
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Dianne Butler, Sara Hall’s mother,  is in Magnolia Regional Health Center in Corinth. 

Please pray for her. 
• Pattie Box, Carla Kuhl’s sister in law, got to go home from the hospital and is doing 

great.  
 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Carolyn 
Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia 
Pounders, Daniel Threadgill, Treva Lewellen, James Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Mark 
Martindale, Everette Hurt, Jr., Heather Ross, Dianne Butler 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• Katie Alsup’s shower will be May 2, from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  She 
is registered at Walmart and Target  

• Softball game will be May 16. See Cody for additional information. 
• Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship will be May 23-27, “Magnify His Name” 
• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be sure to text 

Tim McMillin 662-512-8326 or email: timmc062@gmail.com.  
 

Thank You 
Words cannot express our many thanks for the calls, texts, cards, visits and especially 
your prayers during Benny's illness and passing. He loved his church family and attending 
worship services here at Ripley. The plant and pottery were beautiful. To the ladies who 
brought food to the house and to those  who prepared the meal served after the funeral, it 
was delicious and enjoyed by many family members. Please continue to pray for our 
family during the difficult days ahead. We love each of you.  In Christian Love,  The Benny 
Akins Family. 
 
Dear church  family, thank you so much for all the calls,  cards, food and most of all 
prayers during  my recent surgery. What a blessing  to have  such wonderful brothers and 
sisters  in Christ. Love, Mark Martindale 
 

Congratulations 
All glory and praise to our loving and merciful God. We have a baby!  Jasmine Diane  Ross 
arrived Tuesday, April 27, weighing 7 pounds and measuring 19 1/4 inches long.  Parents 
are Brandon and Heather Ross. Grandmother is Regina Coats. All are doing fine. Thank 
you for every act of kindness and concern for our family during Heather’s illness, but 
especially for your prayers.  
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Wednesday Night Bible Class: 7:00 p.m.—Classes for all Ages  

SUNDAY 10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements .......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................... Josh James 
Opening Prayer ................................................................................................... Sonny Meeks 
Lord’s Supper.................................................................................................... Barry Grisham 

Closing Prayer .................................................................................................. Dean Caviness 

SUNDAY 5:00 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements.......................................................................................... Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ............................................................................................................... Josh James 
Opening Prayer ........................................................................................................ Brent Kuhl 
Lord’s Supper ...................................................................................................... Benny Wallis 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer ............................................................................................ Rodney Chapman 



“A HELPING HAND” 

(Galatians 6:9-10) 
 A man enters a taxi and the man is terrified because the driver is running all the red 
lights. The passenger is yelling and telling him not to run stop signs! The passenger asked:  
“Why do you keep doing that?” The driver said:  “It is alright! My brother does it all the time!” 
Then the passenger noticed that the driver would stop at all the green lights. The passenger 
asked the driver:  “Why do you stop at all the green lights?” The driver answered and said:  “I 
never know when my brother is going to be coming through.” 
 Someone once said:  “Blood is thicker than water.” This is certainly true when it comes 
to brothers and sisters in Christ, but there is still a responsibility that all Christians have to-
wards those outside the body of Christ. A man knows his responsibilities when he knows how 
to treat others whether in the faith or not. Someone said:  “No one cares how much you know 
until they know how much you care.” This is especially true when we are trying to reach others 
for Christ.  
 Paul wrote:  “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift 
of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, 
so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I be-
stow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). 
 The writer would like to notice in this article the importance of lending a helping hand 
to those in need. This principle is why I like “country folks.” “Country folks” are usually really 
good at helping out or lending a hand. The writer would like to notice three points from Gala-
tians 6:9-10 about lending a helping hand.  
 The three points noticed in this article are as follows:  (1) RESPONSIBILITY, (2) RE-
WARD, and (3) REPETITION. Notice the text under consideration:  “And let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore oppor-
tunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of 
faith” (Galatians 6:9-10). 
 Notice first, the RESPONSIBILITY to lend a helping hand. Notice the text:  “And let 
us not be weary in well doing…” “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men…” There is a general underlying law of mankind which says that man is to help his 
fellow man. Jesus taught this was one of the most important of all commands under the Law of 
Moses:  “Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and 
saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the proph-
ets” (Matthew 22:35-40). If we are not careful was can think that we will sit in church and 
sing: “Oh how I love Jesus,” but still hate some people sitting in the same room. John wrote: 
“If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this command-

ment we have from him: whoev-
er loves God must also love his 
brother” (1 John 4:20-21). Many 
think they love their brethren, but 
gossip about them to others. I even 
know someone who tried to get a 
church member fired, then moved 
to another congregation. WOW! If 
that’s not a violation of loving 
your neighbor or your enemy, then 
I don’t know what is! 
 Someone said:  “Please tell 
me why $100 looks so small at the 
grocery store and so big at 
church.” I believe the reason is 

because people do not think they get something in return when they help others. Jesus taught it 
is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). We have a responsibility to help, NOT 
HURT others. 
 Notice second, the REWARD for lending a helping hand. Notice the text:  “…for in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint not…” Someone wrote:  “Lend a hand to another in the 
daily toil of life. When we meet a weaker brother, let us help him with his strife. There is none 
so rich, but may be forced to borrow; and the poor man’s lot today may be ours tomorrow. And 
when we think that things could be the worst, then God can turn it all and the rolls will be re-
versed.” 
 Jesus said:  “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6:38). 
 Notice third the REPETITION of lending a helping hand. Notice the text:  “And let us 
not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10). This speaks of a lifestyle that one lives. The Christian 
seeks to make the world a better place. Someone said:  “He who saves the world starts by sav-
ing himself.”  
 This lifestyle is so strong that it must be practiced to those who would be called our ene-
mies. God said, as recorded in the Old Testament:  “If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass 
going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. If thou see the ass of him that 
hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely 
help with him” (Exodus 23:4-5). 
 The lifestyle of a Christian seeks to do good to others because they are created in the 
image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). Sometimes doing good is very difficult, but God will never 
forget those who help others. May God help us all to be the helpers that we can be. When we let 
our lights shine before men, they see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 
5:13-16). 
 

Josh McCrary 


