
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 
Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study········ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ············ 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ·········· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ··········· 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············ 662-882-8020  
Michael Harrison ······ 662-587-2902 
Mark Martindale ······ 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ····· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ······ 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ·········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ··········· 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ········ 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ······· 662-512-8326 

The Ripley Reminder 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 

 
WHAT’S THIS ABOUT “GOD’S BOTTLE?” 

“Put my tears into your bottle;  
are they not in Your book?” 

Psalm 56:8 
 

     David’s prayer to God was made while seeking relief 
from his tormentors. The philistines had just captured him 
at Gath. 
     His references to God’s bottle alluded to a very ancient 
custom which existed among both the Greeks and 
Romans. When individuals were either ill or under great 
distress, it was the practice of relatives and friends to visit 
them with a little bottle in hand. While the tears flowed 
down the cheeks of the sufferer, they would be collected 
in the bottle, then sealed and saved as a memorial of the 
occasion.  This served to keep the sufferer in 
remembrance much like keeping the shoes of a baby or a 
lock of hair in loving memory! 
     At the end of verse 8, David brought in another way of 
God remembering his plight. “Are they not in Your 
book?” This is another figure. Instead of being kept in a 
bottle, David refers to his tears being recorded in God’s 
book! If tears are shed in righteous suffering and sorrow, 
they will be remembered to our credit. 
    Then he added in verse 9: “When I cry out to you, then 
my enemies will turn back. This I know, because God is 
for me.” This reminds us of Paul’s encouraging 
affirmation in Romans 8:31: “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” David had confidence in the fact that as 
soon as his enemies learned of his prayer for deliverance, 
they would immediately take flight! James said, “Draw 
nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you.” (Jas. 4:8) 
     If you are suffering through the issues of life, perhaps 
God has a bottle with your name on it! 
 

My minute’s up!     
   

James A. Horton 



 What Company Do You Keep? 
 Yesterday, Meghan and I decided that it was time to start putting down 
floor in our new house. So, when she got off work, we headed to Lowes, because 
that’s the cheapest we could find, to pick up some flooring. We picked out what 
we wanted, and I went to find a cart to load 17 boxes into. I grabbed the first cart 
I found, which just so happened to be the type of cart you would find at 
Walmart. Now, I don’t know if you have ever picked up a box of vinyl flooring, 
but it isn’t what you would consider light as a feather. When I pulled up and 
began to load the boxes Meghan stops me and says, “you should probably get 
one of the bigger carts that are made for stuff like this.” To which I respond, 
“NAH! We can get 17 in here!” I put the first 3 boxes in and felt pretty good 
about getting 14 more in one cart. I got 8 or 9 boxes in and started to think I may 
have made a mistake. By box number 12 I said to Meghan, “Why didn’t you tell 
me to get a bigger cart!?” To which she rolled her eyes and asked if she should 
go get another cart. I told her, “NO! I’m in too deep now! I’m going to make it 
work!” In part because I’m stubborn, and in part because I didn’t want to move 
those 12 boxes again. My persistent stubbornness paid off. We got all 17 boxes 
in the Walmart shopping cart! The front wheels wouldn’t turn, and I had to drive 
by sliding the back wheels, but I got them to the register and then the truck! 

 It is easy to read that story and think several things: Cody is stubborn, 
Cody is not an intelligent person, or even I’d hate to be seen in public with that 
bumbling dim whit. Regardless of which of these you thought, you’re probably 
correct! Another thing you may think is, “that’s a fairly arrogant way to be.” 
You’d also be correct.  

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

     Proverbs 16:18 

 I heard a comment about pride recently that really resonated with me. 
Arrogant people surround themselves with people they feel superior to. They 
want to be the smartest people in the room. Arrogance, I would argue, is almost 
always a sign of insecurity. So, it would stand to reason, if you find someone 
who is prideful, they will be surrounded by less intelligent yes men.  

 The Bible does not speak kindly about pride, arrogance, ego, or anything 
of the kind. The logical thing to do once we understand this is to run in the 
opposite direction. We strive to embody humility, meekness, selflessness, and a 



general understanding of how far you are from perfect. So, who do humble people 
surround themselves with? I think the easy answer would be to look at who 
arrogant people surround themselves with and say that humble people are the 
dumbest people in the room. That they pal around only with people who are better 
and smarter than them. However, much like the opposite of love isn’t hate, but 
indifference; I think the answer to the question of who do humble people surround 
themselves with is ,yes.  

 What I mean by that is humble people surround themselves with everyone. 
They run the gambit. Take Jesus for instance. In the 12 people He was closest to 
you could find: fishermen, tax collectors, terrorist, and some would say a thief. 
Many Pharisees hated Jesus, in part because of who He spent His time with. They 
thought if He really was the Christ then He would pal around wit kings, leaders, 
and the tops of society. Likely the reason they wanted this was they were arrogant 
and self-conscious themselves, so to show how important they were they hung 
around the biggest richest people they could. They expected the Christ to do the 
same. 

 So, what is my point? We should hang around with diverse groups of 
people? We should never be the smartest person in a room? We should assess 
every situation to make sure that there are better people than us around? Certainly 
not! 

 My point is simply this: the company you keep matters. 1 Cor. 15:33, a 
verse you’ve heard a million times, tells us this…”Bad company corrupts good 
morals.” There is a quote that fits this very well, but I can’t find who originally 
said, and it has been attributed to so many people now that I’ll just say that I came 
up with it! “If you hang around five confident people, you’ll be the sixth. If you 
hang around five intelligent people, you’ll be the sixth. If you hang around five 
millionaires, you’ll be the sixth.” Of course, I didn’t come up with that quote, but 
I will add this to it. If you hang around five Christians, you’ll be the sixth. 

 What company do you keep? Try as hard as you might, if you’re the 
smartest in the room, you won’t get smarter. If you’re the kindest in the room you 
won’t get kinder. If you’re the most faithful in the room, you won’t get more 
faithful.  

Surround yourself with better people than yourself, and grow. 

Cody Hardin 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• We are sad to announce that David Lence passed away. Our prayers are with Kenneth 

& Mary Jo and all of David’s family.  
• Please keep Jacob Johnston in your prayers. He is  having some health issues and has 

been having a lot of pain. He will be undergoing test to find a remedy.  
• Billy McBryde, father of Laura Green, got a great report from his team of doctors. He is 

cancer free. He will continue to be monitored over the next few years. His family would 
like to thank everyone for your love and support through his surgery and treatments.  

 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  

 James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann,  
April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James Nunnally,   

Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith,  
Ali Rae Barkley, Barbara Papkey, Johnny Raines, Cara Liles 

 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• There will be a Lads to Leaders meeting after the morning worship this Sunday, October 3rd.  
• The baby of Kevin & Savannah Orman, Ruby Rosaleigh, is expected to arrive by October 

28. Savannah is registered at Babylist.com. There is a table in the foyer to place your gift. 
• The baby of Jonathan & Paige Morrison, Boone Rolins Morrison, is expected to arrive 

October 31. Paige is registered at Stella Baby and would appreciate gift cards, diapers & 
wipes. There is a table in the foyer to place your gift.  

• The Pantry is in need of non-perishable items as we continue to serve the needed in our 
community.   

• Ripley Church of Christ Gospel Meeting with Glenn Colley is November 7-10, 2021. 
 

Worship Service October 3, 2021 
 

Announcements .......................................................................................  Nathan Robertson 
Song Leader ......................................................................................................... Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Brad Pounders 
Read Scripture ........................................................................................... Cooper Pounders 
Lord’ Supper AM ............................................................................................. David Cooks 
Closing Prayer AM ................................................................................... Rodney Chapman 
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................................... Sonny Meeks 
Lord’s Supper PM ....................................................................................... Nathan Stanford  
Closing Prayer PM ...................................................................................... Michael Hudson 
Ushers ......................................................................... Charles Ellis & Edward Willingham 


