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Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ·········· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ······· 662-512-8326 

The Ripley Reminder 

The members of the Ripley Church of Christ 
would like to recognize Michael Harrison as Elder. 
His dedicated service to The Lord and His Church 
and Michael’s ability to meet all the qualifications 

set out in Scripture will continue to bless our 
Church family. We appreciation his willingness to 

serve as Shepherd to the flock at Ripley.  

 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of 
double honour, especially they who labour in the 

word and doctrine.  
1 Timothy 5:17 



“4 DIMENSIONS” 
(Ephesians 3:14-19) 

 

 An Indian chief was asked why he always talked about Christ’s love. The chief did not 
say a word, but gathered some grass and sticks and made a circle. The chief placed a caterpillar 
in the middle of the circle and lit the grass and sticks on fire. The caterpillar began to rush 
around feverishly as the fire was getting closer. Then, the caterpillar stood up as if it were 
looking to the chief for help. The chief reached down with his finger and rescued the little 
worm from being burned. The chief said: “This is why I talk about the love of Jesus; because 
when the fires of sin circled around me, Christ was willing to save a worm like me.” 
 We sing a song in our hymnals that reads: “Alas and did Savior bleed and did my 
sovereign die. Would he devote that sacred head for such a worm as I? At the cross at the cross 
where I first saw the light, And the burden of my heart rolled away. It was there by faith I 
received my sight, And now I am happy all the day.” You see, by Jesus’ love we have hope! 
 Paul wrote about the love of Christ in four dimensions, describing it in breadth, length, 
height, and depth. He prayed that the Ephesians would know Jesus’ love in this manner. My 
prayer is for the church at Ripley to know it in the same way. Notice the text: “For this reason 
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and 
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:14-19). 
 In this article, I would like for us to notice the four dimensions of Christ’s love. What 
does each of these dimensions represent? I hope that we will better appreciate the love of Christ 
by looking at these four dimensions. 
 Notice first, the BREADTH AND LENGTH. This is literally the WIDTH (wide and 
far). How wide is the love of our Savior? I believe it is pictured in the arms of Jesus stretched 
out on the cross. Luke wrote: “And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, 
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:33-34). The thieves 
crucified on both sides of Jesus are representative of all the people looking up at the Savior of 
the world. Jesus said: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14). “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me” (John 12:32). All the people present that day realized the BREADTH 
(width) of the love of God, especially when Jesus said with His own mouth: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” With His arms stretched out… With the words He 
spoke… He shows how wide the river of love flows toward all the world (John 3:16). 
 I think a good question for me to ask myself (and for you to ask yourself) is: “How do I 
feel about those who wish to do me harm?” Also, I need to ask myself (and you ask yourself): 
“How willing am I to overlook someone’s actions because I don’t know all the facts about what 
is happening in someone’s life?” Jesus was willing to love those who hurt Him and was willing 
to accept their lack of understanding about who He was. A WIDE love does these things.  



 Notice second, the HEIGHT. The cross, not only points east and west, but also north 
and south. Christ’s love and mercy reaches all the way to heaven. David wrote: “For as high as 
the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him” (Psalm 103:11). There is no greater height than what reaches the throne of God. The 
writer of the book of Hebrews wrote: “For Christ has entered, not into holy places made 
with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest 
enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, for then he would have had to 
suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for 
all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:24-26). At 
what height was Jesus willing to go to save us? He was willing to go into the presence of God 
and offer Himself! 
 I believe the application for us is: “What am I willing to go to help another person go to 
heaven?” How can I take a person before the throne of God? The height of God’s love means 
that He was willing to give His son. The height of the love of Jesus means that He was willing 
to say: “Not my will, but your will be done.” Therefore, I believe that loving God and loving 
our neighbors means that no matter what a person needs from us, we must be willing to help in 
some way. Many times people only help those whom they like, but Jesus’ example does not 
depict that in the account of His crucifixion.  
 Notice third, the DEPTH. This Greek word literally describes “deepness.” We sing a 
song called Deep and Wide and the words of the song say: “Deep and Wide… there’s a 
fountain flowing deep and wide.” The idea of this song is everything discussed in this study. 
Paul wrote to the Corinthian church about God revealing His plan of salvation to mankind. 
Notice what he wrote: “These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10). The “depths of 
God” are the same depths that are mentioned in the text for this article. The same Greek word is 
used to describe them both. No matter how deep a person is stuck in pain, sin, worldliness, and 
sorrow God is there to find them in the midst of it all. God’s love is so DEEP! 
 Jesus described the deepness of His own love in a way the disciples did not understand. 
He told them that he would be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matthew 
12:40), which is a way of saying: “I am willing to go to the deepest part of the world to save 
you.” God used His Son Jesus to show us that he will not leave His people in the realm of the 
dead (hades). He showed this by allowing Jesus to be covered and buried in the earth, but rising 
victoriously! Peter described this in His sermon on the Day of Pentecost, saying: “Being 
therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would 
set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of 
the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This 
Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:30-32). Christ went into the 
“abyss” as described in Romans 10:7. This is the deepest part of our world, the realm of the 
dead. 
 In conclusion, may we all be encouraged by the dimensions of Christ’s love and 
remember never to stray away from it. May God bless your journey to heaven. 
 

Josh McCrary 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• We are sad that June Franks Booker passed away last week. Her services were 

Wednesday, September 22 in Kosciusko. Our prayers are with the Franks and Booker 
families.  

• David Kent, Christina Nunnally’s father, passed away on September 19. Funeral 
services were September 22.  

• Carla Liles has been diagnosed with cancer and request our prayers. She is scheduled 
for surgery Thursday the 23rd. Carla is the wife of Ripley football Coach Perry Liles 
and teaches at Ripley Elementary. 

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  

April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde,  
Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  

Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Johnny Raines 
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• The Pantry is in need of non-perishable items as we continue to serve the needed in our 

community.   
• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021. 
• Because of the rise in Covid cases, the Elders are recommending face mask for those who 

choose to worship inside. You can watch Livestream by going to our web site 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com and clicking on the livestream tab. You can also worship by 
listening to FM. 91.5 in the parking lot. Please leave room next to the building for those 
worshiping outside. Communion kits will be available to pick up Saturdays at the 
building. May we all stay safe as we worship and glorify God.  

Worship Service September 26, 2021 
 

Announcements ........................................................................................  Mark Martindale 
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Tim McMillin 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................... Chanston Jeter 
Lord’ Supper AM ................................................................................................ Josh James 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ Barry Grisham 
Opening Prayer PM ................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Lord’s Supper PM .............................................................................................. Kyle Hillard  
Closing Prayer PM ......................................................................................... Chanston Jeter 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


