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1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
 
Cody Hardin ············ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············· 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ············ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ·········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ······ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ··········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis············ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ········ 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
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  The Hall of Fame of Rock and Faith  

     Being born in 1993, I was a 90s baby, but in all    
honesty, there wasn’t much of the 90s I remember. How-

ever, my brother was 8 years older than me. Meaning, 
when he’d drive me around, I’d hear his CDs (because 
they were once a thing) and I’d grow up with a healthy 
respect for 90s music. I still LOVE “Weird Al” 

Yankovic (who is actually a Deacon in the Church), 
Blink-182, Presidents of the United States of America, 
American Hi-Fi, and pretty much any band with a      

random number in it, like Blink-182, Sum 41, +44, or 
Matchbox 20. Matter a fact, as I write this article, I’m 
listening to my late 90s playlist that is amount 12 hours 

long!  

     Something strange about growing up with those 
bands playing on repeat, is listening to them as an adult 
and catching some of the lyrics and realizing that some 

of those songs aren’t quite as innocent as you thought 
they were! I’ve removed a few songs from that playlist 
after catching a lyric here or there and thinking, 

“WHOAH! I listened to this when I was 10?!?! Good 
thing I didn’t know what it meant!  

      One of the funny things about music in general is the 
number of songs that exist as parody, mocking, or flat-

out hateful toward a group of individuals, but that group 
accepts the song as their anthem without realizing the 
irony! For example, everyone looks to Bruce Spring-

steen as a great patriotic musician. Go back and listen to 
“Born In the USA”. It’s not exactly as patriotic as you 
remember. The same could be said of “Fortunate Son”  



 
by CCR. I don’t really understand why this makes me dislike Springsteen, but I still love some 
Creedence Clearwater Revival. Maybe because Springsteen is WILDLY overrated. You may 

hate me for saying that, but this is my article and I have ears.  

     Of course, the misrepresentation of songs doesn’t stop there. “Closing Time” by Semisonic 
is seen as a song about the bar closing, but it’s really a song about the singers first child being 
born. “Every Breath You Take” by The Police is seen as a great love song and even played at 

weddings, but if you listen to the lyrics, you’d be calling the police. It about stalking someone! 
It literally says, “Every bone you break, I’ll be watching you”. Seriously, go listen to it and  
ruin your first dance at your wedding! “Who Let the Dogs Out” by Baha Men is more than just 

an excellent question. It’s actually a song about guys at a party catcalling a woman. It’s a femi-
nist song! My favorite example of this trend was purposeful. When OutKast wrote “Hey Ya” 
as a great upbeat song people would dance to, Andre 3000 knew that people would miss the 

point of the song. It’s a song I’ve heard played at weddings (the acoustic version by Obadiah 
Parker is BEAUTIFUL), but the song is about staying in bad relationships.  

     It’s always fun for me to hear about all these songs that people misinterpret, or more specif-
ically just miss the purpose of. I tend to think there are a lot of passages in the Bible we do this 
with. Not that we misinterpret them, we just flat out miss the purpose of them. I think the most 

famous example being 1 Cor. 13. “the chapter of love”. Put it in context though and it is talk-
ing about spiritual gifts or miracles. It is saying, “Sure, it may be great to heal the sick, speak 
in tongues, or have miraculous knowledge but love is the greatest gift you’ll ever have because 

all these other things will die away. Even faith and hope, but love will last forever in Heaven. 
It’s so much more beautiful and significant if you read it in context.  

     My favorite example of this however comes in Hebrews. Another chapter that is so famous 
that it comes with a title: the hall of fame of faith! It lists several individuals that are GIANTS 

of faith. Able, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets! Huge lists, huge names. A list that 
makes you realize we truly do stand on the shoulders of giants. People talk about the individu-

als listed and break this chapter down several ways. However, in my very arrogant opinion 
(kidding) I think many people miss the point. More specifically they miss who this chapter is 
really about. 

      First, to lay some background to the entire book of Hebrews, it is a book with two major 

objectives. The most glaring and obvious one is to compare the New Law to the Old Law. 
Mostly by comparing Jesus to different things like angels, high priests, Moses, and the        
sacrifices made under the old law. The second less obvious, yet still pretty obvious, objective 

is to encourage the people who the author is writing to that they should stand firm in the Faith. 
Just read the last chapter verse by verse. There isn’t really a conscious stream of thought to  
follow through most of the chapter. It’s just different instructions to encourage them to stand 

strong.  



 

 
     So, with that in mind, let’s go back to the chapter we are discussing. We see all these 
names (until we get to Gideon) preceded by the words, “by faith” then it goes on to discuss 
what they did. Every name from Gideon on is mentioned to say, “they had great faith, but I 
don’t have the time!” It still lists their incredible accomplishments, but it can’t in the same  
detail as the others. The strangest names listed in this chapter comes from verses 29 and 30. I 
didn’t list them above, because I wanted to talk about them specifically. “29 By faith the    
people crossed the Red Sea on dry land…” We know “the people” to be the Jews escaping 
Egypt. Alright, seems like a strange addition giving what we know about the rest of that story.  
Speaking of the rest of that story, “30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down…” Think about 
this for a bit. These are two almost completely different groups of people. The Jews that 
crossed the Red Sea were almost entirely dead by the time they surrounded the walls of       
Jericho. They doubted God and His ability to give over the promised land to them.  
 
     Why bring this up? Good question. I think what this shows is that the people mentioned in 
this chapter have little to nothing to do with the point the author is trying to make. I think the 
point he is trying to make is that it is the faith of these people that matters. In reality I don’t 
think many people would argue this point but let’s dive a little deeper. Two different times in 
Hebrews, we see the writer call things “shadows.” First in chapter 8 comparing the Tabernacle 
to Heaven, and Jesus to the High Priest. Then again in chapter 10 comparing the Old Law to 
the New. The Old Law was a shadow of the New Law to come. Something we could look at 
and compare and learn from.  
 
     I think the book of Hebrews gives the Gentile Christian the purpose of the Old Testament 
more than any other book. It is there for us to see ourselves in, gain inspiration from, and grow 
from. I think these people mentioned in Chapter 11 are meant to be shadows themselves. The 
key verse that makes me think this is verse 13, “These all died in faith, not having received the 
things promised…” Take Abraham as the best example. When he died, his descendants did 
not outnumber the stars. But they would. When we die, we will not have seen our promise. 
When we die, we will not have entered our promise land. That comes after death. The writer 
of Hebrews lists all these people to explain to us, that they are shadows of us today! This 
chapter isn’t about the great things these people did in their faith. It’s about the great things 
YOU can do with your faith! Not convinced? I mentioned earlier that every name listed and 
expanded on starts with “By faith”. Let’s look at the first time we see those two words        
together, “3 By faith WE…” the first person mentioned in the hall of fame of faith is you. It’s 
a reminder that it isn’t the greatness of the person, but the greatness of God. It’s about the  
ability of God to use your faith to do incredible things!  
 
 
 
Now, go live a life that should be listed in the hall of fame of faith.  
 
 

Cody Harden 



 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

• April Pounders completed her last Chemo treatment Monday.  We want to pray for her  
as she waits to meet with her doctor.   

• Judy McKeown, the cousin of Allison Harrison , lost her battle with Covid.  Her  funeral 
service was held this week.  Please pray for Allison and her family. 

• Ann Hopper, mother of Joab Hopper of the Beech Hill congregation, passed away  last 
Sunday.  Joab is the husband of Hannah Simpson Hopper,.  Hannah is the 
granddaughter of Lutie and Jimmy Willingham.  

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  
April & Olivia Pounders,  Mark Martindale,  James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  

Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  
Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 

Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill, Austin Wentz, Danny Wilbanks, Lyda Gates 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• Teacher rotations start January 2, 2022. 
• Please check the sign-up sheets in the foyer for the following: 
  1. Lads to Leaders Activities 
  2.  Trip to Noah’s Ark for January 14-16 
  3.  One Call 
• Pantry items needed are canned fruits and vegetables. 
 

Worship Service January 2, 2022 
 

Announcements .................................................................................................. David Cook 
Song Leader ........................................................................................................ Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Sonny Meeks 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................. Nathan Stanford 
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Kenny Schmitz 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Chanston Jeter 
Opening Prayer PM ....................................................................................... Barry Grisham 
Lord’s Supper PM ............................................................................................ Kyle Hilliard 
Closing Prayer PM .......................................................................................... Mike Hudson 


