soldiers began to 
referring to them as being from “Uncle Sam” (the name by which he was locally known). Thus, 
“Uncle Sam” came to symbolize the U.S. Government, itself, and has endured for many decades! 
 
In fact, the U.S. Congress made it ‘official’ in 1961. The 87 th United States Congress adopted 
the following resolution on September 15, 1961: “Resolved by the Senate and the House of   
Representatives that the Congress salutes Uncle Sam Wilson of Troy, New York as the          
progenitor of America’s National Symbol of “Uncle Sam.” 
 

QUESTION: By Which Would You Rather Be Known? 
 
This bit of American history, from the Christian standpoint, begs this question: by which would 
you rather be known? 1. A name given by men in an historical setting? Or (2) The name given by 
God for the obedient child of God; a disciple of Christ? 
 
The name “Christian” came from God! In Ephesians 3:14-15, Paul wrote: “For this reason I bow 
my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named.” In Isaiah 65:15, the prophet said, “You shall leave your name as a curse to My 
chosen; for the Lord God will slay you, and call His servants by another name.” In Isaiah 62:2, 
he wrote, “The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, and all kings your glory. You shall be called 
by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.” 
 
These are three prophecies uttered about 700 years before Christ was born. In these three  
prophecies, it is stated: that God is going to give His people a name! That it will be a new name! 
That this name will be given after the Gentiles have seen the light, or come into the knowledge 
of the truth. Finally, James asked, “Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by which you are 
called?” (Jas. 2:7) 
 
We rejoice in wearing the name “CHRISTIAN” for it comes from the heart and lips of God! 
Let’s not betray it, nor blacken it by sinful behavior, but acknowledge pride and joy in the    
wearing of it! 
 
My minute’s up!         James A. Horton 



 

 

Why I’m A Believer 

            Why do you believe in God? Perhaps you grew up in a family of faith or developed 
an influential relationship with someone who was a strong believer? You may have  
studied the evidence yourself and arrived at the conclusion that there is a God. For just a 
moment, I would like to point out some reasons why we believe there is a God. 

            We believe there is a God because there are significant barriers preventing us 
from arriving at atheism. Dr. Thomas B. Warren, in his debate with the atheist Antony 
Flew, argued that there is no way for the world as we know it to exist without there    
being a God. He listed 5 barriers to atheism based on this principle. For there to be no 
God, non-human material had to become human material. Non-intelligent material had 
to become intelligent material. Unconscious matter had to become conscious of itself 
and its surroundings. In the physical world in which there was no life, something had to 
live for the first time. Finally, there had to be nothing and then that nothingness brought 
about something from the nothingness. 

            We believe there is a God because there are significant reasons propelling us to 
faith. First, as Thomas Aquinas argued, if the universe is in motion, then there must be 
an unmoved Mover who put the world into motion. There must be a foundation to avoid 
a series of infinite effects with no real cause. Second, this unmoved Mover must be    
efficiently great to cause the universe. Third, if all our universe depends upon          
something for its existence, then there must be something upon which it all depends. 
Fourthly, if we are able to make moral judgments and/or value judgments, there must 
be a perfection by which all these are judged. Nothing in creation is truly perfect, so God 
must exist so that values can be compared to him as the perfect standard. Fifthly, we see 
that there is the appearance of design in the universe. That design demands that there is 
a Designer. 

Two bonus reasons to believe. We can add to Aquinas’ list the existence of the 
Scriptures. The Bible contains characteristics which are beyond human production and 
must therefore be from God. Finally, we can look to the resurrection of Jesus as a proof 
for God’s existence. Few doubt that Jesus existed and that his tomb was empty. The   
appearances of our resurrected Lord and his disciples’ firm faith in his resurrection are 
proofs not only that Jesus has been raised but also that there is a God who raised his Son 
from the dead. 

 
     Donnie DeBord, Ph.D. 



 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
• Audry McCarver, King McCarver’s wife passed away last week.  Her services were 

Tuesday.   Please remember the McCarver family and the Beech Hill congregation. 
• Regina Morton will have knee replacement surgery on her other knee Wednesday.  

Pray for  good results and a speedy recovery. 
• Rob Hodges of our community has been diagnosed with prostate cancer and will be 

having surgery soon.  Please pray for him. 
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   
Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  

Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman, 
 Jan Rooker, Lenox Kennamore, James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Billy Hue McBryde,  

Sam Vaughn, Tommy Simpson, Ali Ray Barkley, Theo Smith 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• Sunday night, September 11 after services, Youth Group Invasion will be at the home of 
Michael and Allison Harrison. 

• There is a sign-up sheet for Men’s Breakfast, September 11 at 8:00 am. 
• Kelli and Averly Bryowsky are keeping the nursery. 

Worship Service September 4, 2022 
 

Announcements ......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ................................................................................... Mark Martindale  
Read Scripture....................................................................................................Hunter Kuhl 
Lord’ Supper AM...................................................................................... Nathan Robertson 
Closing Prayer AM ..........................................................................................James Horton  
Opening Prayer PM ............................................................................................. Rob Elliott 
Lord’s Supper PM ...................................................................................... Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM ............................................................................................ Billy Morton 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Sonny Meeks 


