
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
 
Cody Hardin ············ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············· 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ············ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ·········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ······ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ··········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis············ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ········ 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 

 
WHAT IS THE “EBENEZER?” 

 
“Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I’ve come; 

And I hope by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.” 
 

(Written by Robert Robinson, of Wales:1758) 
 

In the beautiful, and familiar old hymn, “O, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing,” there appears in the second stanza a word 
which is unfamiliar to many Christians who sing the song in 
worship. The second stanza appears above. 
 
In Hebrew, the word Eb-en-e’-zer is defined as a “stone of 
help!” After Israel’s victory over the powerful Philistine 
army, Samuel set up a stone (probably in shape of a pillar, 
not just a flat or round rock) between the cities of Mizpah 
and Shen, to commemorate Israel’s victory – which was not 
just Israel’s. It could not have been achieved without the 
Lord’s help, or intervention! (I Samuel 7:7-13) Thereafter, 
the stone was known as the “Ebenezer”: the Stone of Help” 
from the Lord.“ So the Philistines were subdued and they 
did not come any more into the territory of Israel.” (7:13) 
 
“I will life up my eyes unto the hills! From whence comes 

my help?  My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven 
and earth.” 

Psalm 121:1 
 

My minute’s up!                                         James A. Horton                                                                



 LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 

 

“HEAVEN WILL SURELY BE WORTH IT ALL” 
 

(Written by W. Oliver Cooper [1885-1963] Cullman, Alabama]) 
 

“The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the  
glory which shall be revealed in us.” (Rom. 8:18) 

 
Heaven is not an empty dream! It is not the figment of man’s imagination! It is real! 
God is real. Christ is real. The Holy Spirit is real and the inspired Word of God is also 
real! So is salvation, and Hell.  
 
Each of us must face adversities in our life from time to time: “Many are the   
afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivers him out of them all.” (Ps. 34:19) 
When does this deliverance take place? In Heaven! Until then, we must experience the 
displeasures of life on earth. Following is an example: 
 
A young couple, two years after marriage, welcomed the birth of a precious baby boy. 
A few months later, the baby became critically ill. Doctors and nurses did all they 
could do to save the life of the child, but within a few hours, the baby died! 
 
As he was about to be taken away, the mother pleaded to hold her baby just once 
more. The doctor approved her request: “It will do no harm!” he said. 
 
There was no light in the baby’s eyes. No laughter on his lips. The warmth of his body 
soon faded. But the mother was calmed and pleased to hold her precious son for just 
one more night! 
 
Life is like that! It features periods of joy and happiness, as well as times of heartbreak 
and sorrow! But, thanks be to God, we have a Savior, who is our “living hope,” (I Pet. 
1:3) and upon our obedience and faithfulness, we have heaven and eternal life waiting 
for us! This knowledge becomes more exciting every day as we ponder the time when 
faith will be turned into sight when we enter into the presence of our Heavenly Father, 
and His Son, Jesus Christ! In heaven, we will rejoice around the throne of the Most 
High, “In whose presence is fullness of joy” and “at whose right hand are pleasures 
forever more.” (Ps. 16:11) 
 
Then we will know that heaven will surely be worth it all!  
 
My minute’s up!                                                             James A. Horton 



 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . .  
 

WHAT INTERESTS A FROG? 
 

“Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things; and revive me in your way.”   
Ps. 119:37  

 

I have a couple of frogs! No, they are not pets! They appear at night and hang out in my back-
yard When, in the twilight, I walk from my house to my office out back, they perch them-
selves along the edge of my sidewalk and keep an eye on my actions. 
- 
I wondered why they do not move when I walk past them and, upon research I learned that 
these little amphibians are not distracted by movement they do not consider a danger. So I 
walk right by them, with only a dim light nearby, without their moving away from me. I have 
never made a sudden move toward them and, therefore, I suppose they do not consider me a 
danger. 
 
I think perhaps we need to be more like the frog! We often become so preoccupied with  
unimportant things of this world, when our attention and desires are drawn to insignificant 
concerns, and we become distracted from things that should really matter to us! 
  
In the verse above, the Psalmist asked God for help in setting his attention on what is good and 
lasting. In addition, the Wise Man said: “God’s word should not depart from our eyes, but 
must be kept in our heart always.” (Prov. 4:21) This will help us to better recognize the  
unimportant matters and clear the way for us to understand what the Lord wants us to do, and 
to become! 
 
Have you been so distracted by sin that you have reached the point of not realizing what is 
most important? Then, take a lesson from the frog, and move your attention from worthless 
things that are truly dangerous to your soul! Center your attention on Christ and His will for 
your life! 
 
My minute’s up!        James A. Horton 

Bible Class Teachers 
If you were at our recent teacher’s meeting you heard about the new class Bible studies and saw 

some information about.  If you want to look at this program, the plan, and goals of it, you will find 
the website listed below.  This new  program will help ensure that our children are covering the  

entire Bible.  They will study through the Bible in 416 lessons, understand both the overall story and 
its contents in detail, and learn how to apply it to life.  

 
Bible Study Guide for All Ages 

www.biblestudyguide.com 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please pray for Austin Wentz.  A mass has been found in his sternum.   He 

is at St. Jude and will hear from tests soon. He is the son of  David and 
Jessica Wentz. 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  

April & Olivia Pounders,   James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  
Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  

Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 
Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Shane and Laura Green are hosting RYG Invasion at their home Sunday night after evening 

services. 
• The Youth will be sponsoring a foster family for Christmas.  If you would like to help, 

donations can be given to Cody . 
• Kate Harrison will be going on a mission trip to the Honduras with her nursing team from 

FHU.  If you would like to help sponsor this trip, you can give one of the elders your 
donation. 

• We will be participating in the Christmas “Adopt a Grandparent” program at Diversicare of 
Ripley this year.  See Carla Kuhl or  Miranda Medlin to donate to this project.  The deadline 
for donations is December 12 

• There is a signup sheet for Lads to Leaders events located on the table in the foyer.  
Registration for MS and fees are due also.  See Donna or Kenny Schmitz. 

• There is a sign up list for a trip to Noah’s Ark.  The trip will be January 14-16, 2022.  See 
Carla Kuhl for more information.   

 

Worship Service December 5, 2021 
 

Announcements ............................................................................................... Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader .................................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ............................................................................................ Josh James 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................. Nathan Stanford 
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Kenny Schmitz 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ David Hudson 
Opening Prayer PM .................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Lord’s Supper PM ............................................................................................. Shane Green 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Mike Hudson 


