
“THE QUALITY OF MERCY IS NOT STRAINED. . .” 

“. . .it droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath.” This phrase appears in Shake-

speare’s play, “The Merchant of Venice,” and is an example of the esteem he held for those who 

show mercy. 

I have before me a list of 15 passages from the Old Testament, and 6 significant verses from the New 

Testament, in which God is revealed as a God of great compassion and mercy! 

For example, Psalm 100:5 reads, “His mercy is everlasting,” and 103:4 speaks of God’s “tender mer-

cy!” David prayed in the 51st Psalm: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy loving kind-

ness.” (vs. 1) 

Mercy is defined as, “The outward manifestation of piety; it assumes need on the part of him who re-

ceives it, and resources adequate to meet the need on the part of him who shows it.” The apostle Paul 

spoke of God ”. . .who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He has loved us.” (Eph. 2:4) 

So then, to say “the quality of mercy is not strained” is equal to saying there is plenty of it – God be-

ing willing to bestow his loving grace upon all who obey Him! 

                                                                                                James A. Horton 

“ENOUGH IS AS GOOD AS A FEAST” 

There are several passages in the New Testament which refer to contentment. For example, our Lord 

said, “A man’s life consists not in the abundance of the things which he possesses.” (Lk. 12:15b) 

Most people want to be happy! We accomplish happiness, in part, by avoiding conditions and influ-

ences that make us unhappy. The apostle Paul wrote, “I know how to be abased (low esteem or 

shame) and I know how to abound. . .I have learned both to be full and to be hungry; both to abound 

and to suffer need.” (Philippians 4:12) 

What a statement! Paul was saying he had learned to be content when hungry or full – to live in plen-

ty or in want! His view of life was unlike many in our time who want what they cannot have; neither 

are they happy with what they already possess. 

I recall a statement made by a woman in one of John Wayne’s movies – Rooster Cogburn. When 

asked at the dinner table if she wanted more to eat, she replied: “Enough is as good as a feast!” This 

attitude reflects ‘contentment’ with one’s circumstances. It also comes from what we believe and hold 

as true. If Jesus is the teacher and master of our soul, with His help, our life becomes content (self-

sufficient, needing nothing else). 

From where does this ‘contentment’ come? From the teachings of Christ who said, “I have overcome 

the world!” (Jn. 16:33) Paul was in a Roman prison when he wrote, “Godliness with contentment is 

great gain.” (I Tim. 6:6) We have been abundantly blessed. Let us therefore be content with what we 

have as we thank God for every blessing. 

         James A. Horton 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST 

1300 HALL DRIVE 
RIPLEY, MS 38663 

 

PHONE: 
662-837-9011 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Service Times 
Sunday Bible Study ······· 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning  ········· 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening ············· 5:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ······ 7:00 PM 
 

MINISTERS    
Josh McCrary ·········· 601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin ············ 662-750-4182 

 

ELDERS  
David Cook ············· 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ···· 662-587-1338  

 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ··········· 662-587-0274  
David Hudson ········· 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ·· 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ········ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson ···· 662-587-2976  
Benny Wallis ··········· 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ············ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ······· 662-587-3889 
 

BULLETIN 
Announcements ····· 662-512-8326 
 

What must I do to be saved? 
Hear ······················· Romans 10:17 
Believe ···················· Hebrews 11:6 
Repent ··························· Acts 3:19 
Confess ·················· Romans 10:10 
Be Baptized ······················ Act 2:38 
Live Faithful ········· Revelation 2:10 

WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021 
Announcements ············································ Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ·················································· Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer AM ········································ Mark Martindale 
Lord’s Supper AM ················································ Tim McMillin 

Closing Prayer AM ·········································· Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer PM ··········································· Brad Pounders 
Lord’s Supper PM ········································ Nathan Robertson 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 
Closing Prayer PM ················································· Kyle Hillard 
Open and Close Building / Worklist ····················· David Hudson 

PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

• We are sad to announce that Dion Smith passed away. His 

mother is Betty Smith and his sister is Dora Goudy. 

• Our prayers are with the family of Scott Smith, who passed 

away June 20. He is Tommye Walker’s nephew.  

 

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James 

Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Johnie 

Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel 

Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., 

Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown, Beth Wilbanks, Carol 

Smith, Carter Aycock 

Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   

Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• There is a signup sheet in the foyer for those interested in 

being on a shower team. 

• Ladies of all ages are invited to meet at the church building 

June 24 at 5:30 for a Ladies night.  We will take the bus over to 

Grace Eatery in Ripley. 

• Pine Vale Children’s Home pantry needs: Bath Towels, Hand 

Towels, Bottled Juices, Shaving Cream & Body Wash.  

• All of the men are encouraged to fill out a work sheet located 

in the foyer and return it to the box on the table. This will help 

the deacons assign duties for worship.  

• VBS is July 11-14 from 6:00-8:30 P.M. Our Theme this year is 

“Acts Of The Apostles”  

The Ripley Reminder 


