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LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
 

 “GOD IS IN HIS HEAVEN---  

AND ALL’S RIGHT WITH THE WORLD!”  
 

“Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and 

rejoice and give Him glory!” (Rev. 19:6-7)  
 

The title of this article comes from the words of English poet Robert 

Browning (1812-1889). In the midst of so many tragedies occurring in 

the world, as well as personal battles many are having to endure, men 

are often left in shock not knowing which way to turn for solutions 

and peace of mind and soul!  
 

It was November 24, 1963, the very weekend that President John F. 

Kennedy was assassinated while riding through Daley Plaza in Dallas, 

TX, that I preached my first ‘official’ sermon. People all over the 

world were numbed with horror and grief! All weekend, one could 

hear the echoes of the triumphant words of Handel’s Messiah: ‘The 

Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. . . .and He shall reign forever and 

ever!”  
 

The words of this classic hymn do not suggest that God willed the 

tragic death of a world leader. They are a triumphant affirmation that 

in spite of such events, God still reigns over all and His will continues 

to triumph in good times and bad!  
 

God works to bring good out of evil, as in the case of Joseph being 

sold into slavery by his brothers. Joseph said to them, “But as for you, 

you meant evil against me,; but God meant it for good. . .” (Gen. 

50:20) People sometimes do things that angers and grieves God, but 

He brings good out of such deeds! He works to bring good out of evil, 

light out of darkness, joy out of pain, and life out of death.  
 

God is still in His heaven! He still reigns! Hallelujah!  
 

My minute’s up!     James A. Horton  

 



 

 

 

 

Working With Teenagers 
 

 Working with teenagers, you see some pretty…interesting things. For example: one 

summer when I was counseling at a church camp, I walked in my cabin to find the entire   

cabin of senior boys sitting cross legged on the floor. They all had towels wrapped on their 

heads staring at the oldest guy sitting cross legged on the top bunk, also with a towel on his 

head. As soon as I walked into the cabin the kid on the top bunk started in with something 

close to, “and Noah said to the Israelites, ‘thou are garlic of life.’” It was one of those         

moments you walk into a room see what’s going on and walk right back out. You don’t care 

to know the context of the situation; you just want to get out! Of course, the context of the  

situation was they wanted to weird out the counselor and I had a good laugh about it later.  

 We talk a good deal about context when we read scripture. We want to make sure we 

aren’t taking things in a different way than it was meant to be taken. I was told when I was 

young to read one chapter before and one chapter behind the verse you’re reading. Sometimes 

that works, sometimes it’s less than optimal. Either way, a great deal of effort is put into   

making sure we don’t put our own spin on the Bible but read it how it was written and     

rightfully so.  

 I have, for a while now, been of the opinion that we read almost every story involving 

the apostles and their dealing with Jesus in the wrong context. Recently in my study I came 

across a passage that I believe proves that point. I’ve never heard Matthew 11:1-19 (or Luke 

7:18-35) taught, preached on, or even read out loud. I’ve read over it myself, but I don’t think 

I’ve ever really paid much attention to it. In this section of scripture, we see John the Baptizer, 

already in prison, send messengers to Jesus asking, “are You the Coming One, or do we look 

for another?” (vs. 3). Let’s look at this in the context of what has already come to pass, John 

has baptized Jesus, and heard God declare, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased” (Matt 3:17). Yet, he still felt the need to ask Jesus directly, “are You the Coming 

One?” or another way of saying it: “are you the Christ?” This is John the baptizer we are   

talking about! The man who is known as the person who prepared a way for the Christ to 

come. He, better than anyone, understood what the Christ was going to be, but even he didn’t 

understand that Jesus was the Christ who was coming.  

 We sometimes read stories involving the apostles and think they are a group of dumb 

dumbs! Take Jesus making the sea calm during a storm. These guys are on a boat with Jesus! 

They should not be freaking out or worried at all. They should know that He has every ability 

to protect them from anything that may come. However, I’m not sure any of them ever truly 

understood who Jesus was while He was on earth with them. This is why we see such         

emphasis placed on Thomas’ confession of, “My Lord and my God (John 20:28). It was the 

first time that anyone had put together that Jesus WAS in fact God come to earth.  



 

 
 
 

 I do not believe this makes them unintelligent. On the contrary I think they were      
perceptive enough to understand that there was something special about this Man Jesus. 
This realization has made me read every interaction between Jesus and the apostles in a new 
light. There is a context to it that I have never considered. If we are all honest with ourselves 
it’s almost impossible to fully understand the context of a situation while we are still in it. 
The apostles didn’t understand the context of who they had been following for three years 
until He had been resurrected.  
 I look back at times in my life and try to understand them in full context and I realize 
that I wasn’t playing with a full deck in the moment. I look back at high school when I 
thought I was just a mentally weak kid and I needed to toughen up. I didn’t have the full 
context that depression was something I struggle with. I’m a big believer in retrospection. If 
following Christ to the BEST of our ability is our goal, then we need to be like a NFL   
quarterback on Monday morning. We need to review the film with full context. Maybe that 
means we say to ourselves, “You really messed up here,” “You should have been kinder to 
this person,” or even “that time in my life was a lot harder than I thought it was, and I 
should forgive myself because God already has.”  
 John, a man who preached about the coming of Christ, didn’t fully understand the 
context of the moment he was in until it was over. We’re playing everyday with deck that’s 
not quite full. “History doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes” (Mark Twain). If we don’t 
learn from our past, we are doomed to repeat it.  
        Cody Hardin 
 
 

 
 
The church would 
like to thank the 
young men who 
lead the 5th      
Sunday night    
services.  We are 
so proud of your 
willingness to 
share the Word of 
God and lead in 
our   worship    
services. 
 

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Wanda Coleman, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   
Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman 
Winston & Mallory Smith, Wanda Coleman,  James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Dan Elder 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• There is a table set up in the foyer for  Nellie Wallace who will be arriving this July to join 
her proud parents, Stephen and Hana  and her big sisters Emma and Marley. 

• Terrific Tuesdays will start this month.  Schedules are on the youth table in the foyer. 
• VBS is scheduled for June 26-29, 2022.  Thanks to all who volunteered to help, all spots are 

filled.   There is a list for those who are willing to help with food or working in the kitchen.  
If you would be willing to help please sign up.   

• The white water rafting trip sign-up sheet is posted on the youth table.   
• The youth will host a drive-in movie night June 17.  Snacks will be provided.  Make plans 

to attend. 

Worship Service May 29, 2022 
 

Announcements .......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader .................................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Sonny Meeks 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................. Nathan Stanford 
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Kenny Schmitz 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................... Caleb James  
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................................... Benny Wallis 
Lord’s Supper PM ........................................................................................... Robert Elliott 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Shane Green 


