
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Benny Akins passed away after a long fight with cancer. Please pray for 

his family at this time. 
• Heather Ross in the COVID Care Unit at North MS Medical Center. She  is 

36 weeks pregnant. Please keep Heather and baby in your prayers.    
• Everette Hurt, Jr., Annett Brooks' brother, has had several falls lately, please 

pray for him. 

 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy 
Wallis, Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Sue 
Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill, Treva Lewellen, James 
Nunnally, Billy McBryde, Mark Martindale    
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

Thank You so much for the kindness shown through the prayers, texts, 
cards, plant and beautiful pottery bowl. We really appreciate the support and 
kindness shown during the sickness and loss of our beloved Sharon Gowdy 
Graves. Michael, Dora, Jake & Josh Gowdy 

• The Lomax Church will honor Brother Malcom George for his many years 
of service on April 25 at 4 p.m. with a meal. Last year was 70 years of 
preaching.  If you cannot attend and would like to send a card his address is 
129 Osco Drive, Hohenwald, TN 38462 

• Katie Alsup’s shower will be May 2, from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  She is registered at Walmart and Target  

• Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship will be May 23-27, “Magnify His 
Name” 

• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be 
sure to text Tim McMillin 662-512-8326 or email: 
donnajoymac@gmail.com.  

• Sunday night we had a presentation of World Bible School. If you were 
interested in giving or becoming a teacher there website is:  
www.worldbibleschool.net 
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Wednesday Night Bible Class: 7:00 p.m.—Classes for all Ages  

SUNDAY 10:20 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements .................................................................................................. Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader .................................................................................................. Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer .................................................................................................... Robert Cagle 
Lord’s Supper............................................................................................................ Josh James 
Closing Prayer .................................................................................................. Dean Caviness 

SUNDAY 5:00 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
Announcements.................................................................................................. Sonny Meeks 
Song Leader .................................................................................................. Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer ....................................................................................................... David Cook 
Lord’s Supper ........................................................................................................ Charles Ellis 

Lord’s supper will be in the library before closing song 

Closing Prayer .......................................................................................................... Rob Elliott 



“MANY WERE NOT CONVERTED” 
(Acts) 

 
 Several years ago, up north, two people were found frozen to death in a car. A blizzard 
came in the night and they were stranded. Inside the car was found a note, which read: “I don’t 
want to die this way.” 1000 ft. away was a bus stranded whose passengers remained warm all 
night. The couple was so close to being saved. How tragic is this event!!! 
 Many people were converted as recorded in the book of Acts, but the grim truth is that 
many more were NOT converted at the preaching of the Gospel. Just as the book of Acts could 
be called: “The Book of Conversions,” it could also be called: “The Book of Non-conversions.”  
 Someone once said: “The same sun that melts butter also hardens clay.” The 
determining factor for conversion is the heart. It can melt like butter or harden like clay.  Jesus 
said: “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal 
them” (Matt. 13:15). Conversion is a matter of the heart and the heart of the matter. May we 
remember those who were not converted in the book of Acts so that we can learn valuable 
lessons about what keeps us from a healthy relationship with God. 
 There are three main points that will be discussed in the article: (1) CASES of non-
conversion, (2) CAUSES of non-conversion, and (3) CONSEQUENCES of non-conversion. 
All of these points will be developed from the book of Acts. 
 Notice first, the CASES of non-conversion. There are many of these found in the book 
of Acts. Stephen was a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. When he preached the people did 
not like what he had to say. They were cut to the heart, but not in a good way. Notice what 
Luke wrote: “Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their 
teeth at him” (Acts 7:54). Ultimately, Stephen was killed that day for preaching to a rebellious 
crowd.  
 Paul, Silas, and Timothy came into Macedonia and met with some women by “the place 
of prayer” and spoke the Word of God to them. One obeyed, whose name was Lydia, but the 
rest did not. Luke wrote: “And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the 
riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to 
the women who had come together” (Acts 16:13).  
 Paul came to Thessalonica and taught in the synagogue of the Jews. Some were 
persuaded, but many did not believe. The unbelieving Jews stirred up the people: “But the 
Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the 
city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the 
crowd” (Acts 17:5). This account reminds me of a preacher who was so upset, because he felt 
like the congregation was not willing to listen to him. The preacher would urge week after 
week for people to obey the Gospel and come in contact with the blood of Christ that we all 
need so badly. The preacher called his father and wept, saying: “There must be something 
wrong with me or the way I am presenting the Gospel. Why would they not want to be free 
from the burden of sin?” The preacher’s father said: “Was Jesus a perfect preacher? YES! Did 
everyone listen to Him? NO!” The responsibility lies with us as hearers. 
 Paul preached in Athens. Notice the response: “Now when they heard of the 

resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about 
this.” (Acts 17:32). A similar response in Ephesus: “But when some became stubborn and 
continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew 
from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus” (Acts 
19:9). Paul stood before Felix: “And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control 
and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I 
get an opportunity I will summon you” (Acts 24:25). Paul stood before Festus: “And as he 
was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of 
your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind” (Acts 26:24). Paul stood 
before Agrippa: “And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be 
a Christian?” (Acts 26:28).  
 Clearly many had an opportunity to accept the saving blood of Jesus. Why would 
someone reject such a powerful thing? I suppose for the same reasons we found ourselves 
rejecting salvation in our lives before we decided to obey. 
 Notice second the CAUSES of non-conversion. I suppose I see in all of the above 
situations problems that are CAUSES for non-conversion, such as: PERSONAL PROBLEMS 
(heart), PRIDE PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS WITH POSSESSIONS, PEER PRESSURE, and 
PARENTAL PROBLEMS. There could possibly be many reasons why people DO NOT obey 
the Gospel. Sadly, none of those reasons will be overlooked. All causes of non-conversion have 
fallen into three categories taught by Jesus in the parable of the Sower: “The ones along the 
path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, 
when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a 
while, and in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are 
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and 
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature” (Luke 8:12-14). Whether the seed has 
been STOLEN, STARVED, or STRANGLED it has been to the death of any possible life for 
the seed to flourish. Satan uses these three methods to destroy the souls of men. May we be 
well aware of these causes of non-conversion in noticing each time people rejected the Word of 
God. In learning about these instances, hopefully we can stand guard against the wiles of the 
devil. 
 Notice third, CONSEQUENCES of non-conversion. The greatest consequence of non-
conversion is not entering into the kingdom of heaven. Jesus said: “Truly, I say to you, unless 
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 18:3). Luke wrote: “Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins 
may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord” (Acts 3:19-20). All of us want to enter into the kingdom of heaven! All of us want to 
have our sins blotted out. Therefore, if you have not been converted to Christ today and been 
baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27) for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38), why not? 
Would you please contact us so we can help you in any way? We love you and pray that God 
will bless your journey to heaven. 
 

Josh McCrary 


