
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
PHONE:662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

   And Be Ye Kind 

 
“Be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving each other, 

just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32) 
 

Do you remember “Be kind please rewind?”          
Rewinding those old VHS tapes before taking them 
back to the video store was a bit of  hassle, but its was 
the nice thing to do. Since there are no video stores 
and no one is rewinding anything, perhaps a modern 
equivalent would be returning the carts at Walmart. 
You could leave the cart in a parking place, take it to 
the cart return, or even take it all the way back to the 
store. What would the nice thing to do? 
 
Christians, you need to be nice. God has been and is 
good to you. God has blessed you. God forgives you. 
Are you kind or critical? Do you try to overlook    
offences or do you look for offences? At the        
conclusion of  Ephesians, a letter in which Paul  
beautifully extolled the grace of  God, Paul          
commanded us to “Be kind to one another,        
compassionate, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). 



 

 

 

 

Theological Basis for Christian Kindness 
 

First, look at the theological basis for our attitude--God in Christ has forgiven you. Why should we 
forgive? Why should we be more compassionate than critical? Because God has forgiven you in 
Christ. Notice that Paul used the past tense of the word forgiven. You have been forgiven. This 
forgiveness is certain. It is done. Your cosmic treason has been removed from the divine record. At 
what cost? God paid the price. God sent his Son so you can be forgiven. What cost is too great for 
you to be kind? What are you not willing to forgive? 
 

What Does Christian Kindness Look Like? 
 

Kind 
 

Paul began his admonition with the command to be kind. The Greek word translated kindness is 
“χρηστοί” (chrestoi). In Greek it is easy to see the similarities between the word for kindness 
(chrestoi) and the word for Christ (Christos). There is no real connection between the words, but 
perhaps you would allow me to make the point that to be kind is to be like Christ. The word is 
defined as “pertaining to that which causes no discomfort, high standard of value, morally good, 
reputable, kind, loving, benevolent, and beneficence” (BDAG). Do you live so as to “cause no 
discomfort to others” or maybe to remove discomfort from others? How can we do a better job of 
removing pain and from not being a pain? 
 

Compassionate 
 

God says we are to be compassionate. To be compassionate is the opposite of being critical. The 
Greek word means “to have tender feelings for someone” (BDAG). Christian, you are commanded 
to have tender feelings for everyone. The best way to put this in practice is to start with you spouse, 
your children, your friends, and then move to your enemies. You can love your enemies. You can 
forge tender feelings toward them. This is what God has done for us and what God expects of us. 
 

Forgiving 
 

If we are going to have these Christian feelings toward others, we are going to need to have some 
way to remove those barriers to loving relationships. The key to removing these barriers is for-
giveness. The word for forgiveness here is χαριζόμενοι which means to “show oneself gracious by 
forging wrongdoing” (BDAG). To be forgiving here, then, is to be a living demonstration of grace. 
Remove those barriers and restore friendships. Rebuild those bridges. Reclaim love. 
 

Kind Christians 
 

Church, more than likely you have tried the path of harshness. Being critical comes natural. We 
can’t help but notice what everyone does wrong. Lets look for ways to be gracious. Lets look for 
ways to be like Christ. Lets look for ways to build up others and enjoy our own lives. 
 
Donnie DeBord 



 

 
 
 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

“YOU CHOSE POORLY!”  

“Choose you this day whom you will serve. . .but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)  

Raiders of the Lost Ark buffs will recall the subsequent movie entitled, Indiana 
Jones and the Last Crusade. In it, the Harrison Ford character is in search of the 
Sacred Grail – the chalice cup Jesus supposedly used at the Last Supper. He 
found it guarded by a very old knight whose responsibility was to guard it with 
his life.  

Others, with less honorable aspirations, were also in search of the valuable con-
tainer. Upon finding several cups, the leader of the thieves chose a very elaborate 
one as the cup he believed must have been used by the Lord. Upon drinking 
from it, however, the man began to disintegrate into a pile of ashes before the 
eyes of others present. Upon witnessing that tragic event, the knight guarding the 
cup calmly proclaimed, “He chose poorly!”  

This response reminded me of the choice made by Joshua in the long ago! He chose 
to serve God with all of his house/family and servants. His subsequent life was     
evidence that Joshua “Chose wisely!”  

Today, centuries later, you and I are called upon to make the same decision by     
asking ourselves, “Whom will we choose to follow? The God of heaven or the 
‘Deceiver of hell?” The word ‘Devil’ carries the idea of ‘deceiver and liar!” In          
I Peter 5:8, Peter warns all of mankind, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your         
adversary (‘enemy’ jah) the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he 
may devour.” Don’t be fooled by thinking he will not deceive you! He may have  
already!  

Have you made the choice in answer to “Who will follow Jesus,” as we sometimes 
sing? Do not wait until you hear the Lord say: “Depart from Me, for I never knew 
you!” Or, for Him to, in effect, proclaim, “You chose poorly!”  

My minute’s up!         James A. Horton  

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Karson Meeks is home recovering from her surgery Monday.  The doctor said everything 

looked good. 
• Dan Elder passed away July 28 and his services were Sunday.  Continue to pray for Mary 

Lou Elder, Cindy Holly, Brian Reese, and Anna and Baily Reese.   
• Please pray for  Tommy Simpson of the community  he is undergoing cancer  treatments.  
• Please pray for Sam Vaughn  of our community who is being treated for kidney cancer. 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   

Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman, 

 Jan Rooker, Lenox Kennamore, James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Billy Hue McBryde,  
Sam Vaughn, Tommy Simpson 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

NEWS & NOTES 
• We will begin our Summer Series in August.   Reed Swindle, Doug Burleson, Jim Gardner, 

Terry Smith, and Josh Ketchum will visit with us each Wednesday night in August to focus on 
“My Life for God’s Glory.” We will also enjoy a quick meal together at 6 each Wednesday 
afternoon.  Food groups will be in charge of the nights as following:  August 3 & 24 will be 
group 1, August 10 &31 will be Group 2, August 17 will be Group 3.  Please call your group 
leader for more information.  Group lists are posted in the Security Room. 

• All classes 5th –6th grade and below will meet as usual during the Speaker Series. 
• A key fob was found in the back parking lot and is in the security room.   
• RYG 5K will be August 13th.  There are sign-up sheets in the foyer for anyone willing to help. 
• We will be hosting an Area Wide Youth Night, August 21 at 5:00.  Food will be provided.  

Mason Cothren will be the speaker.  
• Snowdown church of Christ in Booneville will have a gospel meeting Aug. 14-17 with Chad 

Ramsey.  There is a flyer in the security room. 
• Regina Wallis and Emily Raines have nursery duty. 

Worship Service August 7, 2022 
 

Announcements ........................................................................................ Nathan Robertson 
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Barry Grisham  
Read Scripture............................................................................................. Nathan Stanford 
Lord’ Supper AM.......................................................................................Michael Harrison 
Closing Prayer AM ..........................................................................................Matt Hopkins  
Opening Prayer PM ............................................................................................. Brent Kuhl 
Lord’s Supper PM ...................................................................................... Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Robert  Elliott 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 

Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Mike Hurst 


