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The Ripley Reminder 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
 

A SPRING OF LIVING WATER 
 

“Does a fountain send forth at the same time  
sweet water and bitter?” 

James 3:11 
 

A paradox is defined as “A seemingly contradictory 
statement that may nonetheless be true.” (American 
Heritage Dictionary, p. 515) James says the tongue is that 
way. While a spoken word may sometimes offer positive, 
godly speech, at other times it may tear down, be bitter and 
negative. It’s a paradox! 
 
On the north side of Highway 72, between Walnut and 
Corinth, there is a pipe protruding from the ground from 
which flows an almost continuous stream of water. Often 
visitors may be seen stopping there to fill bottles of fresh, 
pure water flowing from out of the hillside into the little 
stream below. 
 
This popular source of water may be trusted to produce 
only pure filtered water which is not stale or brackish. It is 
always the same drinkable water. 
 
Some people are like this fresh source of delicious water. 
They are delightful to be around because they are 
consistently positive, friendly, and pleasant. Their words 
are optimistic and encouraging.  
 
We can all be the source of encouragement and healing 
when we use our tongues to bless and not curse or  tear 
down! Let’s be a spring of fresh water by providing a spirit 
of joy and happiness to those around us. 
 

My minute’s up.      

James A. Horton 



“THE HERE OR THE HEREAFTER?” 
(Heb. 13:14-17) 

 

 A man lay on his death bed and the doctors do not intend for him to live, but for a 
few days. He smells the sweet aroma of his favorite chocolate chip cookies baking in the 
kitchen. He gets the strength to get up and go into the kitchen and he sees them there, 
hundreds of them spread out on newspaper all over the kitchen. He thought he had died and 
gone to heaven. He thinks how wonderful his wife is to cook him all these cookies right 
before he passes away. He reaches his hand out to get one, and:  POW! His wife hits him on 
the hand and says: “You cannot eat those! Those cookies are for after the funeral!” 
 Well, some things in this life are too good to be true. It is good to desire good things. 
God placed good food on this earth for man to enjoy. God made man with the ability to 
build so he could enjoy a nice home. God made man with the ability to make money so he 
could enjoy a good life. Solomon wrote: “Behold that which I have seen: it is good and 
comely [for one] to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor that he 
taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 
Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power 
to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of 
God” (Ecclesiastes 5:18-19). Truly, God wants man to be happy on earth. Right?  
 The problem comes when man is happy enough to leave God out of the picture. God 
told the children of Israel that when they entered the land, they would become very 
prosperous and forget the one who gave them all of their wealth. God said:  “Beware that 
thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: lest when thou hast eaten 
and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and 
thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is 
multiplied; then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt…” (Deuteronomy 8:11-13). The question 
comes down to this: “What is my purpose in life?” What am I here after:  the here or the 
hereafter? DO I live for the here and now or for the there and then? It is my prayer that this 
article will help all of us to focus more on the future home of the soul. 
 I would like to notice three points about what a person must do to live for the 
hereafter: (1) OBTAIN A PLACE, (2) OFFER PRAISE, (3) OBEY PASTORS. The text 
under consideration for the points in this article is found in Hebrews 13:14-17, and reads as 
follows: “For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him 
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our 
lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:14
-17). Did you find those points in the text? Let’s notice them together. 
 Notice first, that a man living for heaven must OBTAIN A PLACE. This point is 
established by the first statement in the text under consideration in Hebrews 13:14-17:  
“For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.” If we live with heaven 
in our hearts, then we will live with heaven in our lives. We seek a city that hath 



foundations whose builder and make is God. It is an eternal city! A city that John describes 
as:  “Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even 
like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel: on the east three gates; on the north three gates; 
on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb… And the 
building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 
And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious 
stones… And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: 
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass” (Revelation 21:11-
21). Therefore, we want to live like we are to OBTAIN A PLACE! 
 Notice second, that a man living for heaven must OFFER PRAISE. This point is made 
clear in the text: “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to 
communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Hebrews 13:15-
16). Worship to God is a must! Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well: “But the hour 
cometh and now is when true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth:  for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit:  and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24). Peter wrote: “Ye 
also as lively stones are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). 
 Notice third, that a man living for heaven must OBEY THE PASTORS. Notice the 
text:  “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for 
your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:17).Many think the preachers are the 
pastors, but a deeper study of the meaning of the words in the Greek and the English 
languages reveal that the elders are the pastors. Pastors are shepherds who lead sheep to the 
pasture. God says that church members are led by church leaders known as elders. Peter 
wrote: “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock” (1 Peter 5:1-3). The Greek word for: “feed” in 
verse 2 of 1 Peter 5 is the same Greek word translated “pastors” Ephesians 4:11. This Greek 
word is only translated “pastors” one time in the King James New Testament and every other 
time is translated “shepherd.” Elders are called “overseers” in Acts 20:28. They are the ones 
who expedite God’s divine will for the church.  
 Let’s seek heaven today! I hope this article has helped us to focus and plan ahead. 
May God bless you in your journey! 

 
Josh McCrary 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please continue to pray for April Pounders after being diagnosed with breast cancer. She 

is Scheduled for surgery August 9th. 
 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris 

Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James 

Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown, Beth 

Wilbanks, Leslie Wilbanks, Liz Alsup, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, David Woods,  

Barbara Papkey 
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• August 14 the youth will have a 5K run. 

• There is a table in the foyer for the baby of Joey & Lillie Taylor. It’s A Boy! They are 

registered at Amazon. 

• Chanston and Megan Jeter’s Come and Go Shower is August 8 in the Fellowship Hall 

from 1:30-2:30. It’s A Boy! Camden Kyle Jeter. They are registered at Walmart & 

babylist.com 

• The Ladies are going to Whiteville, TN at 8:00 A.M. on August 26. For more information 

contact Carla Kuhl. 
 

AREA EVENTS 

• Gospel Meeting at Marlow Church of Christ is August 22-25. Josh James will be the 

speaker. See the flyer in the office for more details. 

• There will be a Widowhood Workshop at the New Albany Church of Christ August 28 & 

29. See the flyer in the office for more details.  

 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2021 

 
Announcements ..................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ................................................................................ Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ..............................................................Nathan Robertson 
Lord’ Supper AM ........................................................................ Tim McMillin 
Closing Prayer AM ...................................................................... Mike Hudson 
Opening Prayer PM ......................................................................... Brent Kuhl 
Lord’s Supper PM ............................................................................ Sam Green 
Closing Prayer PM ....................................................................... Robert Elliott 


