
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

ESPECIALLY FOR YOUTH  

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the        
believers in word, in conduct, in love in spirit, in faith in         

purity.” (I Timothy 4:12)  

Five young men were excited about being out of school for the 
summer! They looked around and talked about some things they 
could do together for fun.  

They decided first to go swimming in a nearby lake where they 
found two unattended canoes in some brush and thought it would 
be fun to take them out onto the lake. One of the boys challenged 
his friends, “Let’s take them out for a ride on the water! No one 
will ever know!”  

But one of the boys balked at the idea saying, “Not me! I’m not a 
good swimmer!” But, the other boys kept talking about the fun 
they would have and decided to take the canoes out anyway.  

Everything went well until one of the canoes swiped against a 
large rock and overturned in the current of an inland creek     
emptying into the lake at that very spot! Two of the boys were 
dumped overboard, and only one of them resurfaced! (The poor 
swimmer had not gone along!)  

When one’s pride causes him or her to ignore danger and        
proceed to do something they know they ought not, it can, and 
often does, result in a terrible outcome! Wise is the young man or 
young woman who knows their limits and decides to avoid a  
danger that possibly could happen either physically or             
spiritually!!  

Your God, your parents, family and friends expect you to use 
good judgment, often called “Common Sense” in your decision-
making and don’t ever think, “It couldn’t happen to me!”  

My Minute’s up!         James A. Horton  



 

 

 

 

    What God Knows  
 
 
Do you remember what you had for lunch 2 weeks ago? Do you know 

what you will have for dinner in 3 days? It is hard for us to remember the past 
and nearly impossible for us to predict the future. The Bible teaches us that 
God does not have these difficulties. Instead, God knows all things. This reality 
is called divine omniscience. 
            Just as God is superior to his creation in every way, divine knowledge 
stands supreme over human knowledge in every way. God said, “my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts (Is. 55:8-9). As Michael Horton said, 
“Our knowledge is partial, ectypal, composite, and learned, but God’s is       
complete, archetypal, simple, and innate.” Since God transcends all we could 
imagine, it is impossible for us to comprehend what his knowledge is like. 
Some have said that God knows all the possible outcomes of the future but that 
he may not know which of those possibilities will become actual. Some have 
said that God does not know the future. They believe the future is unknown or 
open to God just as the future is unknown and open to us. Historically, most 
have understood God knows everything that is possible to be known. This view 
is known as divine omniscience. 
            One of the key ways God proved himself to be the true God was to      
declare the future before it happened. This complete knowledge of future 
things indicates his divinity. If someone does not know the future with certain-
ty, then that person is not divine. In Isaiah 46:9-10, for example, God affirmed 
he is the only true God because he “declares the end from the beginning and 
from ancient times things not yet done” (Is. 46:10). 

God’s knowledge is inseparable from his nature. God is truth (Jn. 14:6; 
Heb. 6:18). Just as he “declares the end from the beginning,” he said, “I have 
spoken and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it” (Is. 46:11). If 
God knows something to be true, it is true and it is impossible for it not to be 
true because that would be an infringement on the divine nature. 
Psalm 139 presents us with an incredible theology of God’s knowledge of his 
people. First, God eternally knows us (Ps. 139:1). He has eternally known      
everything about us even our sitting down and rising up (Ps. 139:2-3). God has 
eternally known every word we will say before we have said it (Ps. 139:4). God’s 
knowledge is also relational. He knows us and provides for us (Ps. 139:5). Truly, 
God’s knowledge is superior to ours and too wonderful for us (Ps. 139:6).   

 

         Donnie L. DeBord 



 

 
 
 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

THE ART OF HERDING CATS!  

It seems that every day of the year has been given a title in promotion of someone’s 
special interest, event, or favorite topic.  

Did you know that December 15th has been designated as “Cat Herders Day?” This 
kitty holiday is a bit of a head-scratcher! After all, herding cats is said to be an      
impossible task! Characteristic of cats being herded is that each goes his own way. 
They scatter! There is no unity detected in the moving of a herd of cats!  

The seriousness of unity in movement is seen in the functioning of the Lord’s 
church. Little can be expected to be accomplished in the Lord’s work if we are all 
going in different directions, at various speeds from fast to slow, or, perhaps, not 
moving with others at all!  

The prophet Amos asked, “Can two walk together except they be agreed?” (Amos 
3:3) Of course, the answer is “NO!” Separate opinions were a problem in the church at 
Corinth as Paul wrote to them, “. . . by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be        
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (I Cor. 1:10)  
Jesus Himself prayed to the Father that His disciples would be united in their efforts to 
spread the good news of Christ: “that they (the disciples) may all be one.” (John 17:21)  

Even Jesus emphasized the importance of all agreeing together of the value of unity, 
which is impossible to achieve if members go in all directions! Specific, attainable    
objectives must be made for the advancement and growth of the local congregation. 
This is the work God ordained for elders (‘bishops’ in Titus 1:7) episckopoi, or 
“overseers,” in their leadership roles and responsibilities.  

I remember the words of Ira North, one time minister of the largest congregation 
among churches of Christ, served by more than 30 elders. Brother North said of the  
elders’ leadership: “Every man has his say, but no man has his way – all of the time!” 
They were united in their decision making!  

We cannot act like we’re trying to “Herd Cats” in the Lord’s work – going in all       
directions without following a prayerful strategy for unity of purpose! Unity is an     
essential quality of growth!  

My minute’s up!        James A. Horton  

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Chief Petty Officer Walter C. Butler passed away July 1, 2022.  Please pray for 

this family.  He is the uncle of Sarah Hall. 
• Shelby Harrison passed away on July 4, 2022.  Her funeral was July 6.  She is the 

sister of John Harold Childs.  Remember this family in your prayers 
• Please pray for Karson Meeks and her upcoming surgery. 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Wanda Coleman, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   

Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman 
Winston & Mallory Smith, Wanda Coleman,  James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Dan Elder 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

NEWS & NOTES 
• All the ladies of the congregation are invited to a baby shower for Lauren Elliott on Sunday 

July 10th from 1:00-2:30 in the fellowship hall.  She is registered at Amazon, Wal-Mart, 
and Silly Sisters.  She is having a girl. 

• Donnie’s class, “The Nature of God”  will meet again July 11. 
• Sunday July 17 at 3:30, we will celebrate our Wednesday Night Devotional Speakers 

with ice cream and a special discussion on “How to Deliver a Sermon/Devotional.”  

• We will begin our Summer Series in August.   Reed Swindle, Doug Burleson, Jim 
Gardner, Terry Smith, and Josh Ketchum will visit with us each Wednesday night in August 
to focus on “My Life for God’s Glory.” We will also get to enjoy a quick meal together at 6 
each Wednesday afternoon.  

• Mid-South Youth Camp will have an All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry on July 23, 2022 from  
4:00-6:00 pm.    

• Turn in questions for “Question & Answer Night” for 4th Sunday night, July 27. 
• There are still some spots that need to be filled for the nursery worklist. 
• Canned meats, soups, pasta meals and pasta sauce are needed in the church pantry. 

Worship Service July 10, 2022 
 

Announcements ............................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Song Leader .............................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer AM ............................................................................................ Josh James 
Read Scripture ................................................................................................ Chanston Jeter 
Lord’ Supper AM ............................................................................................... David Cook 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ David Hudson  
Opening Prayer PM .............................................................................................. Rob Elliott 
Lord’s Supper PM ...................................................................................... Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM ........................................................................................ James Wilburn 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………David Hudson 


