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View the Bulletin  
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 www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
-Mark Martindale is having hernia surgery this Thursday. Please pray for him. 
-Billy McBryde did well with surgery and will have treatments at West Clinic in Corinth 
soon. 
  

Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Benny 
Akins, Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn 
Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill, Treva Lewellen, James Nunnally, Billy McBryde   
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Thank You: To My Church Family at Ripley, The very first act of kindness when my 

beloved son passed away was from you, the church at Ripley! It meant so much when a 
beautiful plant was delivered to my door from you! Thank you for remembering me this 
way. The Ripley congregation will always be special to us. Love each of you! Please 
continue to pray for us. June Franks 

• Katie Alsup’s shower will be May 2, from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  She 
is registered at Walmart and Target  

• Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship will be May 23-27, “Magnify His Name” 
• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be sure to text 

662-512-8326 or email: donnajoymac@gmail.com.  
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ELDERS  

Bert Brown .......... 662-882-0144  
David Cook.......... 662-882-8020  

Mark Martindale .. 662-587-1338  
 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ......... 662-587-0274  

David Hudson ...... 662-587-3375  

Nathan Robertson 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz .... 662-882-1958 

  

Justin Thompson . 662-587-2976  

Benny Wallis ...... 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ....... 662-587-2330  

James Wilburn  ... 662-587-3889  
MINISTERS   Josh McCrary…..601-527-5826    Cody Hardin…..662-750-4182 

April 4, 2021 
Sunday Bible School: 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Evening Worship: 5:00 p.m. 
Those who do not want to come inside for morning or evening worship can  
park next to the building on any side and hear the service on their car radio on 91.5.  

• Wednesday Night: 7 p.m. (APRIL 7 ALL CLASSES WILL START BACK) 
 Josh McCrary-Watch on Facebook Live @RipleyReminder 
 Michael Harrison-Fellowship Hall  
 Cody Hardin-Youth Room 

10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements ..........................................................................................Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ................................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer ....................................................................................................... Brent Kuhl 
Preaching .............................................................................................................. Josh McCrary 
Lord’s Supper ....................................................................................................... Benny Wallis 
Closing Prayer ................................................................................................... Mike Harrison 



SHOULDN’T WE JUST FOCUS ON PRACTICAL THINGS? 
Donnie DeBord 

dlddogmatics.com 
 

Why should we study God? William Ames, in The Marrow of Sacred 
Divinity, said, the study of God “is the supreme, most noble, and the 
masterpiece, proceeding in a special manner from God, treating of God and 
divine matters, and tending and leading man to God.” The study of God 
(theology) is great, but many say the study of God isn’t very practical. 
Shouldn’t we focus on things that are “practical”? Shouldn’t we focus on 
something that we can do?  

Practical things are great, but we should also focus on God. Without a 
healthy focus on God, we can’t appreciate the practical things God teaches. 
We see the relationship between the knowledge of God, doctrine, and the 
good life in Peter’s words to Jesus in John 6:68-69, where he said, “ “Lord, 
to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” We learn that Jesus’ 
words are “eternal life” and that those “words of eternal life” lead to the 
realization that Jesus is “the Holy One of God.” Following Jesus, then, is 
based on reading Jesus’ words that lead to eternal life through knowing who 
Jesus is.  

Is it practical to have life? Is it practical to have eternal life? There is nothing 
more relevant to us in this life and the next than life with God. Knowing God 
through Christ as he is revealed to us in the Scripture by the Spirit 
determines our quality of life. The eternal life Peter spoke of refers to our 
quality of life with God now and our quality of life with God after this life. 
This is why Paul said that he believed all things written in the Scripture and 
because of his faith in the Scriptures, he had hope in God (Acts 24:14-16).  

Our quality of life isn’t determined just by our income, possessions, house, 
cars, trucks, and health. Our quality of life is primarily determined by our 
knowledge of and relationship with the God of Heaven who loves us. Is 
there anything more practical, then, than knowing God? 

LET’S TAKE A MINUTE: 
LOOKING AHEAD! 

Philippians 3:12-16 
 

     According to this text, Paul had a wonderful outlook on life, based up-
on his knowledge of Christianity. This is made all the more amazing con-
sidering the fact that he suffered imprisonment and beatings! Neverthe-
less, he wrote the words of the Philippian letter about the good life we 
were all to share in Christ. 
     The Coronavirus has been a great setback in the lives of many Chris-
tians! For an entire year we have found it necessary to refrain from at-
tending Bible classes and worship services, and from experiencing the 
spiritual growth which is characteristic of such gatherings. 
     But now, with life-saving vaccines available, we either are, or soon 
will be, able to renew our faith-building practice of regular worship and 
more intense spiritual growth! 
     In this text, Paul admonished Christians to “forget what is behind and 
press on toward what is ahead.” With the pandemic under control, we 
are able to press on in our heavenly calling by returning to the assembly 
of God’s saints and the fellowship that many who are especially vulnera-
ble have been missing. 
     We cannot change the past but we can live for the future. Our Lord’s 
life was lived with plans and direction. He said to the Father, “I have fin-
ished the work you gave me to do.” (John 17:4)  No other earthly life 
was so well-ordered as our Lord’s. 
     So, let’s look ahead! Here is the big picture: we will not be long in this 
world. With that in mind, our aim – our purpose – our goal – our objec-
tive, should be obvious - to live eternally with God, Jesus, and the re-
deemed in heaven forever! Let’s forget what is behind and press for-
ward – looking ahead in our efforts to return to normal in all walks of 
life! 
 

My minute is up!                    James Horton 


