
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
             Or text to …... 662-837-6339 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

“GOD IS IN HIS HEAVEN---  

AND ALL’S RIGHT WITH THE WORLD!”  

 

“Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and 

rejoice and give Him glory!” (Rev. 19:6-7)  

 

The title of this article comes from the words of English poet Robert 

Browning (1812-1889). In the midst of so many tragedies occurring in 

the world, as well as personal battles many are having to endure, men 

are often left in shock not knowing which way to turn for solutions 

and peace of mind and soul! 

 

It was November 24, 1963, the very weekend that President John F. 

Kennedy was assassinated while riding through Daley Plaza in Dallas, 

TX, that I preached my first ‘official’ sermon. People all over the 

world were numbed with horror and grief! All weekend, one could 

hear the echoes of the triumphant words of Handel’s Messiah: ‘The 

Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. . . .and He shall reign forever and 

ever!”  

 

The words of this classic hymn do not suggest that God willed the 

tragic death of a world leader. They are a triumphant affirmation that 

in spite of such events, God still reigns over all and His will continues 

to triumph in good times and bad!  

 

God works to bring good out of evil, as in the case of Joseph being 

sold into slavery by his brothers. Joseph said to them, “But as for you, 

you meant evil against me,; but God meant it for good. . .” (Gen. 

50:20) People sometimes do things that angers and grieves God, but 

He brings good out of such deeds! He works to bring good out of evil, 

light out of darkness, joy out of pain, and life out of death.  

 

God is still in His heaven! He still reigns! Hallelujah!  

 

My minute’s up!    James A. Horton  



 

 

 

 

 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

 

THE EPITATH OF AN UNBELIEVER DISCOVERED! “ 

 

The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God!’ (Ps. 14:1)  

 

While preaching in one of three meetings held in Lawrenceburg, TN, it was the one in 2013 

that I spent some time touring the Mimosa Cemetery looking for graves of distinguished     

individuals. Little did I realize I would come upon the grave site of a Tennessee resident 

whose tombstone proclaimed a man’s admission of having no belief in, and no fear of, the 

God of heaven! Following is the reading from the headstone of his grave:  

 

IN MEMORY OF 

 WM. J. GILBRETH  

Born in Maury County, Tennessee Aug. 29, 1864  

He made his life the best he could; No fear of gods, no love of Jesus. 

 No thought of future punishment or reward controlled his thoughts.  

His mind was free from religions or other superstitions.  

His sense of right and wrong was the law he obeyed.  

 

As they say in the south, ‘This man had a terrible upbringing!’ Not often are we witnesses of 

one who, in life and in death, declares his repulsion of anything sacred! We can’t help but feel 

sorry for a man who defies the abundant evidence in support of the existence of the God of 

heaven and His beloved Son! The Bible declares, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no 

God.’ (Ps. 14:1) Jeremiah said, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is 

in Him.” (Jer. 17:7)  

 

This man’s hope was in himself! By the way, where does anyone learn “the sense of right and 

wrong” that he professed to follow as his religion? Is it not from the pages of God’s Word? Is 

He not the source of “right and wrong?” This man’s trust was in himself alone!  

 

Let’s declare our faith in God as did David, in Psalm 25:4-5 “Show me Your ways, O Lord; 

Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my       

salvation; On you I wait all the day.”  

 

My minute’s up!         James A. Horton  



 

 
 
 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  
 

ADVICE FROM DESERT PETE  
 

The following letter was discovered in a can of baking powder wired to the handle of an old 
pump that offered the only hope of drinking water on a very long and seldom-used trail across 

an arid desert:  
 
“This pump is alright as of June 1932. I put a new sucker washer into it and it ought to last five 
years. But the washer dries out and the pump has got to be primed. Under the white rock, I   
buried a bottle of water, out of the sun and cork end up. There’s enough water in it to prime the 
pump but not if you drink some first. Pour in about one fourth and let her soak to wet the    
leather. Then pour in the rest medium fast and pump like crazy. You’ll get water. The well has 
never run dry. Have faith. When you get watered up, fill the bottle and put it back like you found 
it for the next feller.”  
 
P.S. Don’t go drinking up the bottle first. Prime the pump with it and you’ll get all you can 
hold!”  
       Desert Pete  
 
The principles of faith are clearly demonstrated in this little tale! What you would do as you came 
along that trail, half-dead for lack of water, with an empty canteen, would reveal much about your 
faith! When you consider it, faith is not just a theological term from the Bible but that upon which 
our lives hinge. Faith is made up of three ingredients:  
 
First, there must be an OBJECT. If you were traveling down that long, dusty trail, and you came 
upon the well, and you saw and read that message, you would have to trust a person named Desert 
Pete to keep from quickly consuming that precious bottle of water hidden under the rock!  
 
The second ingredient is RISK. Faith is always costly. If you were traveling in the dry desert, there 
would be nothing more precious to you than to come upon a bottle of water! But Desert Pete says 
if you drink any of it, you will not be able to get any from the pump. So it will be necessary for 
you to risk the very stuff on which your life may depend to get a sufficient amount to survive..  
 
The third ingredient is WORK. Desert Pete says that after you trust and risk, then you have to 
pump hard to get water.  
 
The ingredients of the faith of a Christian are similar to the instructions given by Desert Pete! First, 
one must have faith in God. (Heb. 11:6) Second, there is a commitment that involves risk.         
Repentance is required on the path to salvation. A change of heart may be difficult for some to  
accomplish but it is essential. (Acts 3:19) Finally, there must follow a lifetime of work and service 
in the Lord’s Kingdom! (Titus 2:14)  
 
Are you following Desert Pete’s advice?  
 
My minute’s up!         James A. Horton  

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Wanda Coleman, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   
Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,  Lori Chapman 
Winston & Mallory Smith, Wanda Coleman,  James Allen Johnston,  Jan Rooker, Dan Elder 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• There will be a baby shower for Dana Morton Gray in the fellowship hall, Sunday, June 12, 
from 2:00-3:00.  She is registered at Baby Land in Tupelo and Amazon.  It’s a girl. 

• There is a table set up in the foyer for  Nellie Wallace who will be arriving this July to join 
her proud parents, Stephen and Hana  and her big sisters Emma and Marley. 

• Remember the special class on the nature of God’ Monday night at 6:30. 
• VBS is scheduled for June 26-29, 2022.  Thanks to all who volunteered to help, all spots are 

filled.   There is a list for those who are willing to help with food or working in the kitchen.  
If you would be willing to help please sign up.   The theme is “Spotlight on Jesus”.  

• The youth will host a drive-in movie night June 17.  Snacks will be provided.  Make plans 
to attend. 

Worship Service June 12, 2022 
 

Announcements ......................................................................................... Michael Harrison 
Song Leader ........................................................................................................ Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM .................................................................................. Nathan Roberson 
Read Scripture ................................................................................................... Hunter Kuhl 
Lord’ Supper AM ........................................................................................... Brad Pounders 
Closing Prayer AM ................................................................................... Ronald Chapman  
Opening Prayer PM ........................................................................................... Cody Hardin 
Lord’s Supper PM ........................................................................................... Mike Hudson 
Closing Prayer PM ........................................................................................... Billy Morton 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 
Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Shane Green 


