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The Ripley Reminder 

My First Lie 
By Cody Hardin 

  
 I have a terrible memory from when I 
was young. I remember almost nothing before 
6th grade. Most of what I “remember” is from 
hearing my parents tell stories of goofy things 
I’ve done. As I’m sure you can guess, I did a 
lot of goofy things. 

One of my mom’s favorite stories 
happed when I was very young. Young 
enough my mom was still giving me baths. 
Evidently, I wanted to play with the Q-tips, 
but she wouldn’t let me. How mean of her! 
So, when she left the room to get something, 
I pulled the whole bulk pack of   Q-tips into 
the tub with me. There were hundreds of Q-
tips floating in the tub with me. Mom got 
back, saw what happened, and for some 
strange reason felt the need to ask me, “Did 
you do this?” I mean of course I did! Who 
else is in here? I was trying to play with them 
when you were in here, now they are in the 
tub. What are the odds someone else did it? 
However, that was not what I said. I said 
absolutely not! I did not do this thing! My 
hands are clean! And not just because I’m 
taking a bath. Of course, I wasn’t that clever 
as a child, but like a politician I did deny, 



deny, deny. If I remember her telling of the story, I got a good spanking for 
lying to Mom.  
 That is, I think, one of the first REAL lies I told. Of course, my lies 
did not end there. Not to say that I have an issue with lying, but I think we 
all are guilty of small lies here and there. I’d have to say though the person 
I’ve lied to the most though is myself.  
 It can be difficult to understand how someone could lie to themselves, 
but it’s the same way that any good liar convinces someone that something 
utterly false is a lie. You sprinkle truth into your lie. If 99% of a statement is 
true and 1% is false, it’s still a lie, but it’s a lie that is much easier to believe.  
 For example, let’s look to the first lie ever told. The serpant told Eve 
she wouldn’t die, her eyes would be open, and she would be able to tell good 
from evil. Well, she didn’t die immediately, and she learned what sin was, 
because she had just committed the first one. A clever lie, sprinkled with a 
great deal of truth, but a lie, nonetheless.  
 So how do I lie to myself? Better yet, how do we all lie to ourselves? 
The exact way that the serpant lied to Eve in the garden. We convince 
ourselves that disobeying God is acceptable, insignificant, or even a good 
thing. We lie to ourselves because every sin is based on a lie. That 
wondering off the path God has set for us and venturing out on our own 
would be better for us. Let’s make this very simple: IT NEVER IS! Not, 
“sometimes it’s okay.” No, “what if’s…” No, “Wait, my situation is 
different.” It’s not. It never is. God’s path is always, ALWAYS, the better 
path.  
 Long story short is this: temptation is always a lie. Sin is a momentary 
joy, that leads to long term despair. There is no sin that leads to happiness. 
No matter how much we lie to ourselves. You can trust me because even 
though I am only 28, I have plenty of experience trying to find happiness in 
sin. I’ve never found it. If I hid your phone in the auditorium of the church 
building, you could look over every inch of the rest of the building, but you 
will never find your phone until you look in the auditorium. It’s the same 
concept. Why look for happiness in sin when it’s clearly not there. Find your 
joy and your peace in God. (Phil. 4:6) 



LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
 

YOU CAN’T ESCAPE 
“. ..you have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out.” 

Numbers 32:23 
 

In the late 1930s, a gang of thieves made elaborate plans to rob a mid-
western bank. They laid out a near-perfect strategy of breaking into the bank 
between midnight and daybreak; devised a complex plan for escaping 
through passageways and alleys and using various vehicles to make their 
way out of the state. The police arrived in minutes but lost them in the dark 
and assumed the criminals had gotten away. 
 
When the sun came up, the police could detect, by footprints, crushed grass 
and broken limbs, the path the robbers had taken in their getaway. Within a 
half-mile of the bank, the bodies of the three thieves were found in a man-
made ravine of smooth sides and filled with water. All three had drowned 
due to their inability to cling to any protrusions which would have aided in 
their escape. Investigators concluded they had gotten sidetracked in the 
darkness and had fallen into the ravine with no chance of extracting them-
selves. 
 
Not all who plot evil deeds come to the same end in this life. Many sinful 
actions go unpunished. But God’s word provides evidence that those who 
engage in such activity will one day have to face the consequences of their 
actions. What they have done in the dark will be revealed in the light of 
God’s retribution. So, “Be sure your sin will find you out!” If not in this life, 
certainly in the life to come. 
 
Christ will come to judge all of mankind. We are warned that “We must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ to give an account for the things 
we have done, whether it be good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10) 
 
My minute’s up. . .                                                                   

James A. Horton 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• We are sad to announce that T. J. Sims passed away. He is Kathy Shappley’s nephew.  
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia 

Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne 

Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey 
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• Michael Harrison will be ordained as Elder on September 19, 2021.                                                    
“This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work”  1 Timothy 3:1 

• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021. 

• Because of the rise in Covid cases, the Elders are recommending face mask for those who 

choose to worship inside. You can watch Livestream by going to our web site 

www.rmschurchofchrist.com and clicking on the livestream tab. You can also worship by 

listening to FM. 91.5 in the parking lot. Please leave room next to the building for those 

worshiping outside. Communion kits will be available to pick up Saturdays at the 

building. May we all stay safe as we worship and glorify God.  

• We are asking that all students and teachers wear masks in the classrooms starting with 
4&5 year old’s. Thank you for remembering that quarantine from school or work should 
include quarantine from church as well.  

 

Worship Service September 19, 2021 
 

Announcements .................................................................................................  David Cook 
Song Leader .................................................................................................... Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ............................................................................................ Brent Kuhl 
Read Scripture ............................................................................................ Cooper Pounders 
Lord’ Supper AM ........................................................................................... Tim McMillin 
Closing Prayer AM ......................................................................................... Matt Hopkins 
Opening Prayer PM ........................................................................................ Brad Pounders 
Lord’s Supper PM ....................................................................................... Nathan Stanford 
Closing Prayer PM ........................................................................................ James Wilburn 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


