
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ···· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ····· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ········· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ··· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ······· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ········ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ········· 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ··· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ········ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ······ 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ·· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ····· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ··· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ······· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ········ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ····· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ···· 662-512-8326 

The Ripley Reminder 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 

 

“UNDER FOOT” 
“. . ..having a desire to depart and be WITH Christ, which is far 

better.” (Philippians 1:23) 
 

     How many of us remember our mothers insisting that we 
should “go outside and play” and not be “under foot” while she 
cleans, cooks, or engages in other domestic activities? 
     But then, there comes a time in the lives of most parents when 
we miss having our children “under foot” because they have 
grown up and left home for college, a job, the military or even 
marriage. 
     They leave the home of their youth and parents are left behind 
to long for the next phone call or their visit back home. We look 
forward to being reunited as often, and in as many ways as 
possible! 
     Now, although the Christian’s relationship with God is never 
referred to in the Scriptures as being ”under foot,” nevertheless, a 
very close and dependent relationship exists between the 
Christian and his Heavenly Father; closer even than parent and 
child! 
     In Gal. 2:20, Paul said, “I am crucified WITH Christ. . .” 
Notice the relationship which exists between Christ and the 
Christian. Paul WITH Christ! Such a relation-ship has a definite 
restraining influence on each of us because “The eyes of the 
Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.” (Prov. 
15:3) 
     There is a sense of being with the Lord when we come to 
obey Him. We are “buried WITH Him in baptism: (Rom. 6:4) 
     Even in worship, we are WITH Him: “Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” (Matt. 18:20) 
     There is the increased presence WTH the Lord when we leave 
this world through death! In 2 Cor. 5:6, Paul said, “. . .while we 
are at home in the body, we are absence from the Lord.” 
     Finally, there is this final sense in which we will be WITH the 
Lord: in an eternal existence which is so far, far beyond our 
ability even to comprehend! (Text above!) In this sense, I am 
excited about someday being “under foot” in the very presence 
of the Father and the Son. Who loved me, and gave Himself for 
me!” (Gal. 2:20) 
 

My minute’s up!     
                                   James A. Horton 
 

  



THE GOLDEN RULE 

     Jesus said, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye also to them:  for this is the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12). Jesus here takes 
them back to Leviticus 19:18. Many, however, live by their own way of thinking. For 
example, some live by the rule which says do unto others before they do unto you. Oth-
ers live by a rule which says do unto others as they have done unto you, or before they 
do unto you. We live in a restless, permissive society which does all kinds of hurtful 
and evil things to others, ignoring the Lord’s plea set forth in Matthew 7:12. Think of 
what we could be enjoying if all did as Jesus said. 

     Consider some of the things being done today. Some people’s businesses, houses, 
and much more, are being burned. Looting is going one. Others have been beaten, or 
even killed in the name of protests. Legitimate local, state and national laws are being 
broken daily, without just punishment. Law enforcement personnel ordained by God 
(Romans 13:1) are being ridiculed, attacked, wounded, and such like, by people out of 
control. Some are even calling for them to be defunded, rather than defended, even 
when they are right. Some are outright calling for the dissolution of these agencies. A 
few of their vehicles are being destroyed, without concern for the tax dollars that will 
be required to replace them. 

     It is obvious that agencies made up of human beings are not flawless, and that there 
are some things which need to be corrected. However, some are agitators, calling upon 
people to do the same in a destructive way. Some are not afraid to do evil things (2 Pe-
ter 2:1), follow those who do (2 Peter 2:2), and others are less afraid to even speak evil 
of authorities. (2 Peter 2:4). 

     Questions!  Are these people following Jesus, that is, doing as they would have oth-
ers do unto them?  Would the promoters and doers of burnings rejoice if others were 
burning their businesses, houses, and such like? Would they be thrilled to have others 
loot what they have worked so hard to have?  Would they be happy to have someone 
beat or kill them or theirs? Would they be happy for there to be no law enforcement 
(officers and courts) to give them justice for wrongs committed against them?  In short, 
what are these uncontrolled, restless, unrighteous, evil-doers thinking?  Is this what 
they would that men should do to them? 

     Think of how Jesus called upon people to treat others. Jesus directed all to “Love 
your enemies.” (Matthew 5:43-48). Paul, inspired of God (1 Corinthians 2:4-7, 10), 
told the Corinthians what genuine love is. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). One’s entire outlook 
on life will change when God’s love is shown. None of the destructive things being 
done today by uncontrollable, evil protestors today would have seen the light of day 
had Matthew 7:12 been followed. Cf. Romans 13:8. 



     “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.” (Romans 13:1). No one who sees 
what is happening today believes that all people in law enforcement need to be there, that 
all do as they should. However, as others have said, “Two wrongs do not make one 
right”, and “One does not throw the baby out with the bath water.”  Use the courts, un-
derstanding that they are not made up of flawless people, and that there will be some 
mistakes along the way. 

     Read Romans 13:9, thinking of all the problems that doing such things would solve. 
Also, “Love worketh no ill to his neighbor:….” (Romans 13:10). 

     Again, Romans 13:13, calls upon all, “Let us walk honestly, as in the day;  not in riot-
ing  and drunkenness, not in chambering (illicit-intercourse, JP), and wantonness 
(lasciviousness, JP), not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.” Again, faithfully following 
the words of the Lord would eliminate all of today’s problems. People would surely not 
be out of control in the streets disruptively protesting, but would be temperate, that is self
-controlled. (2 Peter 1:6). All would be following the words of Galatians 6:10, “As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.” 

     James 2:1ff would surely eliminate the “Big I, little U” attitude some have. God 
"which regardeth not persons” (Deuteronomy 10:17), and He does not want anyone to 
have this attitude. (James 2:2-9). Neither the rich, superior athletes, highly educated, up-
per echelon of society, nor any others have the night to feel superior to any other. Faith-
fully keeping the law of James recorded in chapter 2 would eliminate so much friction.  

     Eliminating the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21, Romans 1:18-32, and 1 Corin-
thians 6:9-11) would solve the majority of problems in today’s society. People would live 
together as they should, husbands and wives, friends and neighbors, and all others. Many 
diseases would even disappear. And on and on the list would go and grow. Addition of 
the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-26), the Christian graces (2 Peter 1:5-11), and prac-
ticing the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) would bring many blessings. 

    Beloved, it grieves one to the heart to see many who will not honesty look at and fol-
low the words of the Christ who came to bring peace. (Luke 2:8-20, especially, verse 14). 
If you have done  it your way, and you see it is not working, why not try it the Lord’s 
way. You will find that “The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7). 

James Pilgrim                                                                                                                
pilgrimbiblestudy.com 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Clint Thomas, uncle to KaDarius Jones and friend to Megan Anthony, passed away. 

Please keep his family in your prayers. 

• We are sad to announce that J.D. Richardson of our community passed away. Keep his 

family in your prayers. 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris 

Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James 

Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, 

Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey 
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• Michael Harrison will be ordained as Elder on September 19, 2021.                                                    
“This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work”  1 Timothy 3:1 

• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021. 
• Because of the rise in Covid cases, the Elders are recommending face mask for those who 

choose to worship inside. You can watch Livestream by going to our web site 

www.rmschurchofchrist.com and clicking on the livestream tab. You can also worship by 

listening to FM. 91.5 in the parking lot. Please leave room next to the building for those 

worshiping outside. Communion kits will be available to pick up Saturdays at the 

building. May we all stay safe as we worship and glorify God.  

• We are asking that all students and teachers wear masks in the classrooms starting with 
4&5 year old’s. Thank you for remembering that quarantine from school or work should 
include quarantine from church as well.  

 

Worship Service September 12, 2021 
 

Announcements ..............................................................................................  Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader ........................................................................................................ Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM .......................................................................................... Cody Hardin 
Read Scripture ................................................................................................... Riley Houge 
Lord’ Supper AM .......................................................................................... Kenny Schmitz 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................................ David Hudson 
Opening Prayer PM .................................................................................. Nathan Robertson 
Lord’s Supper PM ............................................................................................... Sam Green 
Closing Prayer PM ............................................................................................ Kyle Hillard 
Ushers .......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


