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     The internet is an interesting place. It has all the knowledge that the man has 
ever compiled, it holds the ability to teach us how to better ourselves, our rela-
tionships, and our civilizations. However, most of us use it to share memes 
about cats, comment on baby announcement pictures, and look up who the 21st 
James Bond was (seriously, how are they still making those movies!? Are any of 
them even any good?). YouTube, one of the hubs of ridiculous internet content, 
can also be a place to learn some very interesting material. If you find the right 
creators, you can learn very interesting concepts that you would have only 
found if you read philosophy books. Recently I heard of an interesting concept 
called Pascal’s Wager.  Blaise Pascal was a seventeenth-century French philoso-
pher. His most prominent contribution to the field was that of a theological wa-
ger. This is a fairly simple concept that you may have even heard used before. 
Much like “the problem with evil”, relativism, or unconditional election people 
use this line of reasoning without even knowing that it has a name. Pascal’s Wa-
ger can bet be understood by observing a simple cart:  
So, your options are this: 
    If God Exists If God Doesn’t Exist 
If you believe in God  Heaven  Nothing 
If you don’t believe in God  Hell  Nothing 
 You believe in God + He exists = You go to Heaven when you die. 
 You don’t believe in God + He exists = You go to Hell when you die. 
 You believe in God + He doesn’t exist = Nothing happens when you die. 
 You don’t believe in God + He doesn’t exist = Nothing happens when you 

die. 
The final argument is this: belief is by far the safest of your options. You could 
find the ultimate punishment if you do not believe. However, if you do, you ei-
ther got the ultimate reward or nothing happens. The idea is that it is a safer 
bet to believe in God. 
     As with all ideas like this there are rebuttals. The most popular of which be-
ing which God exists. If it is the God of Islam, Judaism, or Mormonism, but you 
are a Christian then the chart is much larger and more confusing. I won’t spend 
any time debunking this rebuttal seeing as, if you are reading this, you likely be-
lieve in the God of the Bible. The second argument holds much more weight, 
however. Some say that if God doesn’t exist, but you believe in Him, it is not 
correct to simply say nothing happens when you die. Reason being, you have 
waisted your life living Christian ideals instead of enjoying your life. Upon first 
hearing that you may think they have a point. However, I believe with any idea, 
you must take it to it’s logical extreme, and see what it looks like then.  
     Taking this argument to its logical extreme is simply hedonism. Again, hedon-
ism is a word that people may not be familiar with, but they fully understand 
the concept. A Hedonistic world view says, “If you believe in God and He does 
not exist you miss out on indulging in every want and desire you may have. You 
miss the all the fun and happiness you could have had because you held your-
self back from all the temptations of, so called, sin. You missed nights partying, 



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Malcom Lindsey, Stephanie Griffin’s father, passed away. His visitation will be from 11:00 until the funeral 

starts at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 26 at McBride Funeral Home 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, 
Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., 
Dianne Butler, Pattie Box,  Beth Wilbanks, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, David Woods, Barbara Papkey, Louise 
Miller, Mindy Brewer 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Because of the rise in Covid cases, the Elders are recommending face mask for those who choose to worship 

inside. You can watch Livestream by going to our web site www.rmschurchofchrist.com and clicking on the 
livestream tab. You can also worship by listening to FM. 91.5 in the parking lot. Please leave room next to the 
building for those worshiping outside. Communion kits will be available to pick up Saturdays at the building. 
May we all stay safe as we worship and glorify God.  

• We are asking that all students and teachers wear masks in the classrooms starting with 4&5 year old’s. 
Thank you for remembering that quarantine from school or work should include quarantine from church as 
well.  

• There is a table in the foyer for the baby of Joey & Lillie Taylor. It’s A Boy! They are registered at Amazon. 
• The Ladies trip to Whiteville, TN has been cancelled due to the rise in Covid cases. 

AREA EVENTS 
• There will be a Widowhood Workshop at the New Albany Church of Christ August 28 & 29. See the flyer in the 

office for more details.  
• Ripley Church of Christ will have a Gospel Meeting November 7-11 with Glenn Colley. 

Worship Service August 29, 2021 
Announcements .................................................................................................. David Cook  
Song Leader ......................................................................................................... Josh James 
Opening Prayer AM ....................................................................................... Brad Pounders 
Lord’ Supper AM .............................................................................................. Sonny Meeks 
Closing Prayer AM ......................................................................................... Chanston Jeter 
Opening Prayer PM .................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Lord’s Supper PM ..................................................................................... Nathan Robertson 
Closing Prayer PM ......................................................................................... James Wilburn 

money you could have made, or relationships you could have had all because you were trying to be righteous.” 
     If this sounds appealing to you, I can tell you haven’t thought it through. People who live a purely hedonistic life, 
indulging in every base desire they have may seem happy on the surface. However, I can promise you, along with any-
one who has lived that lifestyle then came to know God, those people are miserable. Think of the kid that wants ice 
cream for dinner every night. Sure, it sounds like fun, until you are 400 pounds and feel like death every night. Re-
strictions are good, boundaries are good, rules are good. People look at those who tell them they shouldn’t do some-
thing as mean, hatful, and authoritarian. Yet, if they are telling you not to do things that would only hurt you, they 
aren’t any of these things, rather they are loving. Maybe God doesn’t tell us not to sin because He hates sin, but be-
cause He loves us and knows that sin is detrimental to us. Living a Christian life is far preferable regardless of the exist-
ence of God. 
     Post-script: Apologetics is a strange thing at times. We spend so much time making arguments from the Bible, but if 
you are trying to prove God to an atheist, what good is the Bible? My article today did not include one verse. The rea-
son being it is an argument for Christianity based not on Biblical teaching, but on the effect, it would have on your life. 
There are many verses that could apply. I especially think of those that discuss us being a slave to sin. I purposely left 
these out to show that there are arguments for Christianity, God, and the truth of the Bible that don’t depend on 
quoting scripture. This is a good thing as it gives us the ability to use these arguments to persuade those who don’t 
believe in the scripture.  


