
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ··· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ····· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ········· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ···· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ······· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ········ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ········· 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ··· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ········ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ······ 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ·· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ····· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ··· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ······· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ········ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ····· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ···· 662-512-8326 

The Ripley Reminder 
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE. . . 
 

“BEFORE THEY CALL I WILL ANSWER” 
Isaiah 65:24 

 
This passage in Isaiah implies that God is so ready and 
able to bless our lives by answering our prayers that he is 
prepared to provide an answer, even before we pray! 
 

After all, God knows our needs already, even before we 
petition Him in prayer.  Jesus said, in Matt. 6:8, “For your 
Father knows the things you have need of before you ask 
Him.” And, when we do ask of Him, we can be sure He 
listens: “Now this is the confidence we have in Him, that 
if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” (I 
John 5:14)   
 

But God will not hear the prayers of the sinful! In Psalm 
66:18, David said, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, God 
will not hear me.” How can He? If we listen to the Devil, 
God will not listen to us!  Nothing hinders prayer like iniq-
uity in the heart. John recorded, “Now we know that God 
does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God 
and does His will, He hears him.” (John 9:31) 
 

God will grant our prayers if it is for our good. Paul wrote, 
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask of think” (Eph. 6:20), and James says 
the reason why we don’t receive more from God is be-
cause “. . .you have not because you ask not.” (James 4:2) 
 

Knowing that God knows our needs before we pray, and 
has promised to hear us when we are obedient to His will, 
and that He can do more for us than we can even imagine, 
let us not fail to ask of Him with the assurance that He will 
hear and respond according to His will. 
 
My minute’s up!     

  

James A. Horton 



Great Adventure 
Cody Hardin  

 

 One of the first big, overnight trips I let with a youth group was  a white-water rafting 

trip. I was around 21 years old and fresh out of Freed. So, as immature as I am now, imagine 

much worse. If you’ve ever been to the Ocoee to raft you know to get on the river you drive 

alongside it for several miles. As we drove all the kids were looking out the window to figure 

out what they had gotten themselves into. This was my second summer with this group, so I 

knew one of the girls in the group was deathly afraid of spiders. Through a good deal of con-

vincing, and a ton of absurd lies, I convinced this girl that there was such a thing as river spiders 

(how much she actually believed me, I don’t know. It’s just a lot more fun to say she fully be-

lieved me). These river spiders had an extra leg to use as a “rudder” and glide along the water, 

they could jump into the raft with you, and were super-fast. She had gone from super excited 

about rafting to scared of river spiders. I eventually told her I was lying, and we had a great trip 

down the river. Since then, she’s married on of my best friends and has become one of my best 

friends, and I still bring it up and she’s probably extremely tired of hearing about river spiders.  

 Don’t get me wrong. It’s extremely fun to mess with her about her fear of spiders, but 

there is nothing irrational about the fear of spiders. Those tiny little freaks could be anywhere 

and their poisonous! Don’t tell me God doesn’t have a sense of humor. The same goes for 

snakes, heights, or family reunions. These are all tariffing things. The key word, however, is 

fear as opposed to phobia. It completely logical to have a healthy fear of spiders, snakes, 

heights, and your overly affectionate aunt Sally. It’s when we let it control our lives when it be-

comes a problem.  

 John 11 Jesus went back into Bethany to see Mary and Martha, after the death of Laza-

rus. Bethany was on the outskirts of Jerusalem. A place where people had recently tried to kill 

Him. Of course, Jesus was Jesus. He knew His time to die had not yet come. His disciples, 

however, had no idea. We don’t get many statements from Thomas, but he does utter two of the 

most profound statements from any of the apostles. To me, verse 16 is probably the second big-

gest of these statements. “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  

 I think the idea that Thomas was not afraid of death is silly. Especially when you think 

of the likely execution method if they were to be captured and put to death. Jesus died on the 

cross, Stephen was stoned to death, John the baptizer was beheaded. These are frightening out-

comes. Courage is not the absence of fear, it is action in the face of fear. Thomas facing down 

death, says, “Forget my own wellbeing, I WILL be with Jesus.” 

 We are at a point in history where people are more afraid of death than we ever have 

been. It’s morbid to say, but as I’ve told you I have a dark sense of humor, but 100s of years 

ago a man of 45 would have lost several kids, his parents, and probably a friend of two. Does 

that make it any less painful to lose them? Absoluelty not! This is still something that is monu-

mentally difficult. However, they didn’t fear death. They understood it was an inevitability. 



They would die, they would lose loved ones, they would lose friends. The next day they still 

had to go tend their work.  

 I think at this point in time its obvious what my point is here. We are going through an-

other serge of COVID and there is a lot of fear running around. It’s like a snake or Aunt Sally 

(she wears way too much lipstick). You’re not the smartest of people if you have no fear what-

soever; yet, we still must tend to our work. Some people have more reason to fear than others. 

We all have heard who is at risk more than others. There are some that need to take extra cau-

tion, but is it fear, or a phobia? Death will come for us all. Some sooner than others. To throw 

your life away is to waste the gift God gave you. But, to sit on the sideline in fear that you’ll 

lose that gift is a waste all the same. The servant who was given one talent buried it and gained 

nothing for his master.  

 The early Christians knew there was every chance of them dying a gruesome death; yet 

they worshiped. You’d be lying if you said there aren’t some major differences in this situation 

and theirs. The common thread between them however, we both still must tend to our work. We 

don’t get to take a break from our work just because there is a bigger risk of death than there 

was before. Now hear this: this looks different for every person! As I said before, some people 

have more of a reason to fear this virus than others. However, we all must answer to God one 

day for how we handled this situation. Did you shy away from your work as a Christian out of 

fear, or rather because of a phobia of death? Or, did you handle the situation with fear, but you 

continued to do your work?  

 To quote Albus Dumbledore from Harry Potter, “To the well-organized mind, death is 

but the next great adventure.” I’d amend that statement to say, “To the Christian, death is the 

next great adventure.” Death is inevitable. Life is not. Your choice is what to do with life, and 

what will happen after death. Don’t waist your life with a phobia of death. Do your work.  

Worship Service August 15, 2021 
 

Announcements ........................................................................  Brad Pounders 
Song Leader ........................................................................... Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer AM ......................................................................... Josh James 
Lord’ Supper AM ................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Closing Prayer AM ........................................................................ David Cook 
Opening Prayer PM ..................................................................... Sonny Meeks 
Lord’s Supper PM .................................................................. Cooper Pounders 
Closing Prayer PM ........................................................................... Rob Elliott 
  



PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please continue to pray for April Pounders. She is scheduled for surgery August 16th. 

• Please pray for James Sr. & Donna Johnston. They have been diagnosed with Covid.  

• Chanston & Meagan Jeter are expecting the birth of Camden Kyle Jeter.  

• Lauren Elliott’s grandmother, Louise Miller, is in ICU in Florence. Please pray for her.  

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris 

Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James 

Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown, Beth 

Wilbanks, Leslie Wilbanks, Liz Alsup, Carol Smith, Ali Rae Barkley, David Woods,  

Barbara Papkey 
 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• There will be an Elders, Deacon & Ministers meeting August 15 at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

• Because of the rise in Covid cases, the Elders are recommending face mask for those who 

choose to worship inside. You can watch Livestream by going to our web site 

www.rmschurchofchrist.com and clicking on the livestream tab. You can also worship by 

listening to FM. 91.5 in the parking lot. Please leave room next to the building for those 

worshiping outside. Communion kits will be available to pick up Saturdays at the 

building. May we all stay safe as we worship and glorify God.  

• August 14 the youth will have a 5K run. 

• There is a table in the foyer for the baby of Joey & Lillie Taylor. It’s A Boy! They are 

registered at Amazon. 

• The Ladies are going to Whiteville, TN at 8:00 A.M. on August 26. For more information 

contact Carla Kuhl. 
 

AREA EVENTS 

• Gospel Meeting at Marlow Church of Christ is August 22-25. Josh James will be the 

speaker. See the flyer in the office for more details. 

• There will be a Widowhood Workshop at the New Albany Church of Christ August 28 & 

29. See the flyer in the office for more details.  


