
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
PHONE:662-837-9011 

 

 
 

“YOU DON.T HAVE IT COMING TO YOU UNLESS. . .”  
 

“For so an entrance shall be ministered to you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” (@ Peter 1:11)  
 

All kinds of companies advertise on television and some are quite 
interesting! While watching an ad presented by the Fisher        
Investments Group recently, I thought their slogan at the end of 
the commercial had a spiritual application!  

 
“You don’t have it coming to you unless you prepare for it!”  

 
Sure, everyone wants to go to heaven, regardless of how they  
currently live, but as the beloved black evangelist, Marshall   
Keeble sometimes said, “Everyone who wants to go to heaven 
ain’t going there!  
 
The last phrase of the Fisher Investment Group explains why: “. . 
.unless you prepare for it!” So regardless which is being          
considered: a large return on your financial investments, or an 
everlasting eternity in the presence of God, PREPERATION is 
the key factor for success!  
 
Just as financial preparation for our latter years must be           
accomplished when the need is recognized, so should one’s prep-
aration for eternity! Remember, the apostle Paul said, “Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation.”   (2 
Cor. 6:2)  
 
One cannot depend upon the mercy of God alone to be saved if he 
or she fails to make adequate preparation to stand before God in 
Judgement. Like the Fisher investment says: “You don’t have it 
coming to you UNLESS YOU PREPARE FOR IT!” Think about 
it!  
 
My minute’s up!     James A. Horton  



 

 

 

 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  
LIFE AMID THE STORMS 

 
 “The Lord has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of His 

feet.” (Nahum 1:3b)  
 
In the spring of 1972, while living in Tupelo, I was returning from a nine-week training class I 
conducted with 30 members of the church in Clinton, MS. Coming up the Natchez Trace, it 
grew dark and began to rain. Not a gentle rain, but an all-out spring storm featuring lightening 
so bright that it blinded me for moments at a time! I was driving through a ‘gully washer,’ or as 
we used to call such a storm in Fort Worth, “a frog strangler!”  
 
The conditions reminded me of a verse at the beginning of the book of Nahum. It’s chapter one, 
verse three: “The Lord has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm. . .” The experience re-
minded me of the power and presence of God, especially as the ear-deafening thunder got loud-
er and louder as the center of the storm passed over!  
 
Looking back on that frightful night, I ask, “How about the storms of life?” What about the 
sickness and dying, or the financial reverses, or family troubles, or personality conflicts? Storms 
rise from every part of our existence! If Nahum’s words apply to the heavenly arena, they also 
apply to our experiences on earth – of our everyday living!  
 
In Dan. 4:35, King Nebuchadnezzar said, “All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as noth-
ing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. 
No one can restrain His hand, or say unto Him, ‘What have you done?’” David could answer 
with Ps. 115:3, “But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.” The apostle Paul 
could add, “For it is God who works in you, both to work and to do His good pleasure.” (Phil. 
2:13) Moses has a word of wisdom along this line of thought: “When you are in distress, and all 
these things come upon you. . .you will return to God and listen to His voice.” (Deut. 4:30)  
 
Life brings to us God-appointed storms but we should thank God for them! We need them to 
keep us dependent upon His mercy and grace. Therefore, we can profit by them.  
 
William Cowper (1731-1800) was an English poet who endured several mental breakdowns. So 
severe were his storms of life that he attempted to take his own life – several times. First by tak-
ing poison. Next he jumped off a bridge but that did not kill him. Then he fell onto a long knife 
but it broke. He later tried to hang himself but he was discovered and taken down unconscious.  
 
Then he took up a Bible, began to read, and his life took on a new direction! He sat down and 
wrote a poem about his new life. You are familiar with the words: “God Moves In Mysterious 
Ways His wonders to perform. He plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm.”  
 
Thank God for every storm you experience that will bring you into a loving relationship to God!  
 
My Minute’s up!         James A. Horton  



 

 
 
 

Words 
 

 Before the beginning of time, the Son was described as the Word (Jn. 1). At the 
appointed time, the Word was sent to the world to be the embodied revelation of God. 
As the Son came into the world he was life, grace, and truth. Through the incarnation 
which was a divine communication–the sharing of the Word–the world knew God, 
knew grace, knew truth, and knew life. The Word brought all things to be as Creator. 
God’s Word revealed the beauty of God. 

 
Be careful with your words. Words shape the world around us and even our 

own thoughts inside us. Your words will condemn you  or bring blessings. Your words 
will destroy others or build them up. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 
and those who love it will eat its fruit” (Prov. 18:21). Our Savior said, “I tell you, on 
the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for 
by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matt. 
12:36-37). Proverbs 10:14 says, “the wise lay up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool 
brings ruin near.”  

 
James warned us about the power of words when he said, “Not many of you should 

become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body” (Js. 3:1-2). James said, “So 
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set 
ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The 
tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course 
of life, and set on fire by hell” (Js. 3:5-6).  

 
Even though words can be destructive, our words can also be incredibly beneficial. 

Peter said to Jesus, “Lord to whom shall we go? You alone have the words of life” (Jn. 
6:68). In 1 John 1:1, Jesus was described as “the word of life.” The positive power of our 
words is best seen in God’s plan for preaching. Paul said “Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of Christ” and “but how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 
10:17, 15). What does a preacher do? He takes God’s word and uses his own words to 
echo that word. Through words, then, God planned to spread the Gospel, save sinners, and 
nurture his church.  

 
What will your words do? You can build or destroy. You can save or condemn. Use your 
words for good. Build others up. Bid sinners come. Bless the name of your God.  

       Donnie DeBord 

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Pray for  Tommy Simpson of the community  he is undergoing cancer  treatments.  
• Please pray for Sam Vaughn  of our community who is being treated for kidney cancer, 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   

Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman, 

 Jan Rooker, Lenox Kennamore, James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Billy Hue McBryde,  
Sam Vaughn, Tommy Simpson 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Don’t forget the Summer Series that will continue this month.   Reed Swindle, Doug 

Burleson, Jim Gardner, Terry Smith, and Josh Ketchum will visit with us each Wednesday 
night in August to focus on “My Life for God’s Glory.” We will also enjoy a quick meal 
together at 6 each Wednesday afternoon.  Food groups will be in charge of the nights as 
following:  August 24 will be group 1, August 10 &31 will be Group 2, August 17 will be 
Group 3.  Please call your group leader for more information.   

• All classes 5th –6th grade and below will meet as usual during the Speaker Series. 
• A key fob was found in the back parking lot and is in the security room.   
• Congratulations to Jimmy and Lutie Willingham on the birth of their great granddaughter, 

June Ophelia Hopper.  June is the daughter of Hannah and Joab Hopper. 
• We will be hosting an Area Wide Youth Night, August 21 at 5:00.  Food will be provided.  

Mason Cothren will be the speaker.  
• Snowdown church of Christ in Booneville will have a gospel meeting Aug. 14-17 with 

Chad Ramsey.  There is a flyer in the security room. 
• Karen and Karson Meeks are keeping the Nursery. 

Worship Service August 14, 2022 
 

Announcements ......................................................................................... Mark Martindale 
Song Leader ......................................................................................................... Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................... David Cook  
Read Scripture.................................................................................................. Hayden Kuhl 
Lord’ Supper AM....................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Dean Caviness  
Opening Prayer PM .........................................................................................James Horton 
Lord’s Supper PM ....................................................................................... Roger McAlister 
Closing Prayer PM ........................................................................................... Mike Bennett 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 

Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Mike Hurst 


