
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening············· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ·········· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ············ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············· 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ············ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ·········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ······ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ··········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ············ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ········ 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
 

PHONE:662-837-9011 
 

WEBSITE: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

      

PARTISIPITORIUM 

   Growing up playing baseball in Itawamba county 
you were always in the shadow of Brian Dozier. 
Mind you IAHS had several players go on to play 
college ball, and one that made it to the minors, but 
got injured before he made it to the show. Brian, 
however, everyone seemed to know was destined to 
make it to the big leagues. I always cheered for him, 
in no small part because he went to Church with me 
at Fulton. I don’t know if he would recognize me 
walking down the street, but he definitely would  

recognize my dad. When my dad would go see him 
play whenever he’d play in Atlanta or St. Louis he’d 
come talk to him before the game started. My dad 
taught him in his Bible classes most of his life.  

Needless to say, I was a fan of whatever team he 
played for. So, I was a Twins fan for several years, a 
Dodgers fan for a few years, and a Nationals fan for a 
little while. He won a World Series with the Nation-
als in 2019 and retired. So, I went a season without a 
team, a wonderer a vagabond in the MLB. Then, the 
Braves made the World Series this season, so I guess 
I’m a Braves fan again! 



     
     I make jokes to my Cardinals fans that I’m not a bandwagon fan, because I 
grew up a Braves fan, but then started following Brain’s career. Yet, truth be told, 
while I can name several players, I couldn’t tell you their starting rotation, their 
closer, or even all three outfielders. I suppose you can still consider me a fan,  
seeing as I will being cheering hard for them over the coming week, but I can’t 
say I’m as hard core of a fan as I am Ole Miss baseball. 
     All this got me to thinking of a book I read several years ago by a guy named 
Kyle Idleman. I can’t remember a great deal about the book, because it wasn’t a 
great book, but it was a fantastic primes. The idea was that a lot of times we are 
more fans of Jesus, than participants in our faith. It seemed to me, one of those 
books that keep me from trying my hand at writing a book. It was a fantastic open-
ing chapter or two, then several chapters of filler.  
     It made a very good point, however. So, today I’m going to steal that point and 
make an article based on the idea of his book!  
     Every Saturday this time of year millions of football fans pile into stadiums 
across the country to watch their favorite teams. Sure, there is a chance that the 
combined yelling of the thousands of fans assembled could make a difference in 
the outcome of the game by disrupting the offense, but in a much more real sense, 
they aren’t at all participating in the game at all. They are but observers. Watchers. 
Fans.  
     Every Sunday people come to Church services and observe “church.” Maybe, 
they’ll make a difference in the singing by participating in the words we sing, 
however, in a much more real sense, they aren’t participating in the service at all. 
They are but observers. Watchers. Fans. 
     I refer to the preacher at Fulton while I was growing up a lot. Russ Crosswhite 
was his name. He had several statements he’d say over and over again, to the point 

they are drilled into my head. One of which being, “this is not an auditorium, this 
is a partisipitorium.” I always thought it was a very interesting concept. We often 
fall into the habit of coming to church to hear the preaching. That’s not what we 
come together for.  

     I think this is something we may have lost throughout this pandemic. I’ve 
heard many people say this, “I can listen to the preacher just as well from home as 
I can in the building.” I don’t fault people for saying this. They weren’t thinking 

along these lines when they said it, and it was a different time, but church is not 
and has never been about listening to the preacher. Matter a fact, when we look 
throughout the Bible we see the only reasons we were instructed to come together 



 

the first day of the week was to give (1 Cor. 16:2) and to take communion (Acts 
20:7). Sure we see examples of preaching, but we have no instructions to do that 
alongside these two things. Worship is not an activity for fans to observe, but for 
Christians to participate in. When we sing, the point isn’t to just check off a box, 
but to praise God, and edify one another!  (Eph. 5:19). 
      I’m kind of a fan of the Braves. I’ll watch them now that they are in the series. 
I’m happy when good things happen for them, I’m bummed when bad things  
happen to them. Yet, I’m distant enough to not be too upset when the bad does 
happen. I’m a fan sure, but I’ll never get to participate in the games. I don’t want 
to be a fan of Jesus. I don’t want to only praise Him when it’s convenient. I don’t 
want to be distant enough that when things don’t go well for His Church I’m not 
too upset. I’m not a fan of Jesus. I participate in the Faith that He established!    
 

       Cody Hardin 
 
 
 

Pine Vale Children’s Home Pantry Needs 
 

Bar-B-Que Sauce, Brownie Mix,  Pancake Mix, Jelly, and Lysol Wipes 

 
 
 

Ripley church of Christ Pantry Items 
Needed 

 
Canned Meats,  Canned Pasta Meals, 

Soups 

 
 

 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please pray for Debbie McCoy.  She has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and will be 

starting chemotherapy soon. She is Bonnie Jordan’s daughter and Lori Cagle’s sister.  
• Brother Mark Martindale is recovering from an accident a few days ago and is doing better.  He had 

another CT scan Tuesday. 

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  

April & Olivia Pounders,   James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  
Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  

Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Johnny Raines, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• Congratulations to Jonathan and Paige Morrison on the birth of  their baby boy.  Boone Rollins was 
born October 23, 2021.  He weighed 8 lbs. 6 oz. and was 20 in long.  Mom and baby are doing well.  

        Proud grandparents are Steve & Lisa Morrison; Great-grandparents are Ray & Sherry Henderson.  

• There is a signup sheet for Lads to Leaders events located on the table in the foyer.  
• Trick-or-Trunk will be held after 5 p.m. services, October 31.  See Lillie Taylor to help. 
• The baby of Kevin & Savannah Orman, Ruby Rosaleigh, is expected to arrive by October 28. 

Savannah is registered at Babylist.com. There is a table in the foyer to place your gift. 
• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021.  
• Any of the ladies that would like to be put on the food committee list or to be taken off the list; 

please see Michele Elliott.  A new list is going to be completed. 
• Sign up for American Sign Language Class in the foyer!  Young, old, middle aged—anyone can 

learn!  See Tonya James for more information.  You can do this for Lads to Leaders or just for fun. 
• There is a sign up list for a trip to Noah’s Ark.  The trip will be January 14-19, 2022.  See Carla 

Kuhl for more information.   
• Elders , Deacons, and Minister meeting today at 3:30. 

Worship Service October 31, 2021 
 

Announcements ........................................................................................  Mark Martindale 
Song Leader ......................................................................................................... Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................... David Cook 
Read Scripture ..................................................................................................... Ben Wallis 
Lord’ Supper AM ..................................................................................... Nathan Robertson 
Closing Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Kenny Schmitz 
Opening Prayer PM ............................................................................................. Rob Elliott 
Lord’s Supper PM .............................................................................................. Kyle Hillard  
Closing Prayer PM ............................................................................................... Sam Green 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


