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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
• Miranda Medlin’s procedure went well. She is home and she is doing good.   
• Eden Thompson had surgery and is doing well. 
• Our sympathy goes to Luttie Willingham and her family at the passing of her brother Jeff 

Brady. 
Please keep these in your thoughts and prayers:  Carolyn Medlin, Doris Farrow, Mary Jo Lence, 
Johnie Jumper, Amy May, Sue Carter, Glenn Fann, Kay Thompson, Benny Akins, Olivia 
Pounders, Daniel Threadgill 
Rest Haven:  Johnnie Stroupe Carpenter-204  Diversicare: Terri Barkley C-9, Cindy Holly D-8, 
Jean Bryan D-7 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
• If you need anything announced at worship or put in the bulletin please be sure to text 662-512-

8669 or email: donnajoymac@gmail.com.  
• THANK YOU! We want to thank the Ripley Church for every expression of love and sympathy 

and especially your prayers during the illness and death of our loved one. The family of Lucy 
Orman  

• Bailey & Anna Reese are registered at Amazon & Walmart for anyone wanting to shower them 
with gifts.  

Visit our Facebook page 
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January 17, 2021  
Sunday Morning Worship is at 9 AM. Those who do not want to come inside can park next 
to the building on any side and hear the service on their car radio on 91.5. If you are 
planning to worship inside, please park away from the building to leave parking spots for 
those worshipping outside. We will continue to livestream the service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Josh is teaching class each Sunday at 5 PM. Everyone is welcome to attend. The Lord’s 
Supper will be available for anyone who couldn’t attend the morning worship.  

• The 5 o’clock service on Sunday evening will be broadcast on 91.5 for those who do not 
want to come inside. 

• Cody has a class each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 

9:00 A.M. SERVICE 

Announcements ........................................................................Cody Hardin  
Song Leader ....................................................................... Tucker Shappley 
Opening Prayer .......................................................................... Bert Brown 
Preaching ................................................................................... Josh McCrary 
Lord’s Supper ............................................................................... David Cook 
Closing Prayer .........................................................................Matt Hopkins 



 “A PATH LESS TRAVELLED” 
By:  Josh McCrary 

 
 A Spanish-American Philosopher, George Santayana, said:  “Those who do not re-
member the past are certain to repeat it.” Too many people have forgotten what happened 
during September 2001. The world trade center collapsed after being struck by a terrorist-
flown airplane. Many still remember the terrorist attacks on the world trade center and the 
Pentagon, but the thing they have forgotten the most is to whom they turned in the midst of 
their trouble and tribulation. They have forgotten God! 
 In today’s time, it is easy to forget God as well. Satan has used many avenues to in-
fluence God’s people to lose focus. Let’s gain back our focus in 2021! Let’s all make sure 
that we do not forget God during this troublesome time.  
 The children of Israel were warned of what would happen if they forgot the Lord 
their God when they entered into the land of their inheritance. “And if you forget the 
LORD your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly 
warn you today that you shall surely perish. Like the nations that the LORD makes to 
perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD 
your God.” (Deuteronomy 8:19-20). Satan is opening a gate to a path that leads to destruc-
tion. Many have succumbed to his enticing lifestyle. It is a true saying:  “The path of least 
resistance leads to a wrath of least existence.” 
 The writer would like to present to the readers of this article three points under the 
title:  “The Path Less Traveled.” The three points are as follows:  The Path Less Traveled 
is:  (1) NARROW, (2) NECESSARY, and (3) NEAR. 
 First, notice the Path Less Traveled is NARROW. Jesus said:  ““Enter by the nar-
row gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 
those who find it are few.” (Matthew 7:13-14). Many today believe that Jesus was too nar-
row minded and preached too many things that were hard for people to hear. What would 
Christianity be if God were accepting of all lifestyles whether good or evil? There would no 
firm stand on anything. Christianity would be every man for himself (anything you believe 
is alright). People have tried to make Christianity this way in the last sixty years, but truth is 
always truth and truth is always narrow. 
 Someone said:  “He who stands for nothing will fall for everything.” There was a 
problem with the people in the days of Jeremiah and the children of Israel would not make 
a stand for good. Jeremiah wrote:  ““For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is 
greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely. They have 
healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace. 
Were they ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all 
ashamed; they did not know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who 
fall; at the time that I punish them, they shall be overthrown,” says the LORD. Thus says 
the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good 
way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in 

it.’” (Jeremiah 6:13-16). What was the problem with the people in the days of Jeremiah? 
God asked them to walk is the path less traveled and their answer was:  “That way is too 
narrow for us!” May we not have that same response today. 
 Second, notice that the Path Less Traveled is NECESSARY. David wrote: “Blessed 
is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law 
he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The wick-
ed are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore, the wicked will not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD 
knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.” (Psalm 1:1-6). 
This passage speaks of direction: the direction of the wicked and the direction of the right-
eous. If a person wants to be blessed, it is NECESSARY for him to travel the Path Less 
Traveled.  
 Friend, are you traveling the path that is necessary? There is only one way to heaven 
(John 14:6). Many talk about we are all traveling different roads to the same destination, but 
that idea is NEVER set forth in the Bible. What kind of God would let us get to heaven any 
way we want? Heaven is a place that God made, and people who want to go there have to 
travel on God’s path. Many travel the wrong path, the psychopath. The Bible says:  “The 
fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 
there is none who does good” (Psalm 14:1). There is one thing more foolish than not be-
lieving in God:  Believing there is a God and not doing what He says. May we be a people 
who are ALWAYS interested in what God has to say! 
 Third, notice that the Path Less Traveled is NEAR. God is very close to all of us. 
Many businesses have a slogan that says: “Just a phone call away from making your dreams 
come true.” Well, we cannot call on God with a phone, but God is just one Bible away from 
making your dreams come true. He is very near. Luke wrote: “The God who made the 
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made 
by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he him-
self gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one man eve-
ry nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted peri-
ods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps 
feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of 
us,” (Acts 17:24-27).  
 Jesus said to one of the seven churches in Asia:  “Behold I stand at the door and 
knock” (Revelation 3:20). It is an amazing thing to think that God is just a door-knock 
away from all of us. He is so mindful of us that the hairs on our heads are numbered. May 
we be so thankful that the God we serve desires for us to walk down His path to meet Him.  
 May God bless you in your journey on the Narrow, Necessary, Near path to heaven. 
It is our prayer that all people everywhere will seek to travel the path of truth that sets men 
free (John 8:32-33), but the truth is:  it is a Path Less Traveled. 
 

Josh McCrary 
 
 


