
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
PHONE:662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 

GOD REMEMBERS OUR EFFORTS 

“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love 
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have        

ministered to the saints, and do minister.” (Heb. 6:10) 

Henry Allingham, the oldest man in England at 111, was given special 
recognition for his sacrificial service in the military. A  celebration was 
held which featured a flyover of vintage aircraft and the playing of 
“Happy Birthday” by the Royal Marines Band.  

Henry rarely talked about his near-death experiences during the fighting 
in WW II. He had survived being shot, shelled and bombed on behalf of 
his country and was very grateful that his service and sacrifices were 
appreciated and recognized! 

Passages like the one above provide a parallel to Henry’s story! Many 
who serve the Lord, especially in difficult places where the message of 
the cross is often rejected, end up being persecuted, imprisoned, or even 
killed as the result of their labors in the Lord! 

While some may look upon such situations as “No good deed goes un-
punished,” the inspired writer saw it in a different light. He reminds us 
that all we do in service to God will not go unnoticed nor unrewarded 
when our labors are over. Jesus said that even the sharing of a cup of 
cold water in the name of the Lord will be rewarded. (Ref. Matt. 10:42) 

So, do you feel forgotten or unappreciated after trying to serve God? 
Remember – our Heavenly Father will not forget anything that you have 
worked to accomplish in His name while trying to benefit others,  
whether you are recognized for it or not! Then, one day, you will hear 
Him say, “Well done good and faithful servant. . .enter into the joy of 
your Lord.” (Matt. 25:23) Then you will be granted entrance into the 
presence of the Lord where there will be “fullness of joy” and at whose 
right hand are “pleasures forevermore!” (Ref. Ps. 16:11) 

My minute’s up!      James A. Horton 



 

 

 

 

     

    Did God Die? 

Frederick Nietzsche, in his book the Joyous Science, famously claimed “God 
is dead, and we have killed him.”  Nietzsche’s book led to a focus on human        
potential and responsibility since, according to Nietzsche, there was no God to save 
humanity. Scripture presents us with a different and far more appealing option. The 
Bible shows us that Jesus is true God (Jn. 1:1) and, at the incarnation, he remains 
true man as well (Heb. 2:17). The Son did not stop being God to become human. 
Instead, the Son became what he was not without ceasing to be what he was. The 
Son assumed a complete human nature to his own person.  

The incarnation was necessary for God to die because God cannot die     
without a human nature. The Gospels provide evidence for us to know that Jesus is 
both human and divine. As we finish the four Gospels, we should be able to say 
with Thomas, “my Lord and my God” (Jn. 20:28). So, since Jesus was true God and 
true human, when he died it is appropriate to say that God himself died.  

So, we can describe the death of Jesus as the death of God. The divinity did 
not die. That is impossible. The human nature which the son assumed died and since 
that human nature was now joined to the person of the Son, it is right to describe the 
death of Jesus as the death of God. Acts 20:28 where Paul taught that God 
“purchased the church with his own blood.” This purchase price was only payable 
by God. Humanity was the only currency which could be used. Only the divine    
nature is valuable enough to pay for all the sins of the world and glorify sinful      
humanity. The human nature had to be assumed by God so that humanity would be 
represented by God (Rom. 5:12-21), saved by God’s presence (Matt. 1:23), and 
brought up into the family of God (Gal. 3:26-27).  

Christ’s death was foreshadowed in the animal sacrifices prior to the church 
(Heb. 9:18-28). His death was prophesied in passages like Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. 
Jesus spoke of his own death (Mk. 8:31-32). Luke’s record of the church was built 
upon the foundation of Jesus' death and resurrection (Acts 1:8; 2:23). Paul placed 
the death and resurrection of the Savior at the heart of the Gospel message              
(1 Cor. 15; Rom. 6:1-5). God did die. But God died so that we can live. His death 
covers our sins and raises us to life.  

 

      Donnie DeBord 



 

 
 
 

PRIME DAY!! 

Did you take advantage of Prime Day? Amazon, the place where you can buy 

anything, had their regular Prime Day deals this week. For just a few days, you could 

save 30, 40, or maybe even 75% off your favorite things if you need them or not. But 

the deals don’t last. Those toothbrushes aren’t going to be half off forever.  

Opportunities only last for a time. The letter of Hebrews was given to     en-

courage faithfulness to Christ. Faithful living can’t be put off to another day. In He-

brews 3:6 quotes Psalm 95:7-11: “But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. 

And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in 

which we glory.” There God reminds us of how he provides for us in Christ through 

his Son the faithful steward. That promise was followed by a    conditional statement. 

God said, “we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and hope in 

which we glory.”  

That conditional statement—if—urges the reader to be faithful. But when 

should that faithfulness begin? Can we wait? The Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear 

his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of test-

ing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested and tried me, though for forty years 

they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘Their hearts 

are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So, I   declared on oath in 

my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” (Heb. 3:7-11). When should we begin to 

be faithful? The Spirit says, “Today.” When should we be faithful? Every day the Spirit 

says, “Today.”  

What would cause God’s people to not make the most of every day? It seems 

that the main problem is the “evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12). The remedy for this 

heart disease is encouragement from God funneled through his word and his people. 

So, the Spirit says, “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so 

that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness” (Heb. 3:13). 

Every day is a prime day to begin and continue serving the Lord. Let us never be 

“almost persuaded.” Instead, let us be always faithful to our Savior. 

      Donnie DeBord 

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Pray for Karson Meeks.  She will be having surgery on August 1 at LeBonheur Hospital. 
• Wanda Coleman passed away last Sunday.  Please pray for her family.  She was the cousin 

of Miranda Miller. 
• Colton Simpson, the great-grandson of Jimmy and Lutie Willingham, is home from 

LeBonheur and is recovering from Covid and RSV.  Please pray for his continued recovery. 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 

Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   
Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman 
Winston & Mallory Smith, Wanda Coleman,  James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Dan Elder 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

NEWS & NOTES 
• All the ladies of the congregation are invited to a bridal shower for Megan Anthony on Sunday, 

July, 24, at 2:00 in the fellowship hall.  She is registered at Amazon. 
• Ashland church of Christ  invites everyone to attend their VBS, FEARLESS, on July 23, 8:00 

am to 12 pm.  Lunch will be provided. 
• Donnie’s class, “The Nature of God”  will meet Monday night. 
• Sunday night July 24, we will celebrate our Wednesday Night Devotional Speakers with a 

finger food and ice cream supper.  See the sign-up sheets in the foyer.  

• We will begin our Summer Series in August.   Reed Swindle, Doug Burleson, Jim Gardner, 
Terry Smith, and Josh Ketchum will visit with us each Wednesday night in August to focus on 
“My Life for God’s Glory.” We will also enjoy a quick meal together at 6 each Wednesday 
afternoon.  Food groups will be in charge of the nights as following:  August 3 & 24 will be 
group 1, August 10 &31 will be Group 2, August 17 will be Group 3.  Please call your group 
leader for more information.  Group lists are posted in the Security Room. 

• Mid-South Youth Camp’s All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry is July 23, 2022 from  4:00-6:00 pm.   
• RYG 5K will be August 13th.  There are sign-up sheets in the foyer for anyone willing to help.  
• Turn in your questions for “Question & Answer Night” for 4th Sunday night. 
• Canned vegetables and fruits are needed in the church pantry. 

Worship Service July 24, 2022 
 

Announcements ........................................................................................ Nathan Robertson 
Song Leader .................................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................... David Cook  
Read Scripture ................................................................................................... Hunter Kuhl 
Lord’ Supper AM ................................................................................................ Josh James 
Closing Prayer AM ......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins  
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................................... James Horton 
Lord’s Supper PM ............................................................................................... Jerry Green 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Mike Hudson 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………David Hudson 


