
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
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Freedom     

     It is amazing the things two-year-old’s pick 

up on. We’ve had to start putting one of our dogs 
in a crate when we leave the house, she likes to 
chew on things when she gets stressed out. So, 
Carley’s new favorite thing to do is grab Maggie 

by the collar lead her into her crate and close the 
door on her. I sometimes feel really bad for that 
poor dog. Carley terrorizes her, but I’m fairly 
certain that if she ever stood up for herself and 
growled at CB our other dog, Archie, would 

make Maggie regret it. He is pretty protective of 
all of us, Maggie included, but I would almost 
be persuaded to feel sorry for anyone who      
decided to mess with CB in front of him. So, 
Maggie puts up with anything CB decides to do 

to her.  

     I really don’t think she minds being put in 

her crate though. The difference in our two dogs 
is kind of hilarious. Maggie is a lab, and a      
rescue, if she’s ever more than a foot away from 
us for over thirty seconds she starts freaking out. 

Archie, on the other hand, is a coonhound we 
got as a puppy.  



 
    

 Recently he’s been sleeping in CB’s unfinished bedroom because he knows we 
won’t bother him in there. Archie has a collar that has GPS and buzzer/shocker to 
keep him from running off. Maggie has a collar, so she doesn’t look too naked. 
This morning I let the dogs out, five minutes later I walked out to crank our cars, 

because it was so cold. Maggie sprinted in the second the door opened, while 
Archie was trying to figure out a way to get beyond his boundaries.  

      Don’t get me wrong I fully believe that Archie would come home after a day 
or so if he did get past his boundary, but man he wants to go explore. He would 
NOT do well being put into a crate. Not by me or CB. He wants to be free! At 
least he thinks he does, until he gets cold, and hungry, and nobody rubs his chin 

for a couple of days, and he’d realize how nice that nice warm home, with the 
hairless two-legged dog who takes care of him really is. Maggie on the other 
hand, doesn’t care anything about what’s out there and wouldn’t go anywhere if 
it wasn’t for following Archie.  

     Freedom always comes with a certain price, doesn’t it? Our founding fathers 
wanted freedom from British rule. Once they got it, they weren’t really free,    

because they had the burden of responsibility of running the country. While they 
were prepared for it, was it really freedom? Same goes for teenagers who just 
can’t wait to get out of Mom and Dad’s house and get some freedom out there on 
their own. Of course, adults read that and laugh because they sometimes wish 
they could go back to their parent’s house to give up the responsibility that comes 

with living on your own. Point being this: freedom is an illusion.  

     This sounds like I’m about to go into a deep philosophical idea that takes the 

whole article to explain (which I wouldn’t put past me), but it is really very    
simple. Best explained by Paul in Romans, “ 17 But thanks be to God, that you 
who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard 
of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, 
have become slaves of righteousness.” (6:17-18). It’s one or the other, slavery to 

a sinful heart, or slavery to God.  

 



 

      

      We see the Bible refer to those outside of Christ as slaves many times, but I 
think people outside Christ would think the opposite. Probably because        
Christianity is seen as a list of DON’Ts: 

• Don’t drink  

• Don’t do drugs  

• Don’t commit adultery 

• Don’t miss Church  

     See Christianity is the restrictive slavery type institution. While living without 
these restrictions is how to be FREE! Most people think that, then they are hit 
with reality. I think the best way to express this idea is addiction. Sure, you are 
free to do drugs, but if you become addicted, you aren’t free anymore. You are a 
slave to that drug, everything is driven by doing more, finding more, and getting 
high again.  
     People have this strange tendency to be free, but no matter how hard you try 
you are going to be a slave to something. Be it sex, drugs, rock n’ roll, anger, 
guilt, or any number of things you will never reach true freedom.  

     With this in mind you, are put in a position to decide who, or what, you want 
to be enslaved by. This isn’t something you might straddle the fence with. You 
have to pick one. ““No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money.” (Matt 6:24). So, make your decision, follow that 
which allows you to go after any desire your mind can come up with and offers 
unlimited pleasures in this moment. Or follow that which restricts that which you 
can and cannot do and offers only peace in this that, but eternity in the next.  
 

“…choose this day whom you will serve… But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15”  
 
          Cody Harden 
 
 
 



 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

• James Allen Johnston’s surgery has been postponed until next Wednesday, January  19 
due to the surgeon having a personal emergency.  Pray for his health while he waits.  

• We are saddened to announce the passing of Mrs. Doris  Farrow.  She is the mother of 
Robert Farrow and Joyce Grady.  Her services will be tomorrow, January 13, at Ripley 
Funeral Home.  Visitation will be from 11 a.m., until the memorial service at 1:00 p.m.  
Please pray for this family 

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  
April & Olivia Pounders,  Mark Martindale,  James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  

Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  
Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 

Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill, Austin Wentz, Danny Wilbanks, Lyda Gates 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• Brother Cody will be singing with the children at 4:45 each Sunday afternoon before 
our evening services.   

• Please check the sign-up sheets in the foyer for the following: 
  1. Lads to Leaders Activities 
  2.  A call list for all children 6th grade and under to be used to share  upcoming 
              activities and updates 
  3.  Anyone willing to host RYG Invassion. 
  3.  One Call 

Worship Service January 16, 2022 
 

Announcements .......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader .................................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ............................................................................................ Josh James 
Read Scripture ........................................................................................... Rodney Chapman 
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Barry Grisham 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ David Hudson 
Opening Prayer PM .............................................................................................. Rob Elliott 
Lord’s Supper PM ...................................................................................... Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins 


