
Stream our Live Worship or  
View the Bulletin  
on our website: 

www.rmschurchofchrist.com 
 

Visit our Facebook page:  
RipleyReminder  
Each Wednesday 

 Josh McCrary has a lesson. 

Thank You 

Thank you so much  

for all the calls, texts, gift cards,  

and love after our house fire.  

We have been blessed beyond measure.  

In Christian Love, Scott & Carla Kuhl 

This is what it looks like after you 
opt in. 

Type 22300 Here 

Type ALERT Here 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Benny Akins is now at home. He is still in a lot of pain. They are not doing chemo for a few 

weeks and will make a decision on what to do after that. 
• Peggy Wallis was able to come home. 
• James Nunnally fell and broke his leg and arm. He is in the hospital in Oxford where he had 

surgery. He is hoping to get moved to Ripley in a couple of days.  
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  James Wilburn, Peggy Wallis, Benny Akins, 
Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Olivia 
Pounders, Daniel Threadgill, Marie Medlin, Treva Lewellen  Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe 
Carpenter-204  Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

NEWS & NOTES 
• We are happy to announce that Autumn Griffin was baptized Sunday, March 7. We pray 

she is blessed in her walk with God. 
• Daylight savings starts this Sunday. Spring forward 1 hour 
• If you would like to send a card to Joy Cook Brown, daughter of Lynwood Cook, her address is: 

2112 Middleton, North Little Rock, AR 72116. 
• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be sure to text 662-512-

8326 or email: donnajoymac@gmail.com.  
TO RECEIVE TEXT MESSAGES FROM RIPLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST 
If you are not listed in the directory or your information has  changed since the directory we need 
you to email ripleychurchofchristsoundroom@gmail.com 
Information needed:  Home Address, Home Phone, Cell Phone for each person in household, Email 
Address. 
 

If your information has not changed in the directory we need you to email your Email Address. You 
can go ahead and Opt in to receive text messages 
 
To opt in:    

Type this number in the to line: 22300 
In the message line type in Alert   

 Ripley Church of Christ  
1300 Hall Drive 

Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
www.rmschurchofchrist.com 

The Ripley  
Reminder 

ELDERS  

Bert Brown .......... 662-882-0144  
David Cook.......... 662-882-8020  

Mark Martindale .. 662-587-1338  
 

DEACONS  
Shane Green ......... 662-587-0274  

David Hudson ...... 662-587-3375  

Nathan Robertson 662-587-0096  
Kenny Schmitz .... 662-882-1958 

  

Justin Thompson . 662-587-2976  

Benny Wallis ...... 662-587-3782  
Bruce Wallis ....... 662-587-2330  

James Wilburn  ... 662-587-3889  
MINISTERS   Josh McCrary…..601-527-5826    Cody Hardin…..662-750-4182 

March 14, 2021  
Sunday Morning Worship is at 9 AM. Those who do not want to come inside can park next to the 
building on any side and hear the service on their car radio on 91.5. If you are planning to 
worship inside, please park away from the building to leave parking spots for those worshipping 
outside. We will continue to livestream the service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Auditorium and Bible School classes are at 10:00 a.m. and end at 10:40. 
• Josh is teaching class each Sunday at 5 PM. Everyone is welcome to attend. The 

Lord’s Supper will be available for anyone who couldn’t attend the morning worship. 
This service will be broadcast on 91.5 for those who do not want to come inside. 

• Cody’s class is each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 
• Michael Harrison’s class is each Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m.  

9:00 A.M. SERVICE 

Announcements ............................................................... Mark Martindale 
Song Leader ....................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer .........................................................................Cody Hardin 
Preaching ................................................................................... Josh McCrary 
Lord’s Supper ............................................................................... David Cook  
Closing Prayer ....................................................................... Dean Caviness 



 “DESIGN DEMANDS A DESIGNER” 
 
 First, I was an amoeba for to swim. Then, I was a tadpole with my tail tucked in. Then, I was 
a monkey in a banyan tree. Now, I’m a professor with a P.H.D.  
 Many wise professors are “professing themselves to be wise but are being made 
fools” (Romans 1:22). One of the most foolish assertions made by atheistic professors in 
universities today is: “A higher power cannot be proven through systematic studies in a 
laboratory or cannot be observed by any of the five senses of man (see, hear, feel, taste, touch). 
Therefore, no existence for anything beyond this physical world can be proven.” Some of the 
most intellectual elite in the world compromise spiritual things simply in an agenda to “get rid” 
of God. The saddest of all is not only the demise of eternal destruction later, but the denial of a 
blessed life now. David wrote: “The fool says in his heart:  there is no God” (Psalm 14:1). 
 There are things that influence our lives every day that we cannot see, such as oxygen, love, 
Abraham Lincoln, DNA, law, morality, etc. All of these things mentioned are important and 
things that I do not see with my naked eyes, but I still know those things are real because of the 
evidence. Does the evidence around us speak to a being higher than this world? Does this world 
tell us that God is real? Paul wrote: “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). This means 
God’s power and divine nature are perceived in things already made. Therefore, no one has an 
excuse NOT to believe in God. 
 The writer would like to propose three affirmations of the existence of God through this 
article entitled: “Design Demands a Designer.” This article will be introducing the affirmation 
that one can know God exists due to the Argument from design (Teleological Argument). This 
argument states: “Every design has a designer and every building has a builder. Therefore, the 
earth was designed and built by God.”  
 In any design nothing is left to chance (natural selection). When it comes to natural 
selection (chance) there is always chaos. For instance:  have you every dropped a box of 
toothpicks? When you dropped the box of toothpicks did they fall into perfect formation 
creating an image of a skeleton? Have you ever spilled your drink on the table and your drink 
formed an image of the Pink Panther giving you a wink? If you are honest, you will say: “Those 
things are impossible!” And you would be absolutely right! Design NEVER comes out of chaos! 
This is why the earth could not come into existence from chaos (the “big bang”).  
 Teleology means: “purpose” or “end goal.” According to the Teleological Argument:  the 
earth is the end result. Therefore, there had to be a “purposer” behind the purpose. The end 
purpose cannot just happen all by itself. Therefore, the writer would like to notice some things 
in the world that have been masterfully designed to help establish faith in the Perfect Designer. 
This is why the Biblical account begins with: “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  
 Carl Sagan was a knowledgeable scientist who said this about the human cell:  “The 
information content of one human cell has been estimated around 10,000,000,000,000 (ten 
trillion) bits, comparable to a one hundred million page Encyclopedia Britannica.”  

 A human cell is marvelous in its design. The skin cells make skin, tissue cells make tissue, 
blood cells make blood, etc. DNA in each cell is the biological code of life. Each strand of DNA 
determines the make up of each cell and its performance. DNA tells the hairs cells to produce 
hair and liver cells to produce the liver, etc. The DNA code for an ape is different from the DNA 
code of a human. Only human DNA can produce humans and only ape DNA can produce apes. 
The reason this happens is because how the DNA was DESIGNED.  
 The Bible says: “For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is 
God.” (Hebrews 3:4). Paul said to Athenians: “The God who made the world and everything 
in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mankind life and breath and everything.” (Acts 17:24-25). 
 The Bowing 747 airplane is one of the most marvelous inventions of mankind. The plane 
can hold up to 535 passengers and can be in flight for more than 12 hrs. Think of the hundreds 
of thousands of pounds flying through the air at mach speed! Would any person in this world 
look at the Bowing 747 airplane and say that all that happened by chance? NO WAY! That would 
not even make good nonsense, much less make any sense.  
There is always a designer of every design. Job wrote: “He covers the face of the full moon 
and spreads over it his cloud. He has inscribed a circle on the face of the waters at the 
boundary between light and darkness. The pillars of heaven tremble and are astounded 
at his rebuke. By his power he stilled the sea... By his wind the heavens were made 
fair.” (Job 26:9-13). Who is it that did all of this? God. God created the world with His power. 
Anyone who does not admit that God has all power is simply because they do not want ANY 
power to rule over them. God is not Ruler at all unless He is Ruler above all. He is not valued at 
all unless He is valued above all. Admitting that God designed the world and created it means 
admitting humans must do what He says to do. 
Questions: “If man originated from apes, then who do apes still exist? If the earth, through 
natural selection is getting better, then why is there still cancer and heart disease and diabetes? 
Evolution gives an idea that things get better and better. Has your dishwasher ever been 
broken? According to evolution:  your dishwasher should get better over time, even so much 
that it will produce a living object if it sits there for millions of years. Why is it that Cadillac 
cannot make a car that NEVER breaks down? The reason is because of the Law of Entropy, 
which states: “The movements of an isolated system are moving toward increasing 
disorderliness.” In simple terms:  this means that when you push a swing it keeps winding 
down until it comes to a complete stop because of Entropy (things get worse). Evolution’s 
position is that the swing will keep swinging higher and higher all by itself with no force added. 
Entropy says: the swing will eventually come to a complete stop. 

Which position do you think is real science? Entropy or Evolution? I think it is clear that 
the reader can see the plain truth due to the Argument from design, the Teleological Argument. 
May we all believe in God and be willing to listen to what He has to say to His creation! 

 
Josh McCrary 


