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LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
 

“TRUST IN THE LORD” 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not unto your own understanding” 

Proverbs 3:5 

Recently while driving through a nearby city, I observed several yard signs bear-
ing the message: “Trust In Jesus.” Each sign bore the name of the sponsoring 
church which had chosen to display the signs in promotion of their congregation. 
This exhortation is similar to the one on our U.S. currency: “In God We Trust.” I 
have also seen this phrase along the side, and across the trunk, of several police 
cars. 
The wisdom of God is seen in His words of frequently motivating man to trust in 
Him. In Isaiah 12:2, the prophet said, “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust 
and be not afraid, for the Lord is my strength and my song. ”Job confidently stat-
ed, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” (Job 13:15)   
How often has our faith been shaken because of difficulties in our lives? How 
many times have we been tempted to ask, “Why me, Lord?” “Why now?” “Why 
this?” 
We are challenged to establish, and follow the habit, of trusting God instead of 
doubting Him. King David said, “In God I have put my trust: I will not be afraid 
what man can do to me.” (Ps. 56:11) Our Heavenly Father knows our every fear 
and emotion. (Ps. 139:4) With love and compassion, He says to us, “Do not fear.” 
Ask God for courage in overcoming fear and worry, then “Wait on the Lord: be of 
good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.”  
(Ps. 27:14) 
 
My Minute’s up!                                                        James A. Horton 



JOHN THE BAPTIST,  
FAITHFUL JESUS PREPARER 

 
     Matthew 3:1 speaks of “John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea.” “This is he 
that was spoken of by the prophet Esias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Pre-
pare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” (Matthew 3:3;  Isaiah 40:3). Thus, Mat-
thew introduces John the Baptist, Greek, “BAPTISTES,…a baptizer.” (Strong’s Exhaustive 
Concordance, p. 97). Luke Introduces us to John in chapter one of his first “treatise” to 
“Theophilus.” (Acts 1:1;  Luke 1:3). Luke describes his writings as “a declaration of those 
things which are most surely believed among us.” (Luke 1:1). Those faithful to God were united 
in belief and teaching (1 Corinthians 1:10;  John 17:20-23), because they “were eyewitnesses, 
and ministers of the word;…having had a perfect understanding of all things from the very first,
….” (Luke 1:2, 3). Therefore, they could “know the certainty of those things.” (Verse 4). 
    Notice how Luke introduces John. First, he tells of his parents. His father, “Zacharias”, was a 
“priest” “of the course of Abia:  and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth.” (Verse 5). Second, “they were both righteous before God, walking in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless.” (Verse 6). Blameless, Greek, “AMEPTOS,
…irreproachable:--blameless, faultless, unblameable.” (Strong’s, p. 129). Please notice the dif-
ference between sinless and blameless. No human is sinless (Romans 3:10, 12, 23), but all can 
be blameless, faithful, when there is a realization of sin and genuine repentance. (1 John 1:7-10;  
2:1;  2 Corinthians 7:8-11). Only Jesus was sinless. (1 Peter 2:22-24). Third,  Zacharias 
“executed the priest’s office before God.” (Verse 8). He was able, busy, and faithful. Verses 11, 
12 indicate the respect and awe Zacharias had when he saw an angel. Verse 13 may imply that 
Zacharias, childless (Verse 7), was praying for a child, possibly, a son. Fourth, the angel told 
Zacharias that he would have a son, and that his name would be John. (Verse 13). Fifth, John’s 
life and work were described in verses 14-17:  John would bring joy, be  “great in the sight of 
the Lord”, be self-controlled, filled with the Holy Ghost, a great motivator, have the spirit and 
power of Elijah, and prepare the way for Jesus. Because of his doubt, Zacharias was unable to 
speak until he named the baby John as the angel told him. (Verse 20). Elizabeth’s response to 
Mary’s announcement that she would bear the Son of God, reveals her deep and abiding faith in 
God and His plan for John and Jesus, and also her acceptance of her son’s secondary role. 
     When Elizabeth’s baby was born, “her neighbors and her cousins...called him Zacharias, af-
ter the name of his father. And his mother answered and said, Not so;  but his name shall be 
called John.” (Verses 57-60). Appeal was made to Zacharias for a name, and he wrote, “His 
name is John.” (Verse 63). His tongue was then loosed, and he “praised God.” (Verse 64). 
Hearers of this said, “What manner of child shall this be!” (Verse 66). “And the hand of the 
Lord was with him.” (Ibid). “Zacharias” was “filled with the Holy Ghost” and 
“prophesied.” (Verse 67-79). “And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the 
desert till the day of his shewing unto Israel.” (Verse 80). 
     It is no wonder that John was the man he was. What parents he had!  Would to God that eve-
ry child had such godly parents. Sadly, most children are born with two, even three, strikes 
against them. It is no wonder that so many turn out to be losers, sinful. And the world  wonders, 
WHY?????? 
    



  Attention is now briefly turned to the short existence of John, whose life was full of powerful, 
preparatory, presentations concerning Jesus. John knew that Jesus would increase, while he de-
creased. (John 3:30). In spite of this knowledge, we see John “in the wilderness of Ju-
daea” (Luke 18:1;  3:2;  Matthew 3:1) preaching (Matthew 3:1) to people of “Jerusalem, and all 
Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan.” (Matthew 3:5). “John did baptize in the wilder-
ness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” (Mark 1:4). The response 
was that they “were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.” (Mark 
1:5). John “preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose 
shoes, I am not worthy to stoop down and release.” (Verse 7). Jesus even came to John to be 
baptized of him. (Verse 9;  Matthew 3:13-17). Many thought John was Jesus, but John contin-
ued to point them to Jesus (Luke 3:15-17;  John 1), and the coming kingdom. (Matthew 3:2). 
     “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” (John 1:6). He “came for a wit-
ness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light…the true Light.” (John 1:7-9). John continued 
to point man to Jesus, while declaring his role as the preparer. (READ and stress this in John 
1:10-37;  3:23-36). Cf. also. John 5:33, 36;  10:41. John faithfully preached the truth, even 
when it led to his imprisonment and death. (Matthew 14:3, 4, 8-11). 
     Jesus placed his stamp of approval on John. (Matthew 17:10-13). 
     One who faithfully preaches and teaches will “preach the word;  be instant in season, out of 
season;  reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine”, whether people “endure 
sound doctrine”, or not. (2 Timothy 4:2-5).  
The lost must be led to hear the word of God (Romans 10:17), believe in God and Jesus 
(Hebrews 11:6;  John 8:24), repent of sins (Acts 3:19;  17:30, 31), confess God and Jesus (Acts 
8:37), and obey the command to be baptized (Acts 10:48), by burial in water (Romans 6:1-5;  
Acts 8:38, 39), for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38;  22:16), to enter Christ (Galatians 3:26, 27) 
and His Church (1 Corinthians 12:13), with the Lord doing the adding. (Acts 2:41, 47). 
     The saved are then to be taught that they are “newborn babes”  who are to “desire the sincere 
milk of the word” to “grow thereby.” (1 Peter 2:2;  2 Peter 3:18;  2 Timothy 2:15). They should 
be taught to turn from “the works of the flesh” (Galatians 5:19-21) to “the fruit of the spir-
it” (Galatians 5:22-26), to “put off…the old man”, and “put on the new.” (Ephesians 4:22-6:24). 
“Saints and faithful brethren” (Colossians 1:2) are to mortify, put to death, sinful thoughts and 
actions, while setting their affections on things above. (Colossians 3:1-5). 
     Christians will not be sinless (1 John 1:7-10), and must be ready and willing to repent of any 
and all sins committed since becoming children of God. (Acts 8:22-24;  James 5:16;  Revelation 
2:5;  2 Corinthians 7:8-11). 
     Preachers and teachers of the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-11) should hide themselves behind 
the cross, so that hearers will leave with Jesus the Son of God on their minds, rather than the 
teacher’s oratorical, educational, and personality skills. Also, as the late and beloved W. A. 
Bradfied used to teach, Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. Do not 
decide for anyone who will and who will not obey;  let them make that decision. Do as did the 
New Testament Christians:  The taught taught the untaught;  the disciples discipled the undisci-
pled;  the found found the unfound;  and the saved saved the unsaved. 

 
James Pilgrim        

 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

• Please pray for Debbie McCoy.  She has been diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer and will be starting chemotherapy in a couple of weeks. She is 
Bonnie Jordan’s daughter and Lori Cagle’s sister. 

 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  
April & Olivia Pounders,   James Nunnally,  Everette Hurt, Jr.,  

Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  
Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Johnny Raines, Cara Liles, Jacob Johnston 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• There is a sign up sheet for Lads to Leaders events located on the table in 
the foyer.  

• The baby of Kevin & Savannah Orman, Ruby Rosaleigh, is expected to arrive 
by October 28. Savannah is registered at Babylist.com. There is a table in the 
foyer to place your gift. 

• The baby of Jonathan & Paige Morrison, Boone Rolins Morrison, is expected 
to arrive October 31. Paige is registered at Stella Baby and would appreciate 
gift cards, diapers & wipes. There is a table in the foyer to place your gift.  

• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 
2021. 

Worship Service October 17, 2021 
 

Announcements ........................................................................................  Michael Harrison 
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer AM ............................................................................................. Brent Kuhl 
Read Scripture ..................................................................................................... Sam Green 
Lord’ Supper AM ......................................................................................... Kenny Schmitz 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................... Cody Hardin 
Opening Prayer PM .................................................................................. Nathan Robertson 
Lord’s Supper PM ....................................................................................... Michael Hudson  
Closing Prayer PM ......................................................................................... James Wilburn 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


