
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ···· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ····· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ········· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ··· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ······· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ········ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ········· 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ··· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ········ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ······ 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ·· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ····· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ··· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ······· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ········ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ····· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ···· 662-512-8326 

PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Please continue to pray for the family of Neal 

Wilbanks. There will be a graveside service Thursday
(22) at Tippah Memorial Gardens in Ripley.  

• Ms. Bobbie Ford passed away last week after a stay in 
the nursing home. Please pray for her family. 

 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie 
Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel 
Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette 
Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown, Beth 
Wilbanks, Leslie Wilbanks, Liz Alsup, Carol Smith, Ali 
Rae Barkley, David Woods 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean 
Bryan D-7 

NEWS & NOTES 
• August 14 the youth will have a 5K run . 
• July 26 The ladies will go to the Amish in TN. at 9:00 

am. More information is on the back page.                                                                                    
July 29 it will be dinner at Fat Boys at 6:00 pm. 

• Mid-South Youth Camp Fish Fry is July 24th. See the 
flyer in the office. Robert Farrow has generously 
offered to buy at ticket for anyone who wants a fish 
plate. Please see Robert (662-837-1907) or one of the 
elders if you would like a ticket.  

• The Church is no longer sending out emails for the 
bulletin or for alerts. If you would like to receive the 
bulletin, please fill out a visitors card and place it in the 
collection plate or you can view it on our website: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com. If you would like to 
receive alerts via text: text the number 22300 and in 
the message type Alert. You will receive verification. 

• There are dishes in the Fellowship Hall ready to be 
picked up. 

 

The Ripley Reminder 



“ILLOGICAL OR IMPOSSIBLE” 
 

 There is a saying that is centuries old:  “If there is a will, then there is a way.” In light of 
that statement, there are some things that are impossible without God.  
 Thankfully, Matthew wrote:  “With men this is impossible; but with God all things are 
possible” (Matt. 19:26). Jesus said:  “For verily I say unto you:  if ye have faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain:  remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall impossible unto you” (Matt. 17:20). Truly, with God the impossible is made 
possible.  
 Sometimes the impossible may seem illogical, but with God the impossible is made possible 
and logical. Peter was in prison. It would be impossible for him to escape, but with God’s help he 
was freed (Acts 12:5-10). Lazarus was dead for four days and it was said that “He stinketh” (John 
11:39), but Jesus rose Lazarus from the dead. The illogical is made logical and all things are made 
possible with God (Matt. 19:26). 
 Keep in mind, God can do anything He wants to do, but there are some things, (according to 
His character), that He cannot do (they are impossible). This is not implied that God does not have 
the power to do these things, but is implied that God cannot do them because they would contradict 
His nature. 
 With these thoughts in mind, there are some things that are impossible for God to do. There 
are some things that are impossible for us to do. There are four things mentioned in the book of He-
brews that testify to these facts. The reader will notice these four things:  (1) It is impossible for a 
saved person with miraculous powers in the first century to return to God after he has rejected the 
truth, (2) It is impossible for God to lie, (3) It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins, (4) It is impossible to please God without faith. 
 Notice first, it is impossible for one who is saved, having miraculous abilities, to be renewed 
after falling away. The writer of Hebrews wrote:  “For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good Word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall 
away to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh and put Him to an open shame” (Hebrews 6:4-6). It seems that this individual that cannot 
return to a right relationship is one who had miraculous abilities because the term “have tasted of 
the heavenly gift and made partakers of the Holy Ghost.” This term would be synonymous with the 
gift of Holy Ghost mentioned as miraculous powers in (Acts 8:20, Acts 10:45, Acts 11:17). The rea-
son why the writer takes this position is because people fall away and come back to God all the 
time, but for this individual, it is impossible. Why? It seems because he has had a miraculous reve-
lation of some kind and has openly rejected it, and if a person will reject such a strong testimony as 
a miracle, then there is no hope for him coming back to the Lord. Therefore, it is impossible for him 
to be renewed. 
 Notice second, it is impossible for God to lie:  “Wherein God, willing more abundantly to 
show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath:  that by 
two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consola-
tion, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us” (Heb. 6:17-18). There are 
implications made because of the nature of God. Because God is truth, He cannot lie. Because God 
is love, He cannot force a man to love Him. Because He is holy, He cannot be in presence of sin. If 
God is light and in Him is no darkness (1 John 1:5), then it is absolutely impossible for God to lie. 
Titus testified to the same fact (Titus 1:2). The apostle Paul wrote:  “Let God be true and every 
man a liar” (Romans 3:4). Therefore, it is impossible for God to lie. 



 Notice third, it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins:  “For 
the Law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the wor-
shippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices 
there is a remembrance made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:1-4). It seems it was never intended for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. The Bible testifies to God’s plan for taking away sin 
in the world when John wrote:  “The Lamb was slain from the foundation of the 
world” (Revelation 13:8). There was only one perfect sacrifice that could take away the guilt 
and punishment for sin (John 1:29).  
 Picture a modern day court room and Jesus is your defense attorney and Satan is the 
prosecuting attorney and God is the judge. What Jesus did for us is like the defense attorney 
saying:  “I know he deserves to be put to death, but I love my client so much that I will be put 
to death for him.” This is what makes the sacrifice of Jesus so powerful because He did not 
have to do offer Himself. He could have allowed us to die, but His love for us took away the 
guilt and punishment of our sins. Therefore, the blood of bulls and goats was not good enough 
to take the sins away, but simply to give a greater picture of a more perfect sacrifice to come. 
 Notice forth, it is impossible to please God without faith:  “But without faith it is im-
possible to please Him:  for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). It seems the key focus is on the 
word:  “faith.” It must be the right kind of faith. It must be Biblical faith. The world has a dif-
ferent view of faith. The world says:  “You just believe and that is faith.” The Bible says that 
true faith constitutes action on our part. A saving faith is a working faith. James wrote:  “What 
doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith 
save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there 
is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:14-20). Therefore, I must really ask myself:  
“How is my faith working?” “What am I doing to help the kingdom of God?” If I answer:  
“Nothing.” Do I really have Biblical faith? I think the answer is sad, but true:  “No.” 
 It is our prayer that this study will help us to see that some things are impossible. The 
book of Hebrews gives 4 things that cannot happen. I want to leave you with this thought:  “It 
is impossible for God to see your sins when you are covered in the blood of Christ.” The book 
of Hebrews also teaches this: “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12). May God bless you and keep 
you on your journey to heaven. 
 

Josh McCrary 



WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021 
Announcements ············································· Mark Martindale 
Song Leader ························································ Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer AM ······································ Nathan Robertson 
Lord’s Supper AM ·················································· David Cook 

Closing Prayer AM ··············································· Tim McMillin 
Opening Prayer PM ··········································· Brad Pounders 
Lord’s Supper PM ···················································· Brent Kuhl 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer PM ···················································· Rob Elliott 
Open and Close Building / Worklist ·············· Nathan Robertson 

We will eat at Bob’s Cafe, there will be 
shops for buying Amish goods, etc.   
We need a count of how many for either 
wagon or wagon with museum tour 
BEFORE we go.  
If we have 10 or more then we get 10% 
off, if we have 20 or more we get 20% off 
(this is for either tour-wagon or wagon 
and museum).  Please contact Carla Kuhl 
by the 21st at 662-587-3900 if you plan on 
going. We will meet at the church building 
at 9.  Carla Kuhl will be driving the bus. 

Chanston and Megan Jeter’s  
Come and Go Shower  

is August 8 in the  
Fellowship Hall from 1:30-2:30.  

Camden Kyle Jeter  
 
 
 

Registered at Walmart & babylist.com 

There will be a table in the foyer for 
the baby of Joey & Lillie Taylor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered at Amazon 


