
Closer To God 
By Cody Hardin 

 
 When I can’t come up with anything specific to write about, I have a process I go 
through to try and come up with something. I check the note on my phone where I keep ideas 
that pop into my head, I think about past lessons that I didn’t get to touch on everything I 
wanted to, I think of past events in my life and if none of those produce a topic I think, “what 
can I write that will help people live closer to God?” Sometimes none of those helps and I just 
stair at a blank word document until I break down in tears, throw my computer across the 
room, or steal an article off the internet (I’m kidding, I only do two of those three).  
 Today I got stuck on the idea of “how can I help people live close to God?” I won’t lie to 
you; I’ve been a little discouraged lately by the idea that I can’t do anything to MAKE people 
live better. All I can do is offer my help and then sit back and allow people to help themselves. 
It’s frustrating! Especially when it comes to my job. It’s hard to measure success as a youth 
minister. There are major issues with basing it on attendance, number of baptisms isn’t a relia-
ble metric, and how does one measure spiritual growth in a group? However, I never have to 
wonder if youth group isn’t where it needs to be. I just know when it is or it isn’t. When it isn’t 
I go into overdrive trying to think of anything and everything I can do to get them into a better 
place. Truth be told, there’s nothing I can do other than offer the opportunity for growth and 
pray they take it.  
 Given that knowledge, what’s the point? I mean for me it’s obvious. I want to keep my 
job! Past that though. Why should any of us really put forth much of an effort to help others in 
their relationship with God? Especially if we know they won’t take the help. I recently met 
with an honest to goodness Calvinist to talk about the Bible and freewill. The second meeting I 
knew he wouldn’t change his thinking, so why? Well, I’d be lying if I told you there wasn’t 
some selfish motives there. 
 Why help others, if it doesn’t really help others? I know I’m being very reductive there 
and kind of making a strawman, but it’s for a broader point. We help others to help ourselves. 
God never gives us a commandment for no reason. So, when He tells us, “Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than your-
selves.” (Phil. 2:3). There is more to that than just because we should be nice. Sure, it’s good 
to do things to help others grow closer to Christ, but no matter how much you do for someone 
when you do something for them, it’s not close to what you do for yourself.  
 Who do you think learns more from a Sunday school class? The student or the teacher? 
If you say the student, you’ve never taught a class before. When you spend your time talking 
to people about God, you may help them see God’s Word more clearly, but you also help your-
self see it more clearly. There is next to nothing you can do for others that doesn’t benefit you 
more then them. Even if it’s going outside of your comfort zone to do something kind for 
someone else. I heard a quote recently and it wasn’t about Christianity, but I’m going to 
change it a little so that it is. “Christianity is like fighting with your spouse. If you’re comfort-
able, you’re doing it wrong.”  
 God works all things for good (Rom. 8:28). What that good will be isn’t always what 
people think it is. I hate the expression, “God works in mysterious ways.” People use it in situ-
ations where they are just being intellectually lazy. I don’t know that His ways are mysterious. 
Unexpected? Maybe. So, I think to myself, “what can I write that helps others live a life closer 
to God?” It’s simple: if you want to live closer to God, go help others. How’s that for irony?  
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BULLETIN 
Announcements ····· 662-512-8326 
 

What must I do to be saved? 
Hear ······················· Romans 10:17 
Believe ···················· Hebrews 11:6 
Repent ··························· Acts 3:19 
Confess ·················· Romans 10:10 
Be Baptized ······················ Act 2:38 
Live Faithful ········· Revelation 2:10  

 

JUNE 20, 2021 
SUNDAY 10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

Announcements ···················································· Chris Griffin 
Song Leader ······················································· Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer ······················································· Josh James 
Lord’s Supper ···················································· Barry Grisham 

Closing Prayer ·············································· Rodney Chapman 

SUNDAY 5:00 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ····················································· David Cook 
Song Leader ······················································· Dan Shappley 
Opening Prayer ···················································· Robert Cagle 
Lord’s Supper ······················································· Shane Green 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 
Closing Prayer ··················································· Chanston Jeter 
Open and Close Building / Worklist ····················· David Hudson 

PLEASE  KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Please pray for Jason & Erin Aycock. They are the new parents 
of Carter, who was born at 24 weeks. Carter is currently in the 
ICU at Methodist Germantown. They attend the Theo Church of 
Christ.  
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James 
Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Johnie 
Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel 
Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., 
Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown, Beth Wilbanks, Carol 
Smith 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 
 

NEWS & NOTES 

• There is a signup sheet in the foyer for those interested in 
being on a shower team. 

• First Responders Luncheon will be June 22, 2021 at 12:00 
Noon at the church building. All First responders are invited to 
this apperception luncheon.  

• Ladies of all ages are invited to meet at the church building 
June 24 at 5:30 for a Ladies night.  We will take the bus over to 
Grace Eatery in Ripley. 

• Pine Vale Children’s Home pantry needs: Bath Towels, Hand 
Towels, Bottled Juices, Shaving Cream & Body Wash.  

• All of the men are encouraged to fill out a work sheet located 
in the foyer and return it to the box on the table. This will help 
the deacons assign duties for worship.  

The Ripley Reminder 


