
RIPLEY  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ··· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ····· 10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening ········· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ···· 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ······· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ········ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ········· 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ··· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ········ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ······ 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ·· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ····· 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ··· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ······· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ········ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ····· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ···· 662-512-8326 

PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Carolyn Medlin passed away and her services were 
Monday , July 12. Please continue to pray for Stoney 
and all the Medlin family. 

• Neil Wilbanks passed away early Tuesday morning 
July 13. Please pray for Beth and the entire Wilbanks 
family.  

• Please pray for Steve Woods, the brother of David 
Woods, as he goes through rehab.  

• April Pounders has been diagnosed with breast 
cancer. Please pray for April and her family.   

 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  
James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Doris Farrow, Johnie 
Jumper, Glenn Fann, April & Olivia Pounders, Daniel 
Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette 
Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown, Beth 
Wilbanks, Leslie Wilbanks, Liz Alsup, Carol Smith, Ali 
Rae Barkley,  
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean 
Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• Pine Vale Children’s Home pantry needs: Bath 
Towels, Hand Towels, Bottled Juices, Shaving Cream & 
Body Wash.  

• Ultimate Frisbee, youth & adult, will be July 18 
• August 14 the youth will have a 5K run . 
• The ladies will eat at Grace Eatery July 12 at noon.                                                                                            
July 26 they will go to the Amish in TN. at 9:00 am.                                                                                 
July 29 it will be dinner at Fat Boys at 6:00 pm. 

• Mid-South Youth Camp Fish Fry is July 24th. See the 
flyer in the office. Robert Farrow has generously 
offered to buy anyone who wants a fish plate a ticket. 
Please see Robert (662-837-1907) or one of the elders 
if you would like a ticket.  

 

The Ripley Reminder 



Various Trials 
Most people who know me know I enjoy woodworking. I spend entirely too much 

time in the shop, and I complain about that a good bit, and Meghan gets tired of hearing it 
because she knows even if I complain about it I enjoy it. One of the things I’ve been trying 
to get better at but haven’t had much success at is working on a lathe. If you don’t know 
what a lathe is, it is a machine you put wood (or metal) on and it spins it very fast, and you 
take chisels and shape the wood. So homemade bowls, duck calls, pens, or candle stick 
holders, they were made on a lathe. I’m not too great at controlling the blades yet. It takes 
an unreal amount of skill to do some of the things you see people selling.  

One of the reasons (and there are many) I’m not very good, is because I don’t take 
the time to care for my tools as much as I should. For instance, the chisels need to be sharp-
ened fairly regularly. I HATE sharpening knives, chisels, or bits. I hate the sound, the repe-
tition, and the boredom. It’s something that takes a while but make a big difference! It al-
ways amazes me that putting a blade through something like rubbing it on a stone makes it 
stronger and sharper. In a similar way, when you research sword making the hotter you 
get the sword the sharper you can make it.  

You can ask any youth minister and they will likely tell you that July is the craziest 
month of the year. It seems to be Church camp month, VBS month, and big trip month. For 
me this year, I had Horizons last week, VBS this week, then we were going on a trip to the 
Ocoee at the end of the month to white water raft but we unfortunately had to cancel it. Be-
lieve it or not it was even worse at my last job. I would go to a week of Maywood, a week of 
VBS, then a week of Horizons back to back to back. Not to mention anything else that hap-
pened that month.  

Can you guess which month is both my hardest and the month I feel like I’m closest 
to God? Why is that? It’s easy to say well you’re at Church camp all month dummy. Yet, I 
think it’s more than that. The best people I know don’t have free time. They are constantly 
on the go, constantly taking on more responsibility, and constantly trying to help other 
people bare their burdens. Much like a chisel being rubbed against a wet stone, or a sword 
going through fire, the sharpest of Christians go through the hardest times. Not necessarily 
painful time but trying times. Times where they are pushed. Because pushing moves some-
where. The best people, when they are pushed, make sure they are pushed in the correct 
direction.  

James refers to these things as trials. “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience 
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-
4). Trials makes up perfect. We all know it is impossible for us to be “perfect,” but that 
word in Greek can be translated as either “perfect” or “complete.” That’s why you see both 
used in verse 4. Trials produce patience. Another way to put that is perseverance.  

One of the things I love about Horizons is, after being around kids all day and need-
ing to be “ON” I get back to the room at 10:30 and all I want to do is shut down and sleep 



Let’s Take A Minute: 
JESUS WAS “HAPPY TO DO IT!” 

 

How often have you done a favor for someone and later, when he thanked you for it, you 
said, “Ah, that’s alright! I was happy to do it!” 
I recently came across some special passages in my studies that are especially impressive. 
I want to share them with you. They have to do with the Lord’s attitude about dying for 
our sins on the cross of Calvary. 
The first is a phrase in Hebrews 1:9 which speaks of  “. . .the oil of gladness above  thy 
fellows.”  It is a rather remarkable thing that ‘gladness” is here attributed to deity! It’s the 
concept of God being happy!  Jesus died for you and me and, He was “Happy to do it!” 
In Hebrews 12:2, it is said of Jesus that “. . .for the joy that was set before Him, He endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Men 
do not ordinarily express their approaching death as a “joy,” but our Lord did because He 
knew that without the “shedding of blood,” (Heb. 9:22) the whole world would be lost and, 
He was “Happy to do it!” 
Again, Isaiah in speaking of the same event in 53:11 predicted the sacrifice of the suffering 
savior: “He shall see the travail of His soul and be satisfied.” In other words, Jesus en-
dured unbelievable pain and suffering in dying for us, and He was “Happy to do it!” 
Finally, there is this related passage which speaks of joy over the obedience of a sinful 
soul. In Luke 15:10, Jesus said, “There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 
We conclude with the expression of joy over the willingness of our Lord to “give His life a 
ransom for many,” (Matt. 20:28) as we give thanks to God “. . .for His unspeakable gift” (2 
Cor. 9:15) in the salvation of all who will obey Him! Because we know, Jesus was “Happy to 
do it!” 
My minute’s up! 
                                                                                                 James A. Horton 

(or go play basketball till 2 in the morning because we aren’t smart), but I know that in 15 
minutes my campers are coming into my room for counselor time. I’ve gone to Horizons 
long enough to have kids come up to me and tell me, “I had you as my counselor at Hori-
zons a few years ago. That was an awesome week. I loved having you.” That gives me drive 
to instead of laying down and half way trying during counselor time, baring down and do-
ing the best job I can.  

I don’t say this to brag, but to encourage you! Take James at his word. Go find trials. 

Go find things to push yourself. Go find ways to do more for God’s Church. I promise it will 

be hard, but cliche s are cliches for a reason. I never said it’d be easy, I just said it’d be 
worth it 

Cody Hardin                   



WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAY, JULY 18, 2021 
Announcements ··················································· Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader ··················································· Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer AM ·············································· Benny Wallis 
Lord’s Supper AM ················································· Cody Hardin 

Closing Prayer AM ············································ Chanston Jeter 
Opening Prayer PM ············································Barry Grisham 
Lord’s Supper PM ··········································· Justin Thompson 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer PM ········································· Rodney Chapman 
Open and Close Building / Worklist ·············· Nathan Robertson 

We will eat at Bob’s Cafe, there will be 
shops for buying Amish goods, etc.   
We need a count of how many for either 
wagon or wagon with museum tour 
BEFORE we go.  
If we have 10 or more then we get 10% 
off, if we have 20 or more we get 20% off 
(this is for either tour-wagon or wagon 
and museum).  Please contact Carla Kuhl 
by the 21st at 662-587-3900 if you plan on 
going. We will meet at the church building 
at 9.  Carla Kuhl will be driving the bus. 

VBS 


