
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Carolyn 
Medlin, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel 
Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, 
Jerome Brown 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• Ladies of all ages are invited to meet at the church building June 24 at 5:30 for a Ladies 
night.  We will take the bus over to Grace Eatery in Ripley. 

• RYG Movie Night is Friday night May the 28th. 
• West Main Church of Christ in Tupelo is having a leadership seminar June 11 & 12. See 

the flyer in the office for more information. 
• If you have announcements call or text 662-512-8326. 

Together with their families,  

Leah Katelyn Alsup and Benjamin Evan Gaillard,  

joyfully invite you to join their wedding celebration.  

Saturday, June 5, 2021 at 6:00 in the evening,  

at Beech Hill Church Of Christ, 6077 Hwy, 4 West, Ripley, MS.  

Reception to follow. 

The family of Ken & Becky Cargile are having their  
Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary on June 8, 2021.  

Ken is the son of Ouida Reeves.  
The family ask for you to share in this celebration by sending   

a card of congratulations. Please address your cards to: 
Ginger (Cargile) Armstrong 
7747 Indian Springs Drive  

Nashville, TN 37221 
The cards need to be mailed by May 31st in order for Ginger to receive them in time.  

 Ripley Church of Christ  
1300 Hall Drive 

Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

The Ripley  
Reminder 

ELDERS  

David Cook .............. 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale ...... 662-587-1338  
 

MINISTERS    

Josh McCrary…..601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin…..662-750-4182 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ................ 662-587-0274  
David Hudson .............. 662-587-3375  
Nathan Robertson ........ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ............ 662-882-1958 
Justin Thompson .......... 662-587-2976  

 
Benny Wallis ............ 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ............ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ........ 662-587-3889  

May 30, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Class: 7:00 p.m.—Classes for all Ages  

SUNDAY 10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ................................................................................................................ Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................................. Josh James 
Opening Prayer ................................................................................................................. Tim McMillin 
Lord’s Supper .................................................................................................................. Barry Grisham 

Closing Prayer .................................................................................................................... Matt Hopkins 

SUNDAY 5:00 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ................................................................................................................ Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................................. Josh James 
Opening Prayer ................................................................................................................. Benny Wallis 
Lord’s Supper ....................................................................................................................... Kyle Hilliard 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer ..................................................................................................................... Billy Morton 
Open and Close Building ................................................................................................. Shane Green 



“TAKE HEED HOW YOU HEAR” 
(Luke 8:18) 

 

 A man went to the doctor because he was having some blood pressure problems. The doctor 
had previously given him medicine and tests showed that the medicine was working. The doctor 
asked if there were any other problems. The man said to the doctor: “You know the problem is not 
with me. I think my wife is losing her hearing and I don’t know what to do.” The doctor told him 
how to find out: “Ask her something with her back turned to you and see how well she can hear.” 
The man goes home and his wife is making dinner. He asked her what she was making (she had her 
back turned), and she did not respond. He got closer and said it louder! Then the third time he shout-
ed right behind her: “WHAT IS FOR DINNER!” She turned around and said: “For the THIRD time I 
told you… SPAGHETTI!” What I learn from that story is: the man was the one with the hearing 
problem all along, but was accusing his wife. 
 Jesus wanted people of His day to make sure they did not have a hearing problem in hearing 
the words of God. Jesus said: “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear” (Matt. 
13:15-16). Whether or not a person is willing to hear what God is telling them is very important. 
Many people cannot accept the words of eternal life because then they would have to change the life 
they are currently living. When the Judgement Day comes, it would have been better to change now 
than to change for the worse eternally. 
 It is important to respect the teaching of God even if we are not willing to change. Jesus said: 
“Take heed, therefore, how ye hear…” (Luke 8:18), and He said: “Take heed what ye 
hear…” (Mark 4:24). Therefore, it is important to hear the right things and do the best we can to 
keep those things in our lives. 

Jesus gave a testimony to the seven churches of Asia. To some He gave admonitions and 
commendations. To others He gave condemnations. After Jesus gave His testimony to each church, 
He said this: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the church-
es” (Revelation 3:22). 
 The question we want to ask ourselves in this study is:  How do I hear the Word of God? 
What is my attitude toward the truth of God’s Word? Is it something I accept, or is it something that 
makes me upset? I have found that usually if something makes me upset when reading or hearing the 
Word of God the problem is never with God, it is always with me. I pray that in this study we will 
realize the God writes the bills, the preacher delivers them, and we all must pay them. The teaching 
of the Bible is something that we must accept if we want to blessed by God. 
 I would like for us to notice three things in this article, under the title:  “Take Heed How You 
Hear.” The three points are as follows:  Some hear God (1) GLADLY, some hear God (2) GENER-
ALLY, and some hear God (3) GUILTY. I believe that all people will fall into one of these three cat-
egories. May we be people who hear and follow the will of God for our lives. 
 Notice first, that some people hear God GLADLY. When Jesus taught the religious people of 
the day would always want to trap Him in His words or try to disprove what he was saying. Mark 
wrote:  “And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him in 
his words” (Mark 12:13). Then, there came another group to try and disprove Him: “Then come 
unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, say-
ing…” (Mark 12:18). After that, there was another man who still wanted to pick a fight:  “And one 
of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had an-

swered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all” (Mark 12:28). Last of 
all, there were some who wanted to hear Jesus. Who were they? Were they the religious people? 
NO! You would think the religious elite of the day would be the ones to sit at the feet of Jesus! 
Mark wrote: “And the common people heard Him gladly” (Mark 12:37). 
 On the day of Pentecost when the church began, there were so many people in attendance. 
People were represented from many different nations. They heard a powerful message from the 
apostle Peter. Many did not obey, but there were a large number that did obey: “Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). When people gladly accept the Word of God, then there will be 
a response. Do you gladly accept God’s Word? When we gladly receive it, we will apply it to our 
lives. I have found that if the Word of God is not received any other way, then there is usually no 
application. 
 Notice second, that some people hear God GENERALLY. What this means is:  they hear 
but it is not an urgent matter. Paul preached to those in Athens, a city that was wholly given to idol-
atry (Acts 17:16). Notice the response:  “And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter” (Acts 17:32). The ones 
that did not mock, they still walked away. They are thinking: “This is no big deal. Just some new 
thing.” The Athenians loved to hear new things (Acts 17:21).  
 Paul also stood before a governor and preached. Notice his response: “And as he reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy 
way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25). The sad 
part is that he thought he would actually have a convenient time to obey the Gospel. Since when is 
changing your whole life convenient? That’s the problem… It will never be convenient. The devil 
will make sure of that. 
 Notice third, that some people hear God GUILTY. We know that all people are guilty be-
fore God (Romans 3:23), but what this means is:  they are guilty and will not accept God’s truth. A 
man named Stephen lost his life over this principle. He preached a powerful message to the reli-
gious elite of his day and they murdered him for it. Notice the response of the GUILTY people on 
that day: “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Then they cried out 
with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast him out 
of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, 
whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit” (Acts 7:54-59). This response is a lot different than those on the day of Pente-
cost who were guilty (Acts 2:37-41). On the day of Pentecost the preacher got three thousand souls 
and when Stephen preached he got three thousand stones. It all depends on the hearts receiving the 
message.  
 I have to ask myself: “Which category is mine?” I pray that all of us will realize that the 
preacher is the mailman and God is the collector. May we all receive it joyfully and rivet the Word 
of God on our hearts and keep it in our lives. May we be a people who presses forward for the mark 
of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. God bless each of you on your journey to 
heaven. 
 

Josh McCrary 


