
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
We are sad to announce that Bertha Thompson, Scotty Thompson’s mother, passed away. 
Her services were Tuesday. Continue to pray for this sweet family. 
 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Carolyn 
Medlin, Doris Farrow, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel 
Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, 
Jerome Brown 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• There will be a Ladies meeting Sunday night after the evening worship down front in 
the auditorium. All the ladies are invited. 

• RYG Movie Night is Friday night May the 28th. 
• If you have announcements call or text 662-512-8326. 

Together with their families,  

Leah Katelyn Alsup and Benjamin Evan Gillard,  

joyfully invite you to join their wedding celebration.  

Saturday, June 5, 2021 at 6:00 in the evening,  

at Beech Hill Church Of Christ, 6077 Hwy, 4 West, Ripley, MS.  

Reception to follow. 

The family of Ken & Becky Cargile are having their  
Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary on June 8, 2021.  

Ken is the son of Ouida Reeves.  
The family ask for you to share in this celebration by sending   

a card of congratulations. Please address your cards to: 
Ginger (Cargile) Armstrong 
7747 Indian Springs Drive  

Nashville, TN 37221 
The cards need to be mailed by May 31st in order for Ginger to receive them in time.  

 Ripley Church of Christ  
1300 Hall Drive 

Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

The Ripley  
Reminder 

ELDERS  

David Cook .............. 662-882-8020  
Mark Martindale....... 662-587-1338  
 

MINISTERS    

Josh McCrary…..601-527-5826 
Cody Hardin…..662-750-4182 

DEACONS  
Shane Green................. 662-587-0274  
David Hudson .............. 662-587-3375  

Nathan Robertson ........ 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz ............ 662-882-1958 

Justin Thompson .......... 662-587-2976  

 
Benny Wallis ............ 662-587-3782  

Bruce Wallis ............ 662-587-2330  
James Wilburn  ........ 662-587-3889  

May 23, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Class: 7:00 p.m.—Classes for all Ages  

SUNDAY 10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ............................................................................................................. Dan Shappley 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer ................................................................................................................ Robert Cagle 
Lord’s Supper ....................................................................................................................... Josh James 

Closing Prayer ...................................................................................................................... Brent Kuhl 

SUNDAY 5:00 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ............................................................................................................. Dan Shappley 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer ........................................................................................................ Mark Martindale 
Lord’s Supper ........................................................................................................... Nathan Stanford 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer .............................................................................................................. Dean Caviness 
Open and Close Building .............................................................................................. Shane Green 



Better Still 
  
 One of the great things about the bulletins being online is that I can discuss the 
same things in back-to-back weeks and I don’t have to worry if you remember, or still 
have last week’s bulletin laying around. So, if you didn’t read last week’s or have for-
gotten it, you may want to go back and read it. It’s okay I’ll wait…Last week I talked 
about how we were a part of a better religion. I gave a great many reasons, ending with 
the idea that even the Bible tells us that Christianity is better than it’s predecessor. I 
think one of the things that makes Christianity better, is it asks us to be better.   
 In 1 Cor. 9 Paul refers to Christianity as a race and tells us to run in a way that we 
may win the prize. I think running is such a perfect description for Christianity. I may be 
a little bias considering that cross country was a large part of my identity for around six 
years in high school and college. So, if part of my identity was being a runner the other 
part was Christianity. I loved to make analogies between the two and I think they work 
perfectly. When you train for a race, you may run with other people, but you compete 
against yourself. If your race was the mile, your though process had to be, “Last week I 
ran a 5:30. Today I have to run a 5:25.” You race against yourself everyday to be better 
than you were the day before. Maybe you ran your personal best last time you ran. 
That’s great! But if you accept that as the best you can do and stop trying to get better 
you get worse. There isn’t really an ideal end point, there is no time that you can say, 
“When I run this fast, I can stop.” It’s a constant pursuit of faster.  
 Christianity, if done correctly, is the exact same way. “Last week I was a pretty 
good Christian, I have to be better this week.” “I feel like I’m as close to God as I’ve 
ever been.” That’s great! Get closer or you’ll fade away from Him. There is no ideal 
point that you say, “I’ll be this good and then I’m going to Heaven, so I’m okay.” It is a 
constant, persistent pursuit of an unobtainable goal. We don’t pursue to catch that goal, 
because that goal is impossible. We pursue to get as close as possible to that goal. We 
pursue to get closer to that goal than we were the day before.  
 Everything we’ve talked about to this point assumes that your yesterday was an 

improvement on the day before. That isn’t always the case. There are days that are just 
really hard. There are days that you will unfortunately take a step back. There are days 

you’ll look back on and feel shame instead of joy. One of the reasons Christianity is bet-

ter is in how it tells you to react to those days. Unlike some religions that ask you to 

serve some kind of physical penance, or long lasting shame, all God asks of you is re-
pentance. Once you are a Christian, not only will God forgive your bad days, He forgets 

them. “For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 

more.” (Heb. 8:12). All He asks in return is that tomorrow you do better. 

Cody Hardin 

Full Atonement With One Perfect Sacrifice 
Dan Jenkins 

 
Whenever you think of the Day of Atonement just remember the importance of that 
day to the Jews. Each year on the tenth day of the seventh month, God remembered all 
of the sins of that nation. Atoning sacrifices were always connected with appeasing the 
wrath of God (see Numbers 16:41-46; 25:1-13), and it was imperative that this holy day 
of atonement be observed. 

Now consider how the observance of this day would have impacted the infant church. 
There were 3,000 who obeyed the gospel on Pentecost and so many more afterwards. 
They were promised the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), and it became a visible reality in 
their lives just four months after Pentecost. The Jews assembled again for the next an-
nual feast, the Feast of Tabernacles, observed each year on the first day of the seventh 
month, and the feast lasted for an entire week. Just two days after the feast ended, the 
Day of Atonement was kept. The high priests carried the blood of a bull and a goat into 
the Most Holy Place and assuaged the wrath of God by sprinkling the blood on the mer-
cy seat. 

Perhaps those Christians in Jerusalem would have on that day seen the difference be-
tween the blood of animals and the blood of Jesus. Every devout Jew would have been 
mindful of the blood carried by the priest that day, except those who had become 
Christians. They would have vividly seen the distinction now made between the two 
covenants. Christians did not need the blood of animals. Their salvation had nothing at 
all to do with the events happening in the temple. There was a new law, a new altar, a 
new priesthood and a new blood sacrifice. That Old Testament Day of Atonement had 
been superseded by a far greater day of true atonement. 

The new priesthood was not the Levitical priesthood established by Moses. The new 
high priest did not need to first offer blood sacrifices for himself, for the new high 
priest was sinless. He did not need to offer a yearly atoning sacrifice, for Jesus’ blood 
obtained eternal redemption! The book of Hebrews sums it up with these words. “We 
have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the 
bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest 
for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the 
people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.  Therefore let us go forth to Him, 
outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we 
seek the one to come” (Heb. 13:10-14). 

The words of a hymn say it all: “Full atonement, can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior!” 


