
Stream our Live Worship or View the Bulletin  
on our website: www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

 

Visit our Facebook page: RipleyReminder  
Each Wednesday Josh McCrary has a lesson. 

This is what it looks like after you 
opt in. 

Type 22300 Here 

Type ALERT Here 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, 
Peggy Wallis, Benny Akins, Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, 
Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia Pounders, Daniel 
Threadgill, Marie Medlin, Treva Lewellen, James Nunnally    
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204   
Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin 

please be sure to text 662-512-8326 or email: 
donnajoymac@gmail.com.  

• Ladies Bible Class will be March 28 in the Fellowship Hall 
• TO RECEIVE TEXT MESSAGES FROM RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 
—If you are not listed in the directory or your information has  changed since 
the directory we need you to email  

ripleychurchofchristsoundroom@gmail.com 
Information needed:  Home Address, Home Phone, Cell Phone for each person 
in household, Email Address. 
 

—If your information has not changed in the directory we 
need you to email your Email Address. You can go ahead 
and Opt in to receive text messages 
 

To opt in:    
Type this number in the to line: 22300 
In the message line type in Alert   

 Ripley Church of Christ  
1300 Hall Drive 

Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

The Ripley  
Reminder 

ELDERS  

Bert Brown .......... 662-882-0144  
David Cook.......... 662-882-8020  

Mark Martindale .. 662-587-1338  
 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ......... 662-587-0274  

David Hudson ...... 662-587-3375  

Nathan Robertson 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz .... 662-882-1958 

  

Justin Thompson . 662-587-2976  

Benny Wallis ...... 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ....... 662-587-2330  

James Wilburn  ... 662-587-3889  
MINISTERS   Josh McCrary…..601-527-5826    Cody Hardin…..662-750-4182 

• Sunday Morning Worship-March 21, 2021: 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Sunday Bible School: 10:00 a.m. 
• Sunday Evening: 5:00 p.m. 
Those who do not want to come inside can park next to the building on any side and 
hear the service on their car radio on 91.5.  

• Wednesday Night: 7 p.m.  
 Josh McCrary-Watch on Facebook Live 
 Michael Harrison-Fellowship Hall  
 Cody Hardin-Youth Room 

9:00 A.M. SERVICE 
Announcements .............................................................................................. Brad Pounders 
Song Leader ................................................................................................. Michael Harrison 
Opening Prayer ......................................................................................................... Rob Elliott 
Preaching .............................................................................................................. Josh McCrary 
Lord’s Supper ........................................................................................................... Brent Kuhl 
Closing Prayer ...................................................................................................... Robert Cagle 



 GOD’S WOOD OR MAN’S PLASTIC? 
Dave Miller, Ph.D. 

 
Evolutionists are confident in their conviction that their explanations 
demonstrate their independent, autonomous existence to the exclusion of 
God. They literally “jump through hoops” and engage in scientific 
“ventriloquism” in their quest to achieve legitimacy for their atheistic bent. 
However, when all relevant evidence eventually comes to light, it fits “hand in 
glove” with the presence of the God of the Bible. 
 
Prior to the invention of modern plastics, what would the Creator have 
humans to do for suitable containers? Wood, stone, or clay, and eventually 
metal, pretty much exhausted the possibilities. Yet, government agencies, like 
the USDA and the FDA, generally have advocated the use of plastic for cutting 
boards and other surfaces that sustain food contact, on the grounds that the 
micropores and knife cuts in wood provide hidden havens for deadly 
bacterial organisms. As one Extension Specialist from the Department of 
Human Nutrition stated: “for cleanability and control of microorganisms, 
plastic is the better choice.” 
 
However, the best research available on the subject suggests otherwise. Dr. 
Dean Cliver, a microbiologist with the Food Safety Laboratory and World 
Health Organization Collaborating Center for Food Virology at the University 
of California-Davis, disputes the oft’-repeated claim regarding the superiority 
of plastic over wood. His research findings, conducted over a period of 
several years, have consistently demonstrated the remarkable antibacterial 
properties of wood. 
 
Dr. Cliver and his research associates have tested five life-threatening 
bacteria (Escherichia coli, Salmonella, Campylobacter jejuni, Listeria 
monocytogenes, and Staphylococcus aureus) on four plastic polymers and 
more than ten species of hardwood, including hard maple, birch, beech, black 
cherry, basswood, butternut, and American black walnut. Within 3 minutes 

of inoculating wooden boards with cultures of the food-poisoning agents, 
99.9 percent of the bacteria were unrecoverable. On the other hand, none of 
the bacteria tested under similar conditions on plastic died. In fact, 
leaving microbe populations on the two surfaces overnight resulted in 
microbial growth on the plastic boards, while no live bacteria were 
recovered from wood the next morning. Interestingly, bacteria are absorbed 
into the wood, but evidently do not multiply, and rarely if ever come back 
alive. In contrast, bacteria in knife scars in plastic boards remain viable 
(even after a hot-water-and-soap wash) and maintain their ability to surface 
later and contaminate foods. Treating wood cutting boards with oils and 
other finishes to make them more impermeable actually retards wood’s 
bactericidal activity. Microbiologists remain mystified by their inability to 
isolate a mechanism or agent responsible for wood’s antibacterial properties. 

 
Do these research findings bear any resemblance to Mosaic injunctions 3,500 
years ago which required the destruction of pottery that had become 
contaminated—while wood was simply to be rinsed (Leviticus 6:28; 11:32-
33; 15:12)? Dr. Cliver concluded: “I have no idea where the image of plastic’s 
superiority came from; but I have spent 40 years promoting food safety, and I 
would go with plastic if the science supported it. I don’t necessarily trust 
‘nature,’ but I do trust laboratory research.” Kudos to Dr. Cliver’s honesty. 
What about trusting nature’s God? 
 
 

 
This article is from our good brethren at Apologetics Press in 
Montgomery, Alabama.  If you would like a catalog of their books 
and bible materials you can call them at: (334) 272-8558 or go to 
their website and look at their materials: 

http://www.apologeticspress.org  They have books for all ages, dvds and 
audio books. If you have children, they have learn to read and reader books 
that are very colorful. If you like dinosaurs they have some really great books 
on those for different age levels. They also offer a monthly magazine. If you 
don’t already know about Apologetics Press be sure to check them out.   

http://www.apologeticspress.org/dm.aspx
http://www.apologeticspress.org/

