
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .   

“AIN’T IT AWFUL?”  

“Let us search out and examine our ways, and turn back 
again to the Lord.” (Lam. 3:40)  

From his street corner newspaper stand on a big city 

street, the owner would occasionally shout out, “Ain’t It 
Awful?” and those passing by would hear and stop to 
see, as the newspaper salesman held out the day’s copy 

so all could see it! The interest of those passing by his 
stand was peaked by his exclamations and he sold more 
newspapers using this technique.  

Tragedy and accidents always make the front page, but 

to be occupied by only the bad news of the day will 
cause the readers to succumb to pessimism which will 
cloud their outlook on life itself!  

The Old Testament prophet certainly had reason to feel 

gloomy and despondent! For 40 years, he preached 
against the wickedness of man! After witnessing the  
destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of her         

inhabitants, Jeremiah wrote: “The Lord will not cast off 
forever. Though He causes grief, yet will He show   
compassion according to the multitude of His mercies. . 
let us search out and examine our ways, and turn back 

again to the Lord.” (Lam. 3:31-32; 40)  

Remember that the Lord is good to those who wait for 
Him.” (vs. 25) Now, that’s GOOD news!  

My Minute is up!    James A. Horton 



 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

OUR “MANNER OF LIFE”  

 

Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:10-11: “But you have fully known my      
doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,               
persecutions, afflictions, which came to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.”  

Christianity is a way of life. It is not something we merely do, but who we are! Our 
Christian walk is more than simply what happens “at church.” While worship is   
important and valuable (John 4:24), it is not the total of our responsibilities in    
serving God. Our commitment to God runs deeper than the assembling of ourselves 
together.  

Our Heavenly Father expects our devotion to Him to be lived out in our daily lives. 
Jeremiah is clear in his teaching that God intends for those of us living under the 
New Covenant to live a life in keeping with the new law He put into in our hearts, 
and that He would then consider us His people! (Jer. 31:31-34) 

 Our conduct (daily living) should be reflective of God’s holiness.In I Peter 1:14-15, 
the Apostle wrote: “. . .as He who called you is holy, be ye holy in all your          
conduct.” Worldly people are quick to pick up on the moral faults and failures of 
those who identify themselves as Christians.  

It would be a tragedy for us to come to see that our immoral actions are a hindrance 
to those who may otherwise become Christians, were it not for the hypocrisy they 
see in us! Our “Manner of Life” is on full display for all to see! So much depends 
upon our behavior and attitudes. Not just our souls, but the souls of those who may 
be watching us. Our example impacts our children, our spouse, and all who come 
within our orbit of influence.  

“The way of the guilty is crooked, but the conduct of the pure is upright.”  

(Prov. 21:8)  

 

My minute’s up!         James A. Horton  



 

 LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  

THE 80-20 RULE  

(Or the “Pareto Principle”)  

There is a principle, or standard, which has been applied for many years in            
organizations of various kinds to measure the effectiveness of labor forces. It is 
known as “The Pareto Principle.”  

The rule is the result of analysis developed by, and named after, Vilfredo Pareto 
(pronounced ‘pa-ree’-toe’), an Italian engineer. The rule states that “80% of the 
work of a functioning organization of various kinds is performed by only 20% of its 
labor force! 

 Applied to the local church, the Pareto Principle would reveal that 80% of the work 
is achieved by only 20% of her members. This is not a reflection upon those not  
currently contributing to the welfare and growth of the local church, but is simply 
stating what is generally characteristic of the average congregation. But who wants 
to just be “average,” right? 

 In many cases, the members may be willing to become more actively involved in 
serving the needs of the church, if given the invitation and instruction in how best to 
serve in a needed area that is in keeping with their interests.  

Here is a very interesting feature regarding the application of The Pareto Principle. It 
has been discovered that when members are asked to become involved in the        
activities and needs of the local congregation, and are given instruction and training 
as needed, it has been found that most are eager and excited to be given the           
opportunity to serve as requested! When this happens, the “80-20 Rule” is turned on 
its head!  

The challenge of leadership becomes the creation of various areas of ministry     
covering a variety of activities which will contribute to membership participation 
and   resulting in the Lord’s church experiencing both spiritual and congregational 
growth! Another reward for such working together is the tremendous increase of 
love and appreciation for one another as we all grow closer together as a body of the 
people of God! In this way, we will all “Move Forward Together!”  

My minute’s up!         James A. Horton 



 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

• James Allen Johnston’s surgery will be Wednesday, January  19. 
• We are saddened to announce the passing of Claude Ellis Akins, the father of Ellis 

Akins.  His services were Wednesday.   
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders,   
Mark Martindale,  James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, 

Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 
Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill, Austin Wentz, Danny Wilbanks, Lyda Gates 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• Brother Cody will be singing with the children at 4:45 each Sunday  before evening services.  
• Please forward any photos you have of church activities in the past year to JoLea Raines at

(662) 587-7552.  This is for the church scrapbook for Lads to Leaders.  
• Everyone in grade 3-12 is invited to participate in training classes this week.  The young men 

will meet at the Texaco Station at 5:00 p.m. to learn basic car maintenance and on Saturday to 
learn about finances.  The girls will learn basic sewing/mending as well as tips on ironing this 
Saturday.   All Saturday classes will begin after a 12:00 pizza lunch in the fellowship hall..     

• The young men will be conducting the evening worship service on Sunday January 30.  We 
encourage everyone to attend and support these young men. 

• Please check the sign-up sheets in the foyer for the following: 
  1. Lads to Leaders Activities 
  2.  A call list for all children 6th grade and under to be used to share  upcoming activities.  
  3.  Anyone willing to host RYG Invassion. 
  3.  One Call 
• Pantry items needed are canned meals and meats. 

Worship Service January 23, 2022 
 

Announcements .............................................................................................. Brad Pounders 
Song Leader .............................................................................................. Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer AM .......................................................................................... Cody Hardin 
Read Scripture ..................................................................................................... Brent Kuhl 
Lord’ Supper AM ........................................................................................... Dillon Brewer 
Closing Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Clay Crawford 
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................................... Benny Wallis 
Lord’s Supper PM ...................................................................................... Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins 


