
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Benny Akins is in need of your prayers! They have changed his chemo treatments 

once a week for three weeks then skip a week and start over. He is not feeling well 
with this so please be sure to pray for him. 

• Peggy Wallis fell and broke her arm. She is in the Corinth Hospital.  
• Phillip Franks, brother to the late Paul Franks and son to June Franks, is in the Critical 

Care Unit at the Baptist Hospital in Jackson, MS. He is on a ventilator. 
 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  Kay Thompson, Carolyn Medlin, Doris 
Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, Johnie Jumper, Amy May, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Benny Akins, 
Olivia Pounders, Daniel Threadgill 
 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204  Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly 
D-8, Jean Bryan D-7 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be sure to text 
662-512-8669 or email: donnajoymac@gmail.com.  

• Anyone who feels comfortable in teaching or having Bible classes for the children 
please meet down front after morning services Sunday, February 7. The health 
guidelines for a school class will be followed in the Bible Class. 

• Bailey & Anna Reese have a table setup in the foyer to shower them with gifts.  They 
are registered at Amazon & Walmart.  

• There will be a Drive By Shower February 28 in the church parking lot for the baby girl 
of Raygan and Erika Stroupe. She is due in April and her name will be Lynlee Suzanne 
Stroupe. 

• THANK YOU!  For all the cards, calls, and prayers during the passing of my brother Jeff. 
The Lutie Willingham family.  

• Ladies Class for February will be the 14th and 28th in the Fellowship Hall. Contact 
Lillie Taylor for more information. 

Stream our Live Worship or  
View the Bulletin on our website: 

www.rmschurchofchrist.com 
 

Visit our Facebook page: RipleyReminder  
Each Wednesday Josh McCrary has a lesson. 
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February 7, 2021  
Sunday Morning Worship is at 9 AM. Those who do not want to come inside can park next 
to the building on any side and hear the service on their car radio on 91.5. If you are 
planning to worship inside, please park away from the building to leave parking spots for 
those worshipping outside. We will continue to livestream the service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Josh is teaching class each Sunday at 5 PM. Everyone is welcome to attend. The Lord’s 
Supper will be available for anyone who couldn’t attend the morning worship. This 
service will be broadcast on 91.5 for those who do not want to come inside. 

• Cody has a class each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 
• Michael Harrison’s class is each Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m.  

9:00 A.M. SERVICE 

Announcements .............................................................. Justin Thompson 
Song Leader ...................................................................... Ronald Chapman 
Opening Prayer .......................................................................... Bert Brown  
Preaching ................................................................................... Josh McCrary 
Lord’s Supper ........................................................................ Kenny Schmitz 
Closing Prayer .........................................................................Matt Hopkins 



 STEPHEN AND CANCEL CULTURE 
Mark Lindley 

 
 Stephen was a man of tremendous courage who preached God’s Word with great boldness. 
On the occasion of Acts chapter 7, Stephen preached that he saw the heavens opened and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56). In the audience that day were unbelieving Jews 
who rejected Christ. When they heard Stephen preach Christ, they were enraged and “stopped 
their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned 
him” (Acts 7:57-58). Notice from this text that the Jews “stopped their ears.” They refused to 
listen to what Stephen preached. Rather than listening, they stoned to death an innocent, godly 
man. 
 We live in a time when some refuse to hear any opposing view. Rather than granting 
others freedom to express opposing views, the culture “cancels” them. “Canceling” often 
involves some type of punishment against those—mostly conservative—who attempt to 
express controversial views. One may lose business, be fired, or publicly shamed if one dares to 
share an opposing viewpoint. Much like the unbelieving Jews “stopped thaeir ears,” some “stop 
their ears today” andhcancel all opposing views. 
 However, the unbelieving Jews who stoned God’s faithful preacher, Stephen, did not 
change the truth about Jesus. They refused to listen, even stopping their ears, but their rejection 
of Stephen’s messageCdid not change the truthfulness of the messaage. 
 Likewise, refusing to listen to opposing views today will not change the truth. Refusing to 
listen to the pro-life position that abortion is taking innocent, human life, does not change the 
truth about abortion. Silencing the voices of those who oppose homosexuality, does not change 
the truth that homosexuality is a perversion of God’s plan for human sexuality (Leviticus 
18:22; I Corinthians 6:9-10). “Canceling” those who affirm that there are only “two” genders, 
male and female, does not change the truth that being transgender is a distortion of God’s 
original plan (Genesis 1:26-27). 
 Christians must always speak with love and compassion for others (Ephesians 4:15). 
However, if ever there was a time when bold, brave, Christian voices were needed, that time is 
now! “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all 
boldness they may speak thy word” (Acts 4:29). 
 

YOUR GRANDMOTHER WAS ONCE A TEENAGER! 
(There Is A Lesson Here!) 

James Horton 
 When a mother proudly introduces her little child to an adult, I have sometimes heard 
such responses such as: “Time passes so rapidly that she’ll be in college before you know it!” 
This concept reminds me of recently looking through some old family pictures and seeing one 
of my grandmother Horton. Although I remember her only as an older woman, I came upon a 
picture of her as a very young woman. That’s when it occurred to me that my grandmother was 
“once a teenager,” filled with youthful energy and great expectations for her future! 
 She grew up to marry G. W. Horton of Middle Tennessee where she, in time, gave birth 
to six strapping boys and two girls (in addition to a set of twins who died of Whooping Cough 
at age three.) 

 As a young girl, Grandma Horton could hardly imagine the children she was bring into 
the world and the satisfaction she would experience in the obedience and life-long faithfulness 
to the Lord of each of them!  
 Now, think of this: are you sitting down?  It is difficult for any parent to imagine they 
may be leading about a future grandmother or grandfather who will, one day, many, many years 
from now, be looked upon by their children and grandchildren as the patriarch, or matriarch, of 
their family, and to whom their family’s faithfulness to the Lord is a direct result of the 
teaching and training you provide for them (your children) today! 
 But before you say, “This is too deep to think about,” take a moment to reflect upon 
your own family. You are what you are today because of the spiritual influence and training 
your parent (s) received from their parents and grandparents, etc., etc. 
Now, you know the importance of teaching and training your children and living as an example 
of Christ before them. Serious? It sure it! Read Deut. 6:6-9. 
           
LET’S TAKE A MINUTE: 

IS HEAVEN BIG ENOUGH FOR ALL THE SAVED? 
 

     A good Christian man, who served many years as an elder in the church, began to view the 
Bible in a materialistic way. That is, he looked for natural explanations for its teachings. This 
led him to begin questioning whether or not there would actually be enough room in heaven to 
house all who would be going there, in view of how long the earth has existed. Having reached 
his conclusion, he became so discouraged that he even quit attending church altogether.  
     He read that heaven is a city that lies four-square twelve thousands furlongs in each 
direction (Rev. 21:16) He looked up “furlong” to determine its length and found heaven to be 
1500 miles long and 1500 miles wide. Next, he reduced this distance to square feet and 
estimated how much space it would take for a soul to stand throughout eternity. Then, doing the 
math, he arrived at the number of souls heaven could contain. From this he determined exactly 
how many people would be saved! He then compared that number with the vast number of 
billions who have lived, and are now living, on the earth and concluded that the number of the 
saved would he so small that he gave up his faith and said there was no use in even trying to go 
to heaven because there would not be enough room to house the number of souls going there! 
He actually said, “I cannot conceive of anybody having any degree of happiness in heaven if he 
didn’t have at least ten square feet of room. It’s over-populated,” he said, “because if even a 
handful of people out of each generation since Adam have actually gone to heaven, there is no 
room left for anybody else, so there is no need of anyone trying!” 
     Well, Solomon said, “Answer a fool according to his folly,” (Prov. 26:5) so a friend said to 
this man: “You have miscalculated! You only measured the ground floor! You forgot to 
measure 1500 miles HIGH, in addition to length and width! Now put another floor up every ten 
feet up to 1500 miles and multiply the number of floors by the number of people on your first 
floor, and you will find that you have a much greater percent of humanity in heaven than you 
first estimated!” The man was then convinced and said, Why, I never thought of that! We can 
get the whole human race in on that kind of calculation!” 
     Heaven is within the spirit realm – not a physical one. It WILL be large enough for every 
soul found to be righteous to dwell there for all eternity! Including YOU! Obey God today! 
 

My minute’s up.                                                                                                  James A. Horton 


