
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ··· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ····· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ········· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ···· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ······· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ········ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ········· 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ··· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ········ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ······ 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ·· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ····· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ··· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ······· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ········ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ····· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ···· 662-512-8326 

The Ripley Reminder 
Let’s Take A Minute. . . 

 

“CONTINUE WITH THE LORD” 
“And when he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, 

and encouraged them all that 
 with purpose of heart they should continue with the 

Lord.”  (Acts 11:23) 
 

     Luke introduces a man in Acts 4:36 named Joses by his 
parents, but the apostles gave him the nickname of 
Barnabas, which means “Son of Exhortation or 
Encouragement.”  
     Barnabas was an encourager and exhorter of his fellow 
Christians. In fact, each time you read of Barnabas, he is 
busy encouraging others to be zealous in serving the Lord! 
     It was on the occasion of the church in Jerusalem hearing 
about the growth of the congregation of saints in Antioch 
that the brethren sent Barnabas to Antioch to find out, and 
report back, what was happening there. 
     The text says, “When he came and saw the grace of God 
among the brethren in Antioch, he encouraged them all that 
with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.” 
     The phrase “continue with the Lord” just means to 
commit to follow the Lord in all He has taught a child of 
God to be, and to do, as a servant of God. Jesus is our 
example of full commitment to God. After all, He came to 
do the Father’s will, and so should we, to the best of our 
ability. 
     Who has encouraged you to “Continue with the Lord?” 
Parents? A Bible class teacher? A preacher or an elder? A 
fellow Christian whom you admire and respect? Who saw 
abilities and value in you as a person and encouraged you to 
use your talents to be zealously involved in the worship and 
work of the Savior? 
     Each of us should want, and strive, to be an 
“encourager” like the beloved Barnabas! This we can do by 
lifting others up and by challenging them to “continue with 
the Lord” as we endeavor to do so ourselves. 
 

My minute’s up!     
 James A. Horton 



“WHEN HOPE TURNS TO DESPAIR” 
(2 Kings 6:17) 

 

 Around 850 B.C. Elisha takes the place of his mentor and assumes the responsibility of 
pulling back the curtain of the holiness of God. His primary responsibility to get rid of the idol-
atry in the land of Israel. The plague of idolatry had saturated the land since the reign of David 
150 years earlier. Israel’s leadership is steeped in idolatry and the king of Syria decides to make 
war with Israel. The people are in complete despair! Does this sound familiar? 
 The fear and anxiety is more than the people can bear. It seems the Lord is nowhere to 
be found, UNTIL the prophet Elisha comes to help. Elisha was there to make known that God 
was going to help the people get through this VERY trying time. Peter wrote: “Humble your-
selves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7-8). Therefore, 
when times get tough today, let’s remember that God is still active in the world. We can still 
cast our worries and fears on Him.  
 The context of the Syrian war can be found in 2 Kings 6. Notice the intentions of Ben-
hadad, the king of Syria: “Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took 
counsel with his servants, saying, “At such and such a place shall be my camp.” But the 
man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for 
the Syrians are going down there.” (2 Kings 6:8-9). Although the king of Syria had inten-
tions of destroying the people of Israel, God was there to help. The prophet Elisha was able to 
comfort the people by letting them know that God was still near.  
 As the Syrian army approached the fear of the people became more extreme, but notice 
what happens next: “So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and they came 
by night and surrounded the city. When the servant of the man of God rose early in the 
morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. 
And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” He said, “Do not be afraid, 
for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed 
and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes 
of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 
fire all around Elisha” (2 Kings 6:14-17). There were two armies present that day! Only the 
Syrian army could be seen with the naked eye. God’s army was there and was seen by faith. 
Today, we may think the armies are God are not present, but we must realize that just because 
bad things are happening it doesn’t mean that God is not near. Sometimes, bad things happen 
simply because the world we live in is full of sin. Sin always leads to death (Rom. 6:23). There-
fore, when death is reigning in the world, we know that sin is also reigning.  
 It’s time to call our nation back to God! It’s time to ask the Lord to open the eyes of His 
people so they can see God’s army! We need those same chariots of fire to fight on our behalf 
today!  
 This reminds me that faith is not always easy. It means we must see what is invisible. 
Do you remember when Moses was having a hard time in Egypt? He had to learn to see God. 
Notice this about what Moses did: “By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of 
the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27). Paul also wrote to 
the church at Corinth about a similar concept, saying: “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7). He writer of the book of Hebrews makes it clear that those who are listed in 



the “Hall of Fame of Faith” are those who overcame by seeing what is invisible to the naked 
eye: “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For 
by it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the uni-
verse was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that 
are visible” (Hebrews 11:1-3).  
 In a world that is focused heavily on the outward, physical, and corruptible things it is 
important to see the things that are invisible. Paul wrote: “So we do not lose heart. Though 
our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all compari-
son, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:16-18). It seems this verse teaches that when we take focus away from spiritual things, 
we will always be extremely disappointed. When we focus on the spiritual aspect of our lives, 
we will always be uplifted. I want to challenge all of us (especially myself) to remember the 
spiritual part of our lives. Let’s set some goals that will help us to get through the tough times. 
The most important thing that one can do is plan ahead. Therefore, what will be your plan? 
 I want to give you three things that I believe will help all of us to seek God more in the 
times when we feel like He may be missing. 
 First, let’s seek God PERSISTENTLY. There is no more important time to find God 
than right NOW! Have you ever had a problem with your car than was not anything major, like 
window was not working, cracked windshield, or problems with A/C? The car was still driva-
ble, so the problem was not urgent. We tend to put off what we think isn’t urgent. What if you 
have a flat tire? It would need to be fixed immediately. I have found in times that I feel like God 
is not near, it is usually because I need to seek Him and seek Him NOW! Isaiah wrote: “Seek 
the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near” (Isaiah 55:6). Therefore, 
we do not want to treat our relationship with God like something that is not urgent.  
 Second, let us seek God PENITENTLY. Most of us have found ourselves seeking God’s 
forgiveness for many things throughout our lives. This is a good thing! This means we are still 
being convicted by the powerful Word of God. There are times when we are high on a moun-
tain and other times when we are in the valley. Let’s take an honest look at ourselves wherever 
we are (on the mountain or in the valley), and let’s pray to God and ask for His forgiveness. Da-
vid wrote: “O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath. Be 
gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing; heal me, O LORD, for my bones are trou-
bled” (Psalm 6:1-2). We cannot go wrong when seek the forgiveness of God in our land. 
 Third, let us seek God POWERFULLY. In a time when church is on T.V. and Bible 
study is often missed, we need food for our souls. The writer of Hebrews wrote: “And without 
faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). Let’s all make a prom-
ise to God that we will still seek Him powerfully during the pandemic, when services are not 
always easy to attend. Like Elisha, let’s pray that our eyes may be opened to see the army of 
God in times despair. 
 

Josh McCrary 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Please pray for Jenny Thompson, Penny Simpson and David Woods. They have been 

diagnosed with Covid.  

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris 

Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James 

Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, 

Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, David Woods, Barbara Papkey 
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• Because of the rise in Covid cases, the Elders are recommending face mask for those who 

choose to worship inside. You can watch Livestream by going to our web site 

www.rmschurchofchrist.com and clicking on the livestream tab. You can also worship by 

listening to FM. 91.5 in the parking lot. Please leave room next to the building for those 

worshiping outside. Communion kits will be available to pick up Saturdays at the 

building. May we all stay safe as we worship and glorify God.  

• We are asking that all students and teachers wear masks in the classrooms starting with 
4&5 year old’s. Thank you for remembering that quarantine from school or work should 
include quarantine from church as well.  

• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021. 
 

 

Worship Service September 5, 2021 
 

Announcements ....................................................................  Michael Harrison 
Song Leader ........................................................................... Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer AM ....................................................................... David Cook 
Read Scripture ................................................................................. Sam Green 
Lord’ Supper AM ............................................................................. Brent Kuhl 
Closing Prayer AM ............................................................... Rodney Chapman 
Opening Prayer PM ..................................................................... Benny Wallis 
Lord’s Supper PM ................................................................. Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM ...................................................................... Mike Hudson 
Ushers ...................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


