
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Jerome Brown, Kim Hobson’s father, has pneumonia and other health issues. Please keep 
him in your prayers.  
 
The family of Treva Lewellen would like to thank you for every expression of love and 
sympathy and especially your prayers during her illness and death. 
 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Carolyn 
Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia 
Pounders, Daniel Threadgill,  James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Everette Hurt, Jr., Heather 
Ross, Dianne Butler, Pattie Box, Jerome Brown 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• Softball game will be May 16. See Cody for additional information. 
• RYG Movie Night is Friday night May the 28th. 
• Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship will be May 23-27, “Magnify His Name” 
• If you have announcements call or text 662-512-8326. 

Clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the 

Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the 

heart…. But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so 

that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the 

glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, how will the ministry of the 

Spirit not be more glorious…. For even what was made glorious had no glory in this 

respect, because of the glory that excels. For if what is passing away was glorious, 

what remains is much more glorious (3:3-11, emp. added). 

What was “passing away”? The law written on the “tablets of stone.” What was the law 

“engraved on stones” that was given to Moses on Mt. Sinai? The Ten Commandments 

(Exodus 20). In this passage, Paul teaches the very opposite of what Seventh-Day Adventists 

teach—the Ten Commandments are not an eternal covenant. 

The New Testament explicitly teaches that the old law has been abolished. Whether one is 

talking about the Ten Commandments or the ceremonial laws, the Law of Moses or the Law 

of God, all are considered the old law that no longer is in effect. Jesus Christ fulfilled that 

law and nailed it to the cross forever (Matthew 5:17-18; Colossians 2:13-17). 

Eric Lyons 
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Wednesday Night Bible Class: 7:00 p.m.—Classes for all Ages  

SUNDAY 10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ................................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer .................................................................................................... Cody Hardin 
Lord’s Supper ...................................................................................................... Mike Hudson 

Closing Prayer ..................................................................................................... Robert Elliott 

SUNDAY 5:00 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements .......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader .................................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer ............................................................................................... Brad Pounders 
Lord’s Supper ..................................................................................................... Robert Elliott 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer ...................................................................................................... Billy Morton 



Better 
  
 If someone asked me to explain Christianity in one word, I’d likely say, “why?” 
Admittedly, that’s not a great description of Christianity but it would be a good question 
to ask if someone wanted one word to describe my faith. I don’t know that I could really 
break it down to one word. However, there is a few that come to mind. They change in 
prominence depending on what’s going on in my life. Currently, I think my favorite 
word I would use to describe Christianity is: better. I think if someone asked for a one-
word description and I said, “Better.” I think the next question would be, “Better than 
what?” To which I would answer, “Yes.”  
 I don’t think it is news to anyone reading this that Christianity is better than 
anything. People are so hesitant to say anything is better than anything else. People 
throw the word nationalism around when you say America is a better country than most 
countries on earth. However, a country where I can still practice my religion, speak 
freely, afford a home, live in relative safety, and travel to any other country is 
objectively better than a country where you are forced into a religion, can’t speak out, 
live on the street, be in constant danger, and forced to stay. Some things are better than 
others.  
 There are people who would argue this point, Christianity is objectively better 
than any other religion. It is the only religion I know that gives you the opportunity to 
have a significant relationship with our creator and savior. It’s the only religion with a 
perfect holy text that never contradicts itself, although others might disagree. It gives 
more freedom than most other religion, while still giving plenty of guidance as to how to 
live. Best of all, it is the one true religion. This entire paragraph would be hotly contested 
by a great many people, even some who may call themselves Christians. However, when 
people disagree on things like this there is only three options. 

Person A is correct 
Person B is correct 
Neither person is right.  

With this in mind, we should all believe that we are a part of the best religion. Hebrews 
8:6 basically says so: “But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more 
excellent than the old as the covenant He mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
promises.” To explain the verse in a way that is a little easier to understand, Jesus 
brought about a better covenant on better promises that Judaism. In fact, the entire book 
of Hebrews is about how much better Jesus, Christianity, and the new covenant, is in 
comparison to Judaism. Remembering that Jews were known as God’s people, we can be 
confident that our religion is not simply better, but best. With that established, we musts 
live our lives with that knowledge and live a life worthy of the relationship with Christ 
we are offered.  

Cody Hardin 

Which Law Was Abolished? 

A great deal of confusion exists in the religious world concerning what spiritual law man is 

under today. Some say the old law still is binding—all of it. Others say that most of it has been 

abolished, but that some of it still is in effect. Many simply pick and choose laws out of both 

testaments and abide only by those that are appealing to them. Much of the confusion today 

about the old law and the new law is a result of the false teachings of the Seventh-Day Advent-

ist Church. This intensely evangelistic group teaches that the Ten Commandments still are 

binding in the present age. Although most Christians readily agree that nine of the Ten Com-

mandments either are stated explicitly or are implied in the New Testament (and thus binding 

today because they are part of the new law), Seventh-Day Adventists actively teach that the 

Ten Commandments (including and especially the command to observe the Sabbath day—

Exodus 20:8) are part of “God’s unchangeable law” (from the Seventh-Day Adventist’s official 

Web site—www.adventist.org/beliefs). Whereas certain parts of the Old Testament have been 

abolished, they insist that God intended for the Ten Commandments to be an eternal cove-

nant that all of His children must follow. 

 

In response to such teachings, some Christians (like myself) quickly cite passages of Scripture 

that indicate the old law has been taken away. For example, the writer of Hebrews plainly stat-

ed that “if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a 

second” (8:7). Then, quoting the prophet Jeremiah, he wrote: “Because finding fault with them, 

He says: ‘Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— not according to the covenant that I made 

with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of 

Egypt’ ” (8:8-9; cf. Jeremiah 31:31-34). Elsewhere, the apostle Paul stated that Christ has 

“wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. 

And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14, emp. 

added). The old law has become “obsolete” (Hebrews 8:13; cf. 7:12; Ephesians 2:14-16). Alt-

hough we still can learn numerous valuable lessons and principles about how to live godly 

lives from the old law (cf. Romans 15:4), we are bound by it no longer. 

What some like the Seventh-Day Adventists teach, however, is that that God gave two laws on 

Mt. Sinai. They differentiate between the Ten Commandments and the ceremonial laws, saying 

that one (the Ten Commandments) is the Law of God and the other (the ceremonial laws) is 

the Law of Moses. Moreover, they assert that all of the passages in the Bible that refer to the 

old law being abolished are speaking of the ceremonial laws and not the Ten Commandments, 

which (they stress) were written with the very finger of God (Exodus 31:18). 

Those who separate the “the Law of God” and “the Law of Moses” (in an attempt to find ap-

proval for continuing to follow portions of the old law) fail to realize that the Bible does not 

make such distinctions. Ezra read from “the Book of the Law of Moses,” which also was called 

“the Book of the Law of God” (Nehemiah 8:1,18). Luke recorded that after Mary gave birth to 

Jesus “when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they 

brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

‘Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’), and to offer a sacrifice ac-

cording to what is said in the law of the Lord, ‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons’ 

” (Luke 2:22-24, emp. added). The Law of Moses and the Law of the Lord were the same thing 

and still are. When writing to the brethren in Rome, the apostle Paul quoted from the Ten 

Commandments and taught that it was part of the old law to which they had “become dead…

through the body of Christ” (Romans 7:4,7). In his second epistle to the Corinthians, Paul 

wrote: 


