
Stream our Live Worship or View the Bulletin  
on our website: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Visit our Facebook page: RipleyReminder  
Each Wednesday Josh McCrary has a lesson. 

This is what it looks like after you 
opt in. 

Type 22300 Here 

Type ALERT Here 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Billy McBryde had surgery last week and is now at home. Please continue to pray for his 
healing. 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Benny 
Akins, Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn 
Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill, Treva Lewellen, James Nunnally    
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• Thank You: for sending such a beautiful arrangement. We appreciate your support 

by sending the flowers. We also appreciate the support you continually show to 
Cody. The Beulah Davis Family 

• Thank You: for the beautiful flowers, the many generous donations to Pine Vale 
Children’s Home in memory of our Aunt Amy May and for every act of kindness 
shown at her death. She loved the Lord and she loved Ripley Church of Christ very 
much. The Family of Amy May 

• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be sure to text 
662-512-8326 or email: donnajoymac@gmail.com.  

• Ladies Bible Class will be March 28 in the Fellowship Hall 
• Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship will be May 23-27, “Magnify His Name” 
• TO RECEIVE TEXT MESSAGES FROM RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 
—If you are not listed in the directory or your information has  changed since the directory 
we need you to email ripleychurchofchristsoundroom@gmail.com 
Information needed:  Home Address, Home Phone, Cell Phone for each person in 
household, Email Address. 
 

—If your information has not changed in the directory we need you to 
email your Email Address. You can go ahead and Opt in to receive 
text messages 
 

To opt in:    
Type this number in the to line: 22300 
In the message line type in Alert   

 Ripley Church of Christ  
1300 Hall Drive 

Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

The Ripley  
Reminder 

ELDERS  

Bert Brown .......... 662-882-0144  
David Cook.......... 662-882-8020  

Mark Martindale .. 662-587-1338  
 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ......... 662-587-0274  

David Hudson ...... 662-587-3375  

Nathan Robertson 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz .... 662-882-1958 

  

Justin Thompson . 662-587-2976  

Benny Wallis ...... 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ....... 662-587-2330  

James Wilburn  ... 662-587-3889  
MINISTERS   Josh McCrary…..601-527-5826    Cody Hardin…..662-750-4182 

• Sunday Morning Worship-March 28, 2021: 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Sunday Bible School: 10:00 a.m. 
• Sunday Evening: 5:00 p.m. 
Those who do not want to come inside can park next to the building on any side and 
hear the service on their car radio on 91.5.  

• Wednesday Night: 7 p.m.  
 Josh McCrary-Watch on Facebook Live 
 Michael Harrison-Fellowship Hall  
 Cody Hardin-Youth Room 

9:00 A.M. SERVICE 
Announcements .............................................................................................. Brad Pounders 
Song Leader .................................................................................................. Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer ........................................................................................... Michael Harrison 
Preaching .............................................................................................................. Josh McCrary 
Lord’s Supper .................................................................................................... David Hudson 
Closing Prayer .......................................................................................................Shane Green 



FIVE WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR PRAYER LIFE 
HIRAM KEMP 

 
In a world where we can communicate in so many different ways with so many different people 
many Christians struggle to communicate with God. God has blessed His children with the 
spiritual blessing of prayer, but are we taking full advantage of it (Eph. 1:3)? While the Bible is 
now available in many different formats and versions for Christians to read and study, there is 
no modern update available for prayer. Prayer must be done the way it always has, with words 
from our lips to God’s ears. Paul encouraged Christians to pray continually, but in our busy 
world with constant emails and notifications, it may seem like incessant prayer is impossible (1 
Thess. 5:17). 
 
I want to pray more, and I know many Christians who would like to strengthen their prayer 
lives.  The truth is, many Christians do not know how to pray. Think about it—a sinner obeys 
the gospel, and then is told he or she can talk to God about anything. The problem, however, is 
that new Christians are seldom shown how this is done. Most people get their ideas about 
prayer and how it should be done from the public worship assembly on Sunday, and that can 
be a good or bad thing. To confess that you do not know how to pray is not a bad thing. It has 
been said that the first step to overcoming a problem is admitting that you have one. Jesus’ 
disciples needed help with prayer, and the Holy Spirit is said to help us when we struggle to 
put our requests into words (Lk. 11:1; Rm. 8:26-27). I want to offer five simple ways to help 
improve your prayer life if you struggle with prayer. If you do not struggle with prayer, these 
five things may help to further strengthen your prayer life as well. 
 
1. Pray the Scriptures 
While it is not original with me, I think praying the Bible is a good place to start. Sometimes 
our prayer lives are in a rut because we simply say the same things in the same ways. However, 
if we took a passage of Scripture and prayed it back to God, it would help. The early church 
prayed the Scriptures (Acts 4:24-26). There are a few advantages in praying Scripture. The first 
is that we are praying God’s Word to Him and therefore are safe to say that we are within the 
will of God (1 Jn. 5:14). Second, it helps us to further internalize God’s Word into our hearts as 
it becomes personal to us. How is this to be done? I would recommend that you start with the 
psalms or one of the shorter books from Paul. One could read one of the psalms and take the 
words of David or whoever wrote the psalm and pray it back in his or her own words to God. 
This can be done line by line until the psalm is completed. It will add diversity and depth to our 
prayer lives as we think about things that we would not normally mention in prayer. While our 
circumstances may not be a direct parallel to the psalmist or Paul, there is nothing new under 
the sun and our problems are addressed in some shape or form in Scripture (Eccl. 1:9). Praying 
Scripture in our own words provides a guide on what to say but also teaches us that our prayer 
lives should have an authenticity to them as we engage with our heavenly Father. 
 
2. Start the Day with Prayer 
It’s a shame that everyone is not a morning person; half of life is lived in the morning. As it 
relates to prayer, it is a good idea to start the day off with conversation with God. The person 
who begins the day on his knees has already defeated the problems that will come up 
throughout the day. It is not wrong to pray at night or in the afternoon, but if prayer is already 
a struggle for you, postponing it can hardly be a good thing. Jesus woke up early to get away 

from everyone to pray (Mk. 1:35). The psalmist told God that he would hear His voice in the 
morning (Psa. 5:3). While David prayed three times a day, other first of those was in the 
morning (Psa. 55:17). What if you prayed as soon as you were conscious? Do not even get out of 
bed or let your feet hit the floor, before thanking God for another day and praying to Him 
about the things you will face later. Start off with prayer and then fill the gaps of the day with 
prayer as well. 
 

3. Count Your Blessings 
Maybe one of the reasons we struggle with prayer is because we struggle with praise. If we 
would take time to think on all that God has done for us, the natural response would be to 
bubble forth with thanksgiving (Psa. 103:1-2; 1 Thess. 5:18). How long and how well can you 
brag on God? Do you ever brag on God? Our prayer lives would be improved if we made it a 
point to think on all of the good things that God has done for us (Psa. 116:12). While prayer is a 
time for request and petition, it must also be an occasion for blessing and appreciation toward 
the one who bends His ear to earth to listen. Make a physical or mental list of all the things that 
God has blessed you with throughout the day and then pray that list of thanks to God. 
 

4. See the Strength in Simplicity  
Simplicity is not synonymous with shallowness. I said that sometimes we learn to pray from 
what we hear in the public assembly and we may get the impression that we have to be 
professional orators to talk with God. God does not want to be impressed with our extensive 
vocabularies and our Twitter-worthy catch phrases. God wants us to humbly approach Him 
and communicate with Him in our own words. When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, the 
model He left them contains about 50 to 60 words, depending on your translation (Mt. 6:9-
13; Lk. 11:1-4). The model prayer is easy to read and simple to memorize, but it is a deep, 
thoughtful prayer to model as it covers all of life’s bases. Pray to God reverently, but do not 
turn into someone you are not in prayer. You will become exhausted in prayer if you have to 
put on a costume and a different voice each time you approach God. Your prayers may be 
shorter on some occasions and longer on others, but simply learn to talk with God in prayer in 
simple language. This will keep you from giving up on it. 
 

5. Deepen Your Confidence and Dependence on God  
The only people that pray are those convinced that they really need God’s help. Paul was a 
spiritual giant in his generation, but he requested prayer more than anyone else in the New 
Testament (Eph. 6:18-20; Phil. 1:19; Col. 4:2-3; 1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1-2). Paul knew if he 
were going to accomplish anything worthwhile, he needed the help of God. Are we convinced of 
our total dependence on God? We must reject the world’s advertisement that says if you are 
smart enough, strong enough, and gifted enough you can get it done. We need to remember 
that power belongs to God and that we cannot prosper without His help (Psa. 62:11).  Not only 
do we need to see our need for God but also his nearness and willingness to help (Jas. 4:8). 
God can do more than we think he can do (Job 42:2; Eph. 3:20). What could we accomplish 
and overcome if we really believed we had divine resources at our disposal? God wants to help 
us, but we have to cast our cares on Him (1 Pet. 5:7). 
 

 Prayer is hard work. In prayer we are not telling God all the things He should give us, but we 
are communicating our cares and concerns to Him while knowing He will answer with what is 
best. Prayer is an avenue through which we praise and thank God for all of His blessings 
toward us. If we are doing it right, we will find ourselves struggling in prayer and that’s ok. We 
have one of the greatest blessing in the world in prayer; may we use it to the glory of God. 
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