
Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

 
MINISTERS 

    
Dr. Donnie DeBord…..931-628-9276 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

 
DEACONS  

Ronald Chapman….….662-255-9994 
Rob Elliott………...….662-837-6730 
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375 
Mike Hurst…………...662-255-1910            
Sonny Meeks….…..….662-837-5095 
Brad Pounders…… ….662-316-7931 
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-4460  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

 
BULLETIN 

Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 
             Or text to …... 662-837-6339 
E-mail…...rmschurchofchrist@gmail 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

Congratulations 

Dr. Donnie DeBord, Ph.D. 

Officially a doctor!!  

Phd in Systematic  

Theology 



 

 

 

 

 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

SIN HAUNTS THE GUILTY  

“The wicked flee when no man pursues but the righteous are as bold as a lion.” (Prov. 28:1)  

Ever since the young boy took candy in the grocery store, hid it in his pocket, and 
walked out of the store without paying for it, he had been unable to sleep! He had nev-

er stolen anything before. Every unexpected sound from the direction of his parent’s 

room made him jump – afraid they had discovered his sinful deed. He was sure he 

would be found out and terror filled his heart! O, how he wished now that he had never 
taken anything that did not belong to him. He knew better than to do it. He had been 

taught better that to steal. He was punishing himself knowing that if his act of thievery 

were to be discovered, it would bring great embarrassment, not only to himself, but to 

his honorable family!  

When a Christian does wrong, at any age and to any degree, they can hardly live with 

themselves. They feel like everyone around them knows their secret and that they have               

disappointed themselves, their family, their friends and their fellow Christians. Perhaps 
this is what Solomon meant when he wrote, “The way of the transgressor is 

hard!” (Prov. 13:15) It is not easy to live with a lie!  

When a Christian does wrong, his conscious nags at him until he can hardly live with 
himself. He feels that everyone knows what he has done so he wants to run away from 

his guilt. Thus, Solomon said, “The wicked flee when no man pursues!” Our own con-

scious condemns us. John wrote, “If our heart condemns us, God is greater than our 

heart and knows all things.” (I John 3:20) So, God already knows of our misdeeds and 
it is to Him that we must answer for them! Remember, “…all things are open and na-

ked unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13) There are no ‘secrets’ 

hidden from God, “Who will bring every work into judgment, and every secret thing, 

whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Eccl. 12:14) 

 If we live faithful to God’s will, we have nothing to fear or to dread! When we have 

the strength to shun temptation, with God’s help (I Cor.10:13), we may live as bold as 

the lion, while the evildoer runs and hides, lest his sins be discovered.  

 

My minute’s up!         James A. Horton 



 

 
 
 

Providence 
 

The Lord provides. Our lives depend upon his care. All creation depends upon God for 
its care and its very existence. The creation“has no existence in itself. From the moment it came 
into being, it has existed only in and through and unto God (Neh. 9:6; Ps. 104:30; Acts 17:28; 
Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:15ff.; Heb. 1:3; Rev. 4:11). Although distinct from his being, it has no        
independent existence; independence [“separation from God” DLD] is tantamount to               
nonexistence” (Bavinck, RD 2:592).  

In him “we live, move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28) and “in him all things hold         
together” (Col. 1:17). God “works all things according to the counsel of his will” (Eph. 1:11). 
God’s providence includes his eternal plan, work in creation, and final accomplishment of his 
will. Providence could, therefore, be defined as “that continued exercise of the divine energy   
whereby the Creator preserves all His creatures, is operative in all that comes to pass in the world, 
and directs all things to their appointed end” (Berkhof Systematic Theology, 166). Nehemiah 9:6 
described God’s relationship to creation this way:  “you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven 
worships you.” The Bible         describes God’s providential working in the maintenance of the uni-
verse (Heb. 1:3), the times and boundaries of life (Acts 17:26), the rise and fall of kingdom             
(Dan. 2:21), the falling of sparrows to the ground (Matt. 10:29), and the giving of every good gift      
(Js. 1:17). Providence, then, concerns the will of God and the work of God to bring about his will for his 
glory and the good of his creatures.  

God moves in a mysterious way,  but it seems that God’s providence is brought by God 
through his creation. Providence is addressed by several theologians under the following headings: 
preservation, concurrence or cooperation, and government. These three headings illustrate how 
God works through his people to accomplish his purposes. This allows for humans to retain their 
will and maintains the reality of secondary causes while God remains the primary cause. This  con-
current relationship is seen in Philippians 2:12-13, “work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” The   
Philippians worked for God, and God worked in them. Christians have responsibilities in every area 
of life, but it is still God who gives every good and perfect gift (Js. 1:17).  

The reality of God’s providence is a constant blessing for his people. Christians know  “for 
those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his   
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:28). With confidence in 
God’s secure providence, the Christian can say with confidence, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). 
 
Donnie  

 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please pray for Jan Rooker, the sister of Kathi Hurst, she has breast cancer. 
• Dan Elder broke his leg and has been in the Corinth Hospital due to the pain. 
• Ciara Thompson broke her ankle and will be having surgery Friday in Corinth to repair it. 
• David and Monica Wood request the prayers of the church for their unborn daughter.   
• Please pray for Lori Chapman.  She is having some health issues. 
• Please pray for the family of Glenda Smith, the sister of Avis Moody  and aunt of Johna Hooper and 

Tim Moody, who passed away last week. 
• Please continue to pray for Jane Chapman and her family in the loss of her mother. 
• Please continue to pray for Linda Cook and her family in the loss of her sister-in-law.  

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers: 
Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Wanda Coleman, April & Olivia Pounders,  James Nunnally,   

Everette Hurt, Jr.,  Pattie Box,  Brenda Koon, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey,  
Debbie McCoy,  Mike Moore, Jacob Johnston, Ann Kesterson,  Austin Wentz,   

Winston & Mallory Smith, Wanda Coleman,  James Allen Johnston,  
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8,  

NEWS & NOTES 
• Donnie is offering a college level Bible class studying the nature of God beginning May 23 at 6:30.  

Let him know if you are interested. There will be food.   
• Kate Harrison will speak on her trip overseas after night  services May 15 in the fellowship hall.  

Everyone is invited to attend.  Bring you favorite finger food or appetizer and enjoy the interesting 
program. 

• There will be a come and go shower for Lauren Rogers, bride-elect of Will Wallis, in the church 
foyer on May 29th from 2:00-3:30.  Lauren and Will are registered at Amazon, Target, and Ripley 
Drugstore. 

• There will be a come and go shower for Emily Rogers, bride-elect of Blake Alsup, in the fellowship 
hall on May 29th from 2:00-3:30.  Emily and Blake are registered at Gift of Gab, Wal-Mart, Target, 
and Amazon. 

• VBS is scheduled for June 26-29, 2022. 
• Remember to email rmschurchofchrist@gmail to get a link to add your information to the online 

directory. 

Worship Service May 15, 2022 
 

Announcements ................................................................................................. Cody Hardin 
Song Leader .................................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ...................................................................................... Barry Grisham 
Read Scripture ................................................................................................... Hunter Kuhl 
Lord’ Supper AM ............................................................................................... David Cook 
Closing Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Dean Caviness 
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................................... James Horton 
Lord’s Supper PM ..................................................................................... Ronald Chapman 
Closing Prayer PM ..................................................................................... Roger McAlister 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 

Lock Doors……………………………………..……………………………Rob Elliott 


