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Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
 
Cody Hardin ············ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············· 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ············ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ·········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ······ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ··········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis············ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ········ 662-837-9011 
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     Bigger Plate 

 
     This morning I spent a considerable amount of time trying 
to remember how many books I actually read through my high 
school years. I was assigned plenty and took several tests and 
even wrote papers on some. The question isn’t how many I 
SAID I read; the question is how many I actually read! I think 
I settled on two books. Don’t get me wrong I started all of 
them, but after a chapter or two I remembered I HATE  
READING! My sophomore year I listened to the audio book 
for “Night” by Elie Wiesel, and while I did enjoy the book, it 
doesn’t really count because I listened to it. So, that leaves 
“Red Dragon” by Thomas Harris my senior year as the only 
book I physically picked up and turned every page to read in 
four years of high school. Why was I able to read this book 
you ask? Well, it was about a serial killer and the psychology 
behind why he did what he did. I’m a weird dude so that stuff 
really interests me. Our senior English teacher let us pick our 
books off a list he made, which is one of the reasons he’s still 
one of my favorite teachers.  
     So, if you were to tell high school Cody (who was a terrible 
student) that when he gets older, he would listen to books all 
the time he probably wouldn’t believe you. However, in recent 
years I’ve begun reading a ton of different books. It started 
with the Harry Potter books (8.5 out of 10 would recommend), 
then I started the Jack Ryan series by Tom Clancy because I 
played several games based on his books growing up (7 out of 
10), then I branched out to things like “Ready Player One” (9 
out of 10), “The Three Musketeers” (4 out of 10 would not 
recommend), and these Alex Cross Novels my mom            
recommended (6 out of 10). Then I got into some stuff I  
NEVER thought I’d read, listen to, or even spend half a sec-
ond thinking about. I just finished “The Sound and the Fury” 
by William Faulkner (I hated it right when I finished, but the 
more I thought about it 9 out of 10! So good).  



 
     This isn’t book review with Cody, so let me get a little closer to my point. One of those that I 
never thought I’d read, but recently finished was “Animal Farm” by George Orwell. I did really 
enjoy the book because I’ve started to appreciate sociology, politics, and symbolism. However, of 
all that happens in that short book there was one character that really stood out to me as one I 
wanted to identify with. Boxer is described as a naive and ignorant, yet good hearted work horse. 
While I’m not so keen on the naïve and ignorant part, Boxer is the definition of a work horse. He 
adopts a saying that he would utter any time he felt it was necessary: “I will work harder.”   
Something would go wrong. “I will work harder.” If they needed more food. “I will work harder.” 
When the windmill they built fell over. “I will work harder.” I did not matter what the situation. 
Boxer was going to work harder to make sure that the farm was taken care of.  

     I think there is something to be said for working smarter not harder. Yet, there are times when 
hard work is the only thing that will suffice. The Church is depressingly dependent on Boxers. 
Something comes up that needs to be done, and instead of someone who does nothing to help the 
Church stepping up and taking the responsibility, one of the people who are already keeping the 
Church afloat takes upon themselves a heavier burden. I thank God for these people!  

     I feel like I can speak boldly on this point, for many reasons, but one specifically; this is not a 
Ripley church of Christ issue. This is an issue that every Church everywhere deals with. I’m not 
complaining about this issue that plagues this congregation, but I’m addressing an issue that    
everyone in every Church deals with. 

      We’ve probably all heard the expression 10% of the people do 90% of the work. It’s a cliche, 

but cliches are cliches for a reason. THEY ARE TRUE! So, we hear things like this and think, 
well if many hands make light work, then we need to get more people involved in the work of the 
Church. This seems like an obvious point. However, as you might expect, I have some thoughts: 

1.  YES, EVERY member of the congregation SHOULD be involved in the work of the Church. 
Let me restate that so that I leave no doubt. EVERY member SHOULD be involved DEEPLY 
in the WORK of the Church.  

2. Some will say, “So-en-so does all this stuff and they never ask me to help. They just give all 
this responsibility to Billy Bob!” To those I ask, don’t you think Billy Bob would be happy to 
give up some of that responsibility if you go ask? It’s not about being asked to do something 

for this congregation, it’s about looking to do something for this congregation so that you can 
help.  

3.  We can’t control other people’s actions, and there is still work that needs to be done. So, 
while we look at others and think, “you need to be more like Boxer in “Animal Farm”” the 
fact of the matter is, we need to be more like Boxer. Take Josh James and James Horton for 
example. We are currently going through a preacher search. Most any other congregation the 
youth minister would take on so much more responsibility, but I’m so blessed that I get to  
focus on my normal work because they took the Boxer approach and said, “I will work     
harder.”  



 

I think the preacher search is a good example for this because it is not permanent for these two. 
Eventually we will hire someone, and their work will decrease. We work harder, not just so we 
can complete the work ahead of us, but the work ahead of us should bring others into the Church, 
and it should inspire others in the Church to take on more responsibility. When the Church grows, 
the 10% grows. Sure, the work grows as well, but there are still more people to spread the work 
around to.  
     It’s a strange concept asking people who are already working hard to work harder, when there 
are those who are not working. However, we’ve tried to get those not working to work, and they 
do not. The work must get done. Therefore, we ask those who will work to work harder. Some-
thing to keep in mind however, you are not doing this work for me, you are not doing this work for 
the elders, or the deacons or any man Col. 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men…” You are doing this for God. The same God who gave His Son for you. 
     I’ll finish with this thought for BOTH those who think they are to busy with their own lives to 
help in God’s Church, and those who are already working, but may be asked to do more. One of 
my teachers at Freed told this story of being in school for his doctorate degree. He has a huge   
paper due in a day or two and he was not near finished with it. So, he went to his teacher and said, 
“I just had a baby, I’m preaching at this congregation, I’ve dealing with some family trouble is 
there any way I can get an extension? I’ve got so much on my plate.” I’ve always thought the 
teacher was a huge jerk for what he said in response. In fact, he was a huge jerk, but he had a 
point. He responded by saying, “Get a bigger plate.”  
 

"And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up." Galatians 6: 9 

 
 

Cody Hardin 

Order of  Worship  
 

     Beginning Sunday, December, 5th the Elders have authorized a rearranging of our 
Worship Service. The Announcements will be moved to the end of the order and The 
Lord's Supper will be in the middle of the service. The men who will be leading the    
service will be posted on the screens as will the prayer list and any additions that are 
needed.  
• Sunday Morning Order of Worship will be as follows:  song, song, scripture  

reading, opening prayer, song, the Lord’s Supper, song, sermon, song of           
invitation, announcements, and closing prayer. 

• Sunday Evening Order of Worship will be as follows:  song, song,  scripture  
reading, opening prayer, song, sermon, song of invitation, announcements, and 
closing prayer. 



PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please pray for Austin Wentz.  A mass has been found in his sternum.   He is in the ICU at St. 

Jude receiving chemo treatments.  He is the son of  David and Jessica Wentz. 
• Please pray for the Danny Wilbanks’ family.  Danny has been put on hospice.  Danny is the 

uncle of Justin Thompson. 
• Please pray for the family of Jerry James who passed away.  He is the son of the late Wilma and 

Claude James. 
• Mark Martindale is still awaiting results of tests. 
. 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  

April & Olivia Pounders,   James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  
Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  

Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 
Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Sign language class will not meet this week.   
• The Youth will be sponsoring a foster family for Christmas.  If you would like to help, 

donations can be given to Cody.  This is a large family and they want to meet their needs. 
• Kate Harrison will be going on a mission trip to the Honduras with the FHU nursing team.  

If you would like to help sponsor this trip, you can give one of the elders your donation. 
• We will be participating in the Christmas “Adopt a Grandparent” program at Diversicare of 

Ripley this year.  See Carla Kuhl or  Miranda Medlin to donate to this project.  The deadline 
for donations is December 12 

• There is a signup sheet for Lads to Leaders events located on the table in the foyer.  
Registration for MS and fees are due also.  See Donna or Kenny Schmitz. 

• There is a sign up list for a trip to Noah’s Ark.  The trip will be January 14-16, 2022.  See 
Carla Kuhl for more information.   

Worship Service December 12, 2021 
 

Announcements ................................................................................................. Cody Hardin 
Song Leader .............................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Benny Wallis 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................ Cooper Pounders 
Lord’ Supper AM ............................................................................................... David Cook 
Closing Prayer AM ......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins 
Opening Prayer PM ........................................................................................ Dillon Brewer 
Lord’s Supper PM ........................................................................................... Robert Elliott 
Closing Prayer PM ........................................................................................ James Wilburn 


