
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
             Or text to …... 662-837-6339 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

A Friendly Church 

 

How friendly is your home congregation?  Not sure?  Ask 

a recent visitor.  Recently, while on a little vacation, my 

wife and I attended another congregation for Bible class 

and worship.  We had visited this congregation many, 

many times through the years and always loved it there.  

Something, however, about this visit was different, very 

different. 

 

As we entered the building into the auditorium, no one 

greeted us before Bible class.  NO ONE!  After class, two 

sisters who were sitting behind us were the only ones who 

acknowledged us before the worship hour.  My brethren, 

these things ought not be.  Do you think we felt          

welcomed there?  In fact, I told my wife that if we were in 

the area searching for a new church home, I would not be 

back. 

 

Coldness among God’s people is not good.  Perhaps one 

of the most overlooked, untaught commands from God, 

is to “Greet one another” (Hebrews 13:24; Colossians 

4:15; Philippians 4:21; 2 Corinthians 13:13; 1 Corinthians 

16:20; Romans 16:16).  I am afraid that, in many places, 

these commands are not being taught and emphasized as 

they should.  Why is this?  Is it not important? 



 

 

 

 

 

For years I have thought this was, for the most part, a “young people’s problem; but now, 

undeniable evidence says otherwise.  Why and how have so many Christians become this 

way—this cold and unfriendly? 

 

It has been said that people may forget what you said, they may forget what you did, but 

they will NEVER forget how you made them feel.  Brethren, we’re losing out on many 

opportunities to encourage one another when we have absolutely no human contact with 

each other.  For example, a text message or an email can have great blessings and benefits, 

but they can never compare to what a human touch can do. 

 

Hearing the sincere, loving voice from a concerned brother or sister, a glad-to-see-you 

handshake, or a Christian embrace, I believe, is much more beneficial, not only to the   

recipient, but to the giver, as well.  No doubt, some of you are thinking (as of the time of 

this writing), “we’re in the midst of a pandemic!”  I fully understand; but does that excuse 

us from greeting and encouraging one another—even at a social distance and / or behind 

a mask?  Of course, we have to be sensible about it, but please, do not avoid one another 

all together!  I may have had a difficult week, and I need  to see and feel your encourage-

ment, love, and good works (Hebrews 10:24). 

 

Carefully consider the command of God from Ephesians 4:32:  “And be ye kind one to 

another.”  When brethren fail to greet or speak to one another, are they kind?  Some may 

say, “But, I wasn’t unkind.”  But were you kind? To be kind does not take a lot of effort, 

but it does take some.  How kind and friendly are you?  Are you teaching your children 

this principal?  Brethren, may we never fail to greet and encourage one another! 

 

 

        Van Massey 

        Gospel Cleaner 

        March-April 2021 



 

 
 
 

 
LET’S TAKE MINUTE. . .  
 

THE DISCOVERY ABOUT MRS BERTHA ADAMS!  
 

“Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consist not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesses.” (Luke 12:15)  

 
Charles Osgood, for almost 25 years host of “CBS NEWS SUNDAYMORNING,” told of 
the passing of Mrs. Bertha Adams of West Palm Beach, Florida. The coroner’s report listed 
her Cause of Death as “malnutrition.” She had ‘wasted away’ in her seventy-one years to 
weighing only fifty pounds.  
 
A widow, with no relations living nearby, the authorities searched her home and discovered 
what was described as “a veritable pigpen!” It was said to be, “The biggest mess anyone 
could even imagine!” Her entire dwelling was in disarray. Mrs. Adams had begged food 
from neighbors and left garbage piled in the sink. The only clothes she had to wear came 
from the Salvation Army. From all outward appearances, Mrs. Adams was a penniless     
recluse, a pitiful and forgotten widow! But that assessment was far from the truth.  
 
Amid her filthy and deplorable dwelling and belongings, officials discovered two keys that, 
upon research, were determined to be keys to two safe deposit boxes at two local banks. In one 
of the boxes, they recovered over 700 AT&T stock certificates, plus hundreds of other         
valuable investment records, along with bonds, financial securities; not to mention a stack of 
cash amounting to over $200,000! The second safe deposit box contained $600,000 in cash for 
her total fortune of well over $1,000,000.  
 
With all of this money at her disposal, one cannot help but wonder: “Why would anyone, over 
a long period of time, put away that amount of money and prefer to live like a pauper? Why 
was she willing to save that large amount of money while refusing to spend even enough of it 
to stay alive? Let’s remember, too, that Paul warned Timothy, Mrs.Adams, and each of 
us:”The love of money is the root of all evil.” (I Tim. 6:10)  
 
The fact is – Bertha Adams wasn’t saving her money – she was worshipping it! She must have 
acquired a twisted satisfaction of watching her bundles of cash grow higher as she appeared to 
be, in appearance and behavior, a common beggar, and when they buried her, she didn’t take 
even one penny with her!  
 
My minute’s up!         James A. Horton  

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Joe Wilburn, brother of James Wilburn passed away and his funeral was 

Monday of this week.  Let’s remember this family in our prayers. 
• Please remember Helen Brown in the loss of her brother. 
• Lori Chapman has requested our prayers.  She is having health issues. 
• Remember Allie Raye Barkley in your prayers as they try new medications to 

treat her illness. 
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Wanda Coleman, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   

Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman 
Winston & Mallory Smith, Wanda Coleman,  James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Dan Elder 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• There is a table set up in the foyer for  Nellie  Mae Wallace who will be arriving this July. 

Her proud parents are Stephen and Hana  and her big sisters Emma and Marley. 
• You are invited to the wedding of Emily Rogers and Blake Alsup, Saturday, June 25, 2022, 

at 5:00 pm.  The ceremony will be at Faye Whittemore Farms, 1619 Forrester Road, Jasper, 
Alabama, 35504.  A reception will follow.  RSVP by emailing your name and number of 
guests to thealsups0625@gmail.com.   

• Remember the special class on the nature of God’ Monday night at 6:30. 
• VBS is scheduled for June 26-29, 2022.  There is a list for those who are willing to help 

with food or working in the kitchen.  If you would be willing to help please sign up.   The 
theme is “Spotlight on Jesus”.  

• The youth will host a drive-in movie night June 17.  Snacks will be provided.  Make plans 
to attend. 

Worship Service June 19, 2022 
 

Announcements .......................................................................................... Mark Martindale 
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Benny Wallis 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................ Cooper Pounders 
Lord’ Supper AM ................................................................................................ Brent Kuhl 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ David Hudson  
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................................... James Horton 
Lord’s Supper PM ............................................................................................... Jerry Green 
Closing Prayer PM .................................................................................... Rodney Chapman 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Shane Green 

mailto:thealsups0625@gmail.com

