
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening············· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ·········· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ············ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············· 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ············ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ·········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ······ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ··········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ············ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ········ 662-837-9011 

The Ripley Reminder 
RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE-RIPLEY, MS 38663 
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“THE CHURCH:  
A REFLECTION OF GOD” 

(Ephesians) 
 

     Alexander Gustav Eiffel wants to build a monument 
that could be seen from anywhere in the city of  Paris, 
France. In 1889 Alexander made his dream a reality 
when he designed and built the Eiffel tower. This 
monument has become a landmark for people all over 
the world and anytime people think of Paris, France 
they think of the Eiffel tower.  
     What are some things that come to your mind 
when you think of the church of Christ? Are there 
good things?   Are there bad things?  If we are not 
careful we can allow a negative view of the church to 
cause us to want to leave the church. It is good for us 
to remember that the church is not a museum for the 
saved, but a hospital for sinners. This type of thinking 
will help us to see the beauty of God’s relationship 
with the church of our Lord. 
     I would like for us to study about how God wants 
people to view the church. We will notice passages 
from one the most beautiful books in the New  
Testament about how the church is a reflection of 
God. 



      Notice first, the CHURCH IS A REFLECTION OF GOD’S WEALTH. The church is the only society 
that exists for the benefit of its non-members. Paul wrote: “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7). “The eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:18). All of these verses speak of the 
wealth that God offers to humanity. Although the church exists to benefit everyone, the  
benefits of salvation are only found in Christ (in the church). He described these things above 
as “all spiritual blessings,” “redemption,” “forgiveness of sins,” and “inheritance in the saints.” 
Like the Eiffel tower standing tall for the world to see, the church stands as a memorial of the 
wealth that is spread abroad for the entire world. 
     Notice second, the CHURCH IS A REFLECTION OF GOD’S WILL. From the foundation of the 
world God planned to establish the church in the first century after the death of Christ. Paul 
wrote about this will that God had from long ago: “Making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, 
to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In him we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things 
according to the counsel of his will” (Ephesians 1:9-11). This plan of God is to unite all things 
to Himself, specifically sinners. One of the greatest reunifications of God’s will is when the  
Jews and Gentiles were reconciled in the Body of Christ the church. Notice what Paul wrote: 
“When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not 
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy  
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs,  
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gos-
pel” (Ephesians 3:4-6). The church is a reflection of the reconciliation of God extended to  
mankind. Oh, how thankful we are for that! 

     Notice third, the CHURCH IS A REFLECTION OF GOD’S WISDOM. When I see the church, I see 
how God is so smart in how everything is organized for the salvation of mankind. What other 
way could it be done? I cannot think of a better way that for Jesus to purchase the church with 
His blood (Acts 20:28). Paul wrote about God’s wisdom in bringing about the church: “So that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10). This idea reminds me of a Middle 
Eastern king who wanted to know his people. He walked the streets that they walked and 
wore the clothes that they wore. The king saw their homes, their lives, their families. He went 
to the poorest of people to meet their needs and made the poorest people the richest people 
by inviting them to live with him in his palace. When I see the church, that is what I see: a King 
who invites people to live in His palace.  
 



 

     Notice forth, the CHURCH IS A REFLECTION OF GOD’S WONDEROUS LOVE. I have never 
known anything to reflect the love of God more than the church. Paul wrote to the church at 
Corinth about them knowing the love of Christ: “So that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to  
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the full-
ness of God” (Ephesians 3:17-19). It is hard to comprehend how God loves us when we do not 
deserve to loved. It is hard to comprehend how God loves us when we fail Him so often. It is 
hard to comprehend how God loves us when we do not love as we should, BUT THAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH! The church helps us to understand that we are rooted and  
grounded in the love of God. It helps us to comprehend every avenue of the love of God 
(breadth, length, height, and depth).  
     In ancient times churches would ALWAYS paint the front door red. This was symbol of a 
place of safety. The door was painted this way so that it could be seen from afar, and so that 
everyone would know they could come to this place and be safe. Today, the church is a place 
that can be seen as that place of safety as well. It is a reflection of God’s wonderous love.  
     Notice fifth, the CHURCH IS A REFLECTION OF GOD’S WORTHINESS. All of these points lead 
to this last one. Because of all that God has done… HE IS WORTHY. Paul wrote: “Now to him 
who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera-
tions, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3 20-21). We often sing: “Worthy of riches, glory 
and honor. Worthy of wisdom, glory and power. Worthy of earth and heaven’s thanksgiving. 
Worthy are thou! Worthy art thou!”  
     Jesus is the light of the world and the church is simply a reflection of that light. God is a 
great and merciful God who calls out to His creation. God is calling all of us home. I pray that if 
you are not a member of the Lord’s church that you will become one by obeying the Gospel. I 
pray that if you are a member that you and I will appreciate the church for being the Bride of 
Christ. Let’s all give God thanks and glory for what He has done in the church of our Lord. 

 

Josh McCrary 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please pray for Debbie McCoy.  She has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and 

will be starting chemotherapy soon. She is Bonnie Jordan’s daughter and Lori Cagle’s 
sister.  

• Brother Mark Martindale is home from the hospital recuperating from a recent accident.  
Please pray for his speedy recovery.   

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  

April & Olivia Pounders,   James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  
Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  

Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Johnny Raines, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
• There is a signup sheet for Lads to Leaders events located on the table in the foyer.  
• Trick-or-Trunk will be help after 5 p.m. services, October 31.  See Lillie Taylor to help. 
• The baby of Kevin & Savannah Orman, Ruby Rosaleigh, is expected to arrive by October 28. 

Savannah is registered at Babylist.com. There is a table in the foyer to place your gift. 
• The baby of Jonathan & Paige Morrison, Boone Rolins Morrison, is expected to arrive October 

31. Paige is registered at Stella Baby and would appreciate gift cards, diapers & wipes. There is 
a table in the foyer to place your gift.  

• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021.  
• Any of the ladies that would like to be put on the food committee list or to be taken off the list; 

please see Michele Elliott.  A new list is going to be completed. 
• Regina Wallis is the new secretary.  Please call the church phone,(662)837-9011 or email her at 

rmschurchofchrist@gmail.com to add announcements. 

Worship Service October 24, 2021 
 

Announcements .............................................................................................  Dan Shappley 
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Tim McMillin 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................... Chanston Jeter 
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Brad Pounders 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ David Hudson 
Opening Prayer PM ............................................................................................. Rob Elliott 
Lord’s Supper PM ...................................................................................... Cooper Pounders  
Closing Prayer PM ..................................................................................... Ronald Chapman 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 

mailto:rmschurchofchrist@gmail.com

