
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········ 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ·········· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ······· 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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The Honeybee and the Buzzard 

   Surely we all have some knowledge regarding 
this insect and this Fowl. Both have been placed 
on this earth for different purposes as  designed 
by the Creator, God Almighty.  While their 
functions are vital, they are radical in contrast.  
The buzzard is rather despised by the human 
family.  We esteem this bird as being  unsightly 
in appearance and undesirable because of its 
work, the devouring of dead carcasses.  Yet, in 
the balance of nature, this scavenger has a right-
ful place in our environment.  The honeybee, on 
the other hand, is well thought of and respected.  
While we dislike the sting of such a small in-
sect, we do appreciate the delicious  honey that 
it makes for us.  The bee can be seen  visiting 
the beautiful flowers and various blooms in the 
vegetative kingdom.  No wonder the honey that 
this bee makes is so sweet.   

  Strangely enough, the buzzard and the honey-
bee remind us of the various attitudes and dispo-
sitions found in different people.  Some folks 
enjoy dwelling on the ungodly, the gossip, the 
hearsay, the ugly, the bad, the filthy, the hurtful, 
and the immoral.  They seem to get their kicks 

 



 over telling or hearing a good piece of juicy slander.  And, the worse it stinks, 

the better they like it.  This old world is filled with individuals who love   

filthiness.  The Bible refers to people who “speak foolishness” and whose 

“heart will work iniquity” (Isiah 32:6). Paul writes of the unrighteous in this 

manner, “Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues they have practiced 

deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:  whose mouth is full of cursing 

and bitterness” (Romans 3:13-14).  Their ultimate end is eternal perdition, for  

Jesus said in Matthew 12:36-37, “But I say to you that every idle word men 

shall speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgement.  For by your 

words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.   

    We are grateful, however, that there are many Christians who love the good 

and the beautiful things of life.  They think upon that which is pure, honest, 

just, true, lovely, and of good report (Philippians 4:8). They feed upon the 

word of God that is “Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” (Psalm 

19:10). They know that “Pleasant words are like honeycomb, Sweetness to 

the soul, and health to the bones’  (Proverbs 16:24).  They “love life” and   

endeavor to “see good days;”  therefore , they “refrain his tongue from 

evil”  (1 Peter 3:10). 

    The question therefore is, “To be or not to be?”  That is, are you soaring 

over dead carcasses and seeking the corrupt; or , are you feasting upon the 

beautiful and the good?  Let us all “be” (live) like the honeybee and not the 

buzzard. 

Raymond Elliott 
Gospel Gleaner  Marh-April 2021 

 



 

    It’s Wonderful!  Try It!  
 
     There is nothing that is as wonderful, workable, and needful as Christianity. 
When you see “the real article” you never will see anything like it in beauty and 
goodness as long as you live in this world. 
    How to define the term is neither easy nor hard.  It is not because it is such a big 
thing and reaches into every facet of life.  It is not hard because it is clean and hon-
est, simple and plain, indeceptive and without illusion, pleasant and practical. 
     It is everything fine, wholesome, desirable, good, gladsome, assuring, tempering, 
ennobling, refining, uplifting, edifying, purifying comforting, consoling, comradely, 
peaceful, strengthening, and satisfying. 
     It is never hateful, spiteful, selfish, grudging, malicious, or hurtful.  It is gentle, 
kind patient, longsuffering, forbearing, and tenderhearted.  It embraces no evil, 
wickedness, underhandedness, double talk, or deceitfulness.  It overcomes  evil with 
good, uncomplainingly endures undeserved oppression, prays for them who would 
be despiteful and never retaliates. 
     It makes war utterly impossible, will absolutely obliterate crime, will completely 
abolish alcoholism,  will make obsolete every jail and detention house, will close the 
doors of every divorce court, and will make secure and happy every family on the 
face of the earth.   It will make padlocks, policemen and penitentiaries unnecessary.   
     It brings contentment with little, promptly shares with others who have less and 
neither covets wealth nor condemns of schemes to filch the riches of  others.  It 
pays an honorable wage and guarantees an honorable wage earner. 
     It transforms every sinful life, subdues every gossiping tongue, purifies every 
smutty heart, energizes every lazy soul, provides worthwhile incentive for every am-
bitious mind and fully gratifies the burning eagerness to get into the biggest and 
best thing in the whole world.  It will make a splendid man and woman. 
     It makes a person sweet spirited in sickness, stable in sorrow and secure in death.  
It offers an ironclad promise of eternal salvation to every soul.  It’s wonderful!  
There is nothing … positively nothing …. that can come anywhere near the wonder-
fulness of Christianity,  Try it! 

           Dale Knowles 

The  Spirutual Sword, October, 1980 
 



 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  
April & Olivia Pounders,   James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  

Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  
Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Debbie McCoy, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston, 

Ann Kesterson, Mike Moore, Kathy Hill 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

• Josh McCrary has decided to make a career change.  We thank him and Moriah for their 
dedicated service to the Ripley church of Christ and wish them the best in their future 
endeavors.  In the interim, James Horton will primarily fill the Pulpit and Josh James will 
teach the Sunday morning auditorium class.  Michael Harrison will move his Wednesday 
night class to the auditorium. 

• There will be an important meeting for all teachers down front after morning worship this 
Sunday, November 21st.  Please plan to attend if possible. 

• We will be participating in the Christmas “Adopt a Grandparent” program at Diversicareof 
Ripley this year.  See Carla Kuhl of Miranda Medlin to donate to this project. 

• There is a signup sheet for Lads to Leaders events located on the table in the foyer.  
Registration for MS and fees are due also.  See Donna or Kenny Schmitz. 

• The American Sign Language class will meet November 21, 2021 at 4:00. 
• There is a sign up list for a trip to Noah’s Ark.  The trip will be January 14-16, 2022.  See 

Carla Kuhl for more information.   
 

Worship Service November 21, 2021 
 

Announcements .........................................................................................  Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ...................................................................................................... Kyle Hillard 
Opening Prayer AM ............................................................................................ Josh James 
Read Scripture ................................................................................................ Chanston Jeter 
Lord’ Supper AM ............................................................................................ Mike Hudson 
Closing Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Barry Grisham 
Opening Prayer PM ............................................................................................. Brent Kuhl 
Lord’s Supper PM ......................................................................................... Clay Crawford 
Closing Prayer PM .............................................................................................. Sam Green 


