
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

2021 EYC TRIP   

Our youth group and chaperones enjoyed  
their time at EYC, Exposure Youth Camp 
in Huntsville, Alabama last week.  They   
grew in their knowledge of our Lord as 

they attended several classes, enjoyed dai-
ly  devotionals,  heard great speakers,  

watched a fascinating illusionist, and 
joined in some GREAT singing.  Those at-

tending cannot wait to go back.     



 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

“SEIZE THE MOMENT!”  

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2b)  

 

This familiar phrase refers to one taking full advantage of life’s opportunities when 

they present themselves or, to live life to one’s full potential.  

A wonderful example of this principle is seen in the life of Ezra, the scribe. It is said of 
him that Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord (to learn what God 

wanted him to do) and to do it (to apply it to himself first) and to teach in Israel statues 

and commandments (and then to teach others). (Ref. Ezra 7:9-10) Ezra took advantage 

of this opportunity and excelled in his ability to teach God’s will to His people.  

But George Wilson is an example of a man who failed to “Seize the Moment” after   

being offered the greatest opportunity of his life! In the early 1800’s, President Andrew 

Jackson issued a full pardon to Wilson who was sentenced to be hanged for a crime for 
which he was found guilty by a jury of his peers.  

However, believe it or not, Wilson refused the pardon from President Jackson. The 

question arose, “Could a man convicted of a crime then reject the offer of pardon from 
the President of the United States?  

Supreme Court Justice John Marshall wrote the opinion of the court: “The value of a 

pardon depends upon its acceptance by the one to whom the pardon was offered. If it is 
refused, it is, therefore, no pardon. George Wilson has instead chosen to die by      

hanging, and the sentence will be carried out.” George Wilson refused to “Seize the 

Moment,” and chose death instead!  

Pardon from sin is offered to all by the death of Jesus Christ, “Who died for our sins, 

according to the scriptures.” (I Cor. 15:3) The pardon is offered to all but will be   

granted only to those who “Seize the Moment” and are baptized into Christ for remis-

sion of sins” (Acts 2:38)  

At every opportunity you are given to advance your life in a positive way, be sure to 

“Seize the Moment” and be a blessing to God, to your fellowman and to yourself!  

My minute’s up!         James A. Horton 



 

 
 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
 

 “A FOOL’S ERRAND” 
 

 “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when a wicked man 
rules, the people groan. (Prov. 29:2)  

 
The concept of “A Fool’s Errand” began in the mid1700s and refers to an assigned task 
that has no hope of success and is, therefore, doomed to failure because it is either    
impossible to carry out, or so frivolous in its nature, that it may actually be identified 
as a practical joke! A Fool’s Errand is often viewed as a way of initiating a new       
employee by assigning him a task which is impossible to achieve.  
 
For example, the Manager of a car dealership may require a new, inexperienced em-
ployee to go to the Parts Department and ask for a bottle of “turn signal fluid!” A 
fool’s errand! Or, a baseball manager may ask a batboy to go fetch the keys to the 
“batter’s box,” but there is no such key! Another pointless task!  
 
The Bible records examples of “A Fool’s Errand,” a task that ends poorly. In Luke 
22:22, the Bible reads: “And truly the Son of Man goes, as it has been determined, but 
woe to that man by whom He is betrayed.” Judas was on a “Fool’s Errand” when he 
identified the Lord by kissing Him in the presence of the Lord’s persecutors who led 
Him to His death on the cross atop Golgotha. (Luke 22:47ff)  
 
Here is another “Fool’s Errand:” Num. 22:5 – 24:25 tells of Balak, King of the Moab-
ites at the time, who was afraid of the power of the Israelites. So he sent messengers to 
Balaam saying, “Look, a people has come from Egypt and are settling next to me! 
Come, at once, and pronounce a curse upon them for me so that I will be able to defeat 
them, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is curs-
ed.” (Num. 22:5-6) But Balaam was unable to curse Israel and blessed them three times 
instead! (Num. 24:10) It doesn’t do to work against the will of God!  
 
So, be careful – be very careful, NOT to engage in “A Fool’s Errand” by engaging in 
any action which places your actions outside the will of the Father! “A Fool’s Errand” 
never ends well! 
 
 My minute’s up!         James A. Horton  
 



 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

• James Allen Johnston was airlifted to the Med in Memphis Monday afternoon after a 
fall.  His back is broken in 5 places .  His arm and shoulder are also broken.   Please 
pray for him as well as his family.   

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  
April & Olivia Pounders,  Mark Martindale,  James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  

Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  
Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 

Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill, Austin Wentz, Danny Wilbanks, Lyda Gates 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• We received a note from Diversicare of Ripley thanking us for the generosity and love 
shown to their residents at Christmas. 

• If you would like to help with communion preparations during the upcoming  year,  
please, sign-up on the calendar in the foyer.  You will responsible for replenishing the 
communion sets and disposing of the used ones each week. For the month you choose. 

• The Teen Girls will meet in the library on Wednesday nights.  
• Please check the sign-up sheets in the foyer for the following: 
  1. Lads to Leaders Activities 
  2.  Trip to Noah’s Ark for January 14-16 
  3.  One Call 
• Pantry items needed are canned fruits and vegetables. 

Worship Service January 9, 2022 
 

Announcements ........................................................................................ Nathan Robertson 
Song Leader .............................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Dillon Brewer 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................ Cooper Pounders 
Lord’ Supper AM ........................................................................................... David Hudson 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................... Chris Griffin 
Opening Prayer PM ............................................................................................. Brent Kuhl 
Lord’s Supper PM ........................................................................................... Benny Wallis 
Closing Prayer PM .............................................................................................. Sam Green 


